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* 1 Con. vi. 11, 09 


+ . Kr oh 
Ba ye art juſtified, 
* whole Verſe runs thus: — nd ſuch 

on; but. ye. are waſhea, . but 


auftified, bud ys are juſtified in the 
"Name * ous Lord Jcſis Chrit and by the 
5 of Ou God. 
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were bme. 25 you ; ; but ye 
fands: 


'T” has been objected by ſome, . 


a bene as to diſſent from, nay, I may add; — -* 
by others alſo, who actually are Friends to 5 5 
preſent Eccleſiaſtical Eftablithment,. That 

the Miniſters of the Church of England preach - | 
themſelves, and not CHRIS Ixsus our Lord 3 "TA 
entertain their People with Lectures 1 

ö „ withou een to them te 

f Salvation. by Jasus CnRISrT. 2» 

Ho well grounded ſuch an cas ay. be, ien 


not my Buſineſs to enquire: All 1 Jay a 1 | 
5 re Ent, to the Folge en namely, that when⸗ | - ; x 
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Of Juſtification by CurisT. 


ever ſuch a grand Objection is urged againſt the 
Whole Body of the Clergy in general, every honeſt 
Miliniſter of Jas us CHR1sT ſhould do his utmoſt 
to cut off all manner of Occaſion from thoſe that 
Aefire an Occaſion to take Offence at us; that 
ſo by hearing us continually. ſounding forth the 
Word of Truth, and declaring with all Boldneſs 
and aſſurance of Faith, that there is no other Name 
given under Heaven, whereby they can be ſaved, 
ut that of F ESUS CHRIST; they may 
be aſhamed of this their fame confident Boaſting 
8. 
Ir was an Eye to this Objection „ joined with 
9 the Agreeableneſs and Delightfulieſs of the Sub- - 
Jae (for who can but delight to talk of that 
Which the bleſſed Angels deſire to look into?) 
that induced me to diſcourſe a little on that great 
and fundamental Article of our Faith; namel 
dur being freely juſtified from all our Sins by the 
Precious Blood of JESus Cnkxlis T. But ye are 
- avaſhed, ſays the Apoſtle, but. ye are ſancti 224 
but ye are juſtified, in the Name 2 our Lord 
* ooo e wad by the pirit of our 
0 Bi . 
Tun Words beginn ng with che Particle But, | 
* Have plainly a Reference 8 2 that went 
before; it may not therefore be improper, before 
I deſcend to Particulars, to conſider the Words, 
As they ſtand related to the Context. The 1 
ſtle, in the Verſes immediately foregoing, had 
been reckoning up many notorious Sins, ſuch as 
>  Drunkenneſs, Adultery, For ien, and ſuch 
like, the Commiſſion of which, Without a true 
and hearty repentance, He tells them plainly, 
| would certainly ſhut them out of the Kingdom of 
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Converts, who we find were once infamous for 
moſt or all of theſe Vices, ſhould either on the 


one hand grow ſpiritually proud by ſeeing them- 


| ſelves differ from their unconverted Brethren, and 


therefore ſhould be tempted to ſet them at nought, ” 


and to ſay with the — Hypocrite in the 


Prophet, Come not nigh me, for I am holier than 


thou: Or, on the other hand, by looking back on 
the Multitude of their. paſt Offences, ſhould be apt 


to think their Sins were too many and grievous 


to be forgiven: He firſt, in order to keep them 
humble, reminds them af their ſad Eſtate before 
Converſion, telling them in plain Terms, Such 
(er as is might better be read, theſe things) were 
ſome F you ; that is, Not only one, but all that 
ſad Catalogue of Vices I have Hang before draw- 


ing up, ſome of you were once guilty of; but 


den, at the ſame time, to preſerve them from 


Deſpair, behold he brings them glad Fidings of 


| great Joy: But ye are waſhed, ſays- he, but ye 


are ſanctiſed, but ye are juſtified in the Name 


dur Lord ESU CHRIST, and . 
e a 
The former Part of which Text, e on our 
being San#ified, I did, in ſome meaſure, treat 
of, Shan I diſcourſed on the Nature and New: 
2 F the New Birth: I come now, as was 


before propoſed, to enlarge on the latter Part of 
it, namely, of our being freely Jaſtiſted — \ 


all our Sins, by the precious b of Jasus 


 Cunasr : But ye — ified in the Name of | g 1 


our Lord F ESUS CHRIST! 


From 4 Words I ſhall endeavour to con- 
_ thee Three Things: 
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Of Juſtification CHRIST. 
1. Pirft, Wit is meant by the Word Fu 
tien. | 

: 1 — 1 ſhall endeavour to pode that 

all Mankind in general, and every indi- 
| __ _ vidual Perſon in deln, ſtands in nee 
| & of being juſtified. 

III. Thirdly and lafily, That there is no poſ- 
ſibility of obtaining this Tuſtifcation, which 
we ſo much want, but by the rome n 
. ff FESUS CHRIST. 


5 L Firf then, I amito walker what i is meant / 
ide Word Jeff. 


ie ye are Fuftified, gays the Apoſtle; which 
N is all the fame as though he had ſaid, You have 
= your Sinsforgiven, and are looked upon by Gop, 
as though you never had offended bim at all: 

' For that is the Meaning of the Word ju/ti- 
a, in almoſt all the other Paſſages of Holy 
= Seripture where this Word is mentioned. Thus 
_— when this ſame Apoſtle writes to the Romans, he 
_ -tcls them, that whom Gop calls, thoſe he al- 

3 O juſtifies 5 that is, forgives them their Sins: 
= And again, ſpeaking of Abrahant's Faith, he tells 
them, that Abraham, believed on Him that juſt juſtifies 

” + the Ungidly: That is, who forgives the ungod] 
Man his Sins: Which N the A oll 
hauimſelf explains by a CON out . the 
| z ms 5" Bleſſed is the Man, ſays he, to whom -_ 
= wv: LORD imputeth no Sin. From all which 
by” Prooks; and many others that might be urged, it 
8 evident that being juſtiſted, or having our 
: - Bins forgiven,. are the ſame as to Signification 2 - 
So that what the Apoſtle here affirms of the Cu- 
| . AA en namely, — were po 3 
= OE N 
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| Of Jaſtification by i, Tt S 
© Hified, amounts to what all of us profeſs to hold 

when we juſt now repeated our Creed, and each of 42 
us declared in his own Perſon, I believe the for.. 

| groſs of Sins, Which leads me directly to the. 


III. Second Thing propoſed, namely, To. ene 
deavour to prove that all Mankind in ge- 
neral, and every individual Perſon in par- 
ticular, ſtands m need of being thus juſtified, 
or having his Sins forgiven.” e 


And indeed the Apoſtle ſuppoſes this in the 
Words of the Text: But ye are juſtified, ſays 
he, thereby implying, that the Corinthians (and 
conſequently all Mankind, there being no Dif» 
ference, as will be ſhewn hereafter) ſtood i \ need 
of being thus juſtified... x 
But, not to reſt in bare e eee in my © 
farther Enlargement on this Second Head, I ſhalt © ® 
endeavour to prove that we all ſtand in need of 
being 7u/tified, on two Accounts: F irſt, as we 
ſtand chargeable with Ori E as. 4 
we have been guilty of Actual Sin. 
And firſt, Fi affirm that we all ſtand in need of 5A 
being uſt1 «d, as we are chargeable with Ori- 
ginal 82 1 though x Propolitign that 
might be denied by a ſelf Jutityi ing Infidel, wood 
will: not come to STS ave that he may baus 
Life, and ſtoop. to thoſe. Terms Gop bas gra- 
ciouſly ſettled for his Salvation; yet can net he 2 
5 denied by any one who believes that St. He 
a Epiſtles were written by Divine Inſpiration 3 
where we are told, that in Adam all die; that is 
| Adam's Sin was imputed to all: And let we 
5 | mould forget to make a particular Application, 9 
it it is farther added i in another Te that there i 
wt a, | 33 n 2 


o 
Ls 


4 . of Juſtification by ate 
none that doth good (that is, b y Nature) no, „re 
” one: That we are all gone © of the Way ; 
=  mely, of Original Righteouſn and are by 
Nature the Children 2 Wrath. And even 
David, who was the Man after Gop's own 

Heart, and if any one could, might ſurely plead 
nà2n Exemption from this univerſal Corruption, 
| | yet he confeſſes, that he was 1 in Wicked- 
- Teſs, and. that in Sin did his Mother conceive 
| kim. And, to mention but one more Text, 
as immediately cane to the preſent Purpoſe, 
St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Romans ſays, that 
Death came upon Fall Men, for the Diſobedience 
F one Man, namely, of Adam, even upon thoſe, 
ys he, (that is, little Children) who had not 
umed after the Similitude 47 Aale s Tranſgreſ- 
ion; or, had not been guilty of actual Sin, and 
uy therefore could not be — with temporal 
Daath (which came into tha World, as this fame 
: Apoſtle elſ&where informs us, only by Sin) had 
not the Diſobedience of our firſt Parents been 
' 3 * to them; So that what has been ſaid 
| this Point ſeem to be excellently ſummed up 
= . that Article of our Church, where ſhe declares, 
That Original Sin ſtandeth not in the follow - 
ing of Adam, but it is the fault and Cor- 
| 


= *< Tuption of the Nature of every Man, that 

& & naturally is ingendred of the Offspring of . 
es dam; whereby Man is very far gone from 

s Orig ind] Righteouſneſs, and is of his own 
4 None inclined to Evil, ſo that the Fle 

1 luſteth always contrary to the Spirit; a 

c therefore in every Perſon born into "this World 

eit  deferveth 7OD's Tr "ou Dan. 


— 


* * * 
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I have been the more particular in treating of 
this Point, becauſe it is the very Foundation of 
the Chriſtian Religion: For I am verily perſua- 
ded, that it is nothing but a Want of being 
well grounded in the Doctrine of Original Sin, 
and of the helpleſs, nay, I may fay damnable, 
Condition each of us comes into the World in, 
that makes ſo many Infidels oppoſe, and ſo many '. 
that call themſelves. Chri/tians, ſo very Luke 
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warm in their Love and Affections to IESE 


Cu xls r. It is this, and I could almoſt ſay 
this only, that makes Infidelity, abound amongit 


us ſo much as it does: For alas l we are miſta- 


ken, if we imagine that Men now. commence 


or continue Infidels, and ſet up corrupted. Reas| 5 10 on 


5 in Oppoſition to Revelation, merely, for 
want of Evidence, (for J believe it. might n 


be proved, that a modern Unbeliever i is the moſt © 2 


credulous Creature living z) No, it is only for 


Want of an humble Mind, of a Sehiſe of 95 f | 


Original Depravity, and an Unwillingnet 
own themſelves ſo depraved, that makes them 
o obſtinately ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light 


of the Glorious Goſpel of CHRIST. Whereas, 
on the contrar ry were they but once pricked to 
a due and lively Senſe of their. 
natural Corruption and Liableneſs to Condemna- 
.*  tlon,, we ſhould have them no more ſcoffing at 


So Heart wi 


. 
2 
40 


Divine Revelation, and looking on it as an idle 


Tale; but they would cry out with convictech 


Poul-——Lord, what - would/t thou have me to | 


do? Or, with the trembling Jailor, on a like 
Occaſion, Men and Brethren, what ſball we: 
do to be ſaved ? It was an Burk in this Fun- "a 
damental Point, that made ſo many reſiſt the: 


”” as the. Son of 0 himſel ge of bin 
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4 * could not very well avoid“ making; 


gs e by ene | 


- Divine Miſſion, when he tabernacled amongſt 
us. Every Word be ſpake, Action he 
did, every Miracle he wrought, proved that he 
came from Gop. And why then did ſo man 

© harden their Hearts, and would not believe his 
- Roport ? Why, He himſelf informs us, when he 
tells us, They 2 not come to me that they may 


Gop had appointed for their 
j 15 And St. Paul tells us, that if the Go- 
el be hid, it is hid to them that are loft: In 


1 - whom the Gad of this World hath blinded the 
* Minds of them hich believe not, left the Light . 
a "EZ borious Goſpel of CHRIST, who 3s 5 


＋ G 92, TO" wes be 
Fi 4005 Qor. iv. 3. 4. 

But to return * this Digreſſion, witch 1 
if it be 


er How it ſuits with the Divine Goodneſs, 
to impute the Guilt of one Man's Sin, to an in- 


* naocent Poſterity ? 1 ſhould think it ſufficient, to 


make uſe of the Apoſtle's Words: Nay, but 0 
Man, Who art thou that replig 7 gain, GOD * 
Shall the Thing formed ſay to him that formed 1 


7X Why haſt 2 La me thus But, to come to 
| "2 a more direct Reply—Perſons would do well to 
3 . conſider, that in this firſt Covenant Gop made 
=— with Man, Adam acted as a Publick Perſon, as 


4 the common Repreſentative of all Mankind, and 


's 4 . we muſt ſtand or fall with him. 


Had He continued in his Obedience, and not 


' Obedience would doubtleſs have been' Fry e 
u Rut ſince he did not perſiſt in it; but 
broke the Covenant-Gop made with Him, and 


— 


have Life — bey will obſtinately ſtand out a- 
ſe Wende 


- 
— 


3 Eten the forbidden Fruit, the Benefits of that 


jus in him; ee ee 3 


| of all the Earth with Injuſtice, for imputing 
Hon by and by, to vindicate the Divine Proceed- 


us both a natural and à written Law, whereby we 7525 
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Of Juſtification by Cnnrsr. 9 


that to us alſo? But 1 mal have an Occa- 


ing in this Point more particularly, and therefore = 85 
I chuſe to wave all farther Conſideration of it in 
this Place, and proceed to the other Thing pro- | 


1 under this Second gener Head, may, 


"Mi To endeavour to prove, That we all 


ſtand in need of being Juſtified, not only as we 
are chargeable with Original but as v * Ty 
convicted of Attual Sin. 


That Gov, as he made Man, has > Right 
alſo to demand his Obedience, I Capo, * 2 
Truth no one will deny: That He hath alſo given 


are to be judged, cannot be queſtioned by any 
one who believes St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Rymanr 
to be of Divine Authority: For in this we aretold © 

of a Law written in the Heart, and a Law given 
by Moſes; and that each of us hath broken theſe 
Laws, is too evident from our own fad and free =} 
quent Experience, Accordin gly the Holy Scrip- 20 


"tures inform us that there i is no man which liveth I 
and ſinneth not; that in many things we Mud all; 


that F we ſay we have no Sin we deceive our ee = 
and ſuch like. And if we are thus found O | 
againſt Go, it follows that we ſand; in by Fo 1 
Forgiveneſs, for thus Offending Him; Nt unlefs we 
ſuppole. GoD ſhould enact Laws, and at the ams A 
Time not care whether they are obeyed or no 4 
which is as abſurd as to ſuppoſe that a Prince .M 
ſhould eſtabliſh Laws for the proper Government 
of his Country, and yet let NET Violater of chem 1 
Dome off as e But N has note 
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10 Of Juſtification by CHRIST. 

dealt fo fooliſhly with his Creatures: No, as he 

gave us a Law, he demands our Obedience to that 

Law, and has obliged us univerſally to obey it, 

under no leſs a Penalty than incurring his Curls 
and eternal Death for every Breach of it. For 
thus ſpeaks. the Scripture: Curſed is he that con- 
timueth, not in all Things that are written in this: 
Book, to, db them; as the Scripture alſo ſpeaketh in 
another Place, The Soul that ſinneth, it ſhall die. 
Naw: it has already been proved that we have all 
E us ſinned ; and therefore, unleſs ſome means 
ean be found out to ſatisfy Gon's Juſtice we muſt 
Let us here then ſtand a while, and ſee in what 
2 deplorable Condition each of us comes into the: 

World, and ſtill continues, till we are put into- 
2. State of Grace: For ſurely nothing can well be 
ſuppoſed more deplorable than to be born. under 
the. Curſe of Gop; to be charged with Original 

Euilt; and not only ſo, but to be convicted as ac-- 

_ tual: Breakers. of Gon's Law, the leaft Breach. 
off which juſtly deſerves. Eternal Damnation. 
Surely this can be but a melancholy Proſpect to. 

view, ourſelves in, and muſt put us upon con- 
triying ſome Means whereby we may fatisfy and: 
e out offended. Judge: But what muſt- 
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ill nat do, ſhall we. 
Ales! By 4 
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| Pall no Man living be juſtified : For by the Law 
comes the Knowledge of Sth. It is that which. 
convicts and condemns, and therefore can by 
no means acquit, much lefs juſtify us. I here 
with then fball we come before the LORD, 
and bow down before the Mot High GOD ;. 


in order to procure the Forgiveneſs of our Sins? 


Shall we come before him with Calve® of a Year 
old, with thouſands of Rams, or ten thouſands of 
I of Oil? Alas! GOD. has ſbewed: thee, 
0 Man, that this will not avail. For he hath: 
declared, I will take no Bullock out of 
nor He-Geat out of thy Fold : For all the Beaſts: 
of the Foreſt are mine, and ſo are the Cattle 
upon a thouſand Hills. 
© Then be pleaſed to accept our Firſt- born for our 
Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of our Bodies for the Six 
F our Souls ? Even this will not 


Beſides, - thereforp,. being 


are Sinners, 


under the ſame Condemnation, equally ſtand in ä 


need of F orgiveneſs with ourſelves... They are 
impure, and will the LorD accept the Blind: 
and Lame for Sacrifice? © dene Men: _— 


tue are Who'fhall deliver us from. this. Bod 4 
| Death. P Why, 7 thank GOT our" Lord. 74. = 
do che Thir 4 general Thing propoſed, which was . 0 
| Name pr hy . 3 8 R ns 
we LI | 3 TL 4 736 110 "ot 


m. 7D hat there is no Pedbiliey 


Issus ChnITS T: But ye are juſti 
bo Y a a R 


thy. Houſes, | 
Will. not the 3 


purchaſe: our 
Pardon: For He has declared that the Children 
Hall not bear the Iniquities 0 oy their Parents: 
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hut this having been in ſome meaſure ail 

by what has been ſaid under the foregoing Head, % 

F wherein I have ſhewn that neither dur R 8 
1 tance, | Works, or Sacrifices could poſſibly taks | 
away, or make Attonement for our Sins; no- 


* 
? 
= 
* 
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'. _ - thing remains for me to do under this Head, 
bdut to ſhew chat the Death of FRE en 
Jas done if for uus. 
And here I ſhall Rill have 3 vs the Low 
out to the Teſtiniony. ©. For after all the moſt 
/ ©, ſubtle Diſputations on either ſide, nothing but 
+ . the lively Oracle of Gop can give us any Sas 
ttisfaction in this momentous: Point: It 
ſuch an inconceivable Miſtery, that the Eter⸗ 
nal, only-begotten Son of Go: ſhould die for 
fGinful Man, that we durſt not have preſumed © 
ſo much as to have thought of it, had not G 
revealed it in his Holy. Word. It is true, Reaſon 
may ſhew us the Wound, but Revelation only 
enn lead us to te ee 3 
though the Met op p to 
Aale to put us in a Way of being happy, may 
be to the Infidel arStumbling-block, and to the 
wiſe Op iniator and Diſputer of this World Fas- 
3 - neſs per Wiſdom, that is, the Diſpenſation 
bf our Retemption, will be juſtified, or approved. 
vf, and ſubmitted to al ber truly wiſe and 
„ 8 by every ſincere and boneſt Chriian. 
But to come more directly to the Point before 
. Two Things, "as Was before obſerved, we 
8 in e make our Peace with Gop. 
pig 4 
e be freed from te Gait of Origin | 
| ps hn ae,, e 7 INOS” 
2. From that Puniſhment we. had moſt; 
* — aa; 3 
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8 © kid bath theſe (Thanks be 6 GOD for this. 
_ #inſpeakable & 2) are abundantly ſecured tous by 
the Death and Paſſion of Jaws gras} ward 
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7 Saks Asto the firſt, or 8 freed fo the, 
$4 Guile of Original Sin (t informs us, that as iu 
Adam all 4 even ſo in CHRIST. ſhall all 
be made aliue. An again, At Ow Difobes 
dience one Man, or by one Pranſgreſnion, 
namely, that of Adam, mam were made Sin- 
ners, + ly the Obedience of one,  JesVs CHRIS r. 
mam were made righteous. And again, As by ; 
the: Diſobedience of one Man, Judgment cams 
upon All Men into Damnation; that is, all Men 
were condemned, on having Adam's Sin imputed a 
to them: 8e by the Obedience f one, that is, 
asus CARISF7 the Free Giſt of Pardon and 
Feace came upon all Men unto Fuſtification of 7 
| 7 2 "It Which by the Way clears up (as I pro- 4 1 
mited to do before) that ſeeming Diſagreement 
between Gop's Attributes, in imputing Adams 
Sin to us, (namely, his Juſtice and Mercy) and A 
wholly. takes off that Imputation of Injufticey” ©: 
which wicked and ungodly Men would blaſphes 7 
* caſt upon the Righteaus Fudge of all ib 4 3 | 
; £artb. Had Gon indeed imputed Adam's Sin 4 1 
8 to his innocent Poſterity, and left 1 
ian it:: Had he looked upon and puniſhed them 1 
all as Sinners, without providing them a — 
we might perhaps have had ſome Pretence to 
75 complain of his Severity, though we could not 
even then but n his Juſtice in the 4 
"Puniſhment of Sin. But Lincs He has not du, 4 
with as after our Deſerts, ner rewarded ur 
5 eee * nes the . IJ 
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3 
1 "Oh + Juſtification by Canreys | 
tion acquaints us, that Fs in Adam all die, even ſe 
| in CHRIST hall al be made alive: Since 
lame God that informs us that Death came b 
upon rhoſe who had not * nned after the Similitulle- 
| oh Adam's Trangreſſic es likewiſe, that 
-He that belicunth Key is be Ptized- all be ſaved, 
or put into a State of Sales un: I fay ſince 
Things are ſo, What Reaſon have ſuch Worms as: 
as wefoquarrel with the moſt High Gop ? Doubt- 
leſs no more than a condemned Criminal has to 
find fault with his Judge for condemning him for 
breaking the Law, only that he N ive him 
the Pleaſure of a Reprieve, No? as for God, his. 
 - Ways are perfect, and his Dealings with his Crea- 
1 „  ukes ave Kei juſt and good; and as in all his Diſ- 
penſations, ſo more eſpecially in our 8 
from: our fallen Eſtate by the Death ol. Jeſus, we 
may juſtly fay, Mercy and Truth have met tage- 
tber, "Righteouſneſs and Peace ive Hifſed- - each 


2. Pardon for our 24h10 Tranſgreſſun of Gov's. 
Lay was another Thing which we wanted to have 
- Necured' to us, before we could be at peace with: 
G0. And « this the Holy Scripturgs inform us is 
undantly done by the Deathof Fesus CHRIST. 
The Evangelical Prophet foretels that the pro- 
miſed Redeemer ſhould be wounded fe vr aur Tram- 
. \grefions, and bruiſed for our Ini he that the 
d E baff iſament of our — — fhould' ben bim; 3 a 
* er hh bis Stripes we ſhould be healed. I Iſaiah Li. 6. 
The Angel at H Birth ſays, that he ſhould /ave-. 
ir People. from their . Sine And St. Paul de- 
2 e, that this iu a. 9 ul Tal and worthy: 
5 9 2 Acceptatian, HRIST came 
to; the world NT lake And here in the 
| ; * e 1 N Such hn . be- | 


0 Juſtification by 0 Cubis, 1 
' fore, theſe Things ) were ſome 2; but 7 
are Bar. Fen) - And 8 3 to 
the aforementioned Paſlage of 7/a:zah, teſtifies of 
CR IST, that His own Self bare our Sins in his 
own Body on the Tree, that we being dead to Sin, 
Hould hive unto Righteouſneſs ; by whoſe Stripes, ſays. 
he, ye are healed, 1 Pet. ii. 24. And in another 
Place the ſame Apoſtle ſays, Neither is there Salva- 
tion in any other; for there is none other name under 
Heaven given among Men, whereby we muſt he ſau» 
ad, but the Name of IE SuS CHRIST, Acts iv. 12. 
How God will be pleaſed. to deal with the Gentiles: 

who yet fit in Darkneſs and in the ſhadow of Death, 
and on whom the Son of Righte _ never yet a- 
rofe is not for us to enquire. hat have we toda 
.to judge theſe. that are without ®\ To Gon'ss ® 
Mercy let us recommend them, and wait for a so ® 
00 of this Point till the Great Day of Accounts, 
when all Gop's Diſpenfations, both of Providence 
and Grace, will be "Fully cleared up, by Methods. 
to us, it may be, at preſent unknown, becauſe 
unrevealed. However, this we know, that the 
Judge of all the Earth will, moſt — 
right. . 
er! it is time for me to draw towards a 
. | 
1 Have owt; Brechen, b the Bleſing  _ 
Gov, diſcourſed on the Words of the Text in te 
Method I propofed ;. and have in as plain # man- 
ner as I could, ſhewn you What is meant 
Word Fuſtified, that it ſignifies our hav 0 6 
Sins forgiven : And have alſo in —— 
ved that we all ſtand in need of being thus Hi i | 
ed, as we are chargeable with Oyiginali and-havs 
dern e GRE »; Anda, am nothing 
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16 Of Juſtification CHRIST. 
dat the Precious Blood of IEsus CHRIST has, of 


can procure this ineſtimable Priviledge for us. 
* Many uſeful Inferences might be drawn from 
what has been delivered; but as I have detained 
; you, I fear, too long already, permit me only 
to make a Reflection or two on what has been 

laid, and 1 have done. . 

F If then we are freely juſtified by the Death 
of IJxsus CHRIST, let us here pauſe a while; 
and as before we reflected on the Miſery, let us 

now turn aſide and admire the Happineſs of 

Man. But alas! how am I loſt to think that 
Soy the Father, when we were in a State of 
Enmity by original, and of Rebellion by our 

actual Sins, ſhould notwithſtanding: yearn in his 
Bowels towards us his fallen, his apoſtate 

Creatures: And becauſe nothing but an infinite 
_ Ranſom could fatisfy and infinitely offended Ju- 

&” * iſice, ſhould ſend his only and dear Son JxsUs 
nals * is Gop, bleſſed for ever, and 
ho had lain in his Boſom from all Eternity) 

£0 die a curſed, painful, ignominious Death, for 
| #F and for our Salvation! O who can avoid crys - 
ing out, on the Conſideration of this great My+ 
fery of Godlineſs—O the Depth of the Riches 
F GO D's Love to-us his wretched, miſerable, 
jundone Creatures! How wnſearchable is his 
Merch, and his Loving Kindneſs: paſt finding 

r Now know we of a Truth, O Gop, that 

chou haſt loved us, ſince thou haſt not 'with-held 
by Son, thy only Son IE SuS Cur Is, from thus 
) a no 
But as we admire- the FaTHzR ſending, let - 
dus likewiſe humbly and thankfully adore the Sow 
coming, when ſent ta die for Man, But alas “ 
at Thoughts can conceive, what Words ex- + _ 
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ook the infinite Greatneſs of that unparalleled * 
Love, which drew the Son of Gop down from 
the Manſions of his Father's Glory to die for 
ſinful Man! The Jews, when he ads ſhed a 
Tear at poor Laxa Funeral, faid, Behold: 
how. he lovad him: 154 much more juſt then 
may we cry out, Behold hotu he loved us, w 


de di not- ſpare to ſhed nat, only a Tear but 


bis own precious Blood for us! 


And can any poor returning Sang Aer 
this defpair of Mercy ? What, can they ſe 


their. Saviour hanging on a Tree, with Ame 5 


ſtretched out to embrace them, and yet, upon their 
truly believing on him, doubt of finding Recep- 


tance with him? No, away with all ſuch die- 1 


nourable, ſuch deſpondi W 
on his Hands, bored 25g Pins of Iron; look. 
on his Side; pierced with a cruel Spear, on Pata. 
poſe to unlooſe the Sluices of his * Blood. und 
open a Fountain for Sin, and for eee 


And then deſpair of Mercy if you can! No, do 


but believe on him with your whole Hearts; Da 
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not erucify Him afreſh, and put Him again t open 4 bo 


Shame, by leading wicked, lukewarm, ungodly.” / 


Lives: In ſhort, do but labour to strain: that . 
Hulineſs, without which no Man Pall lee be 
LON D; and then, though your Sins be a 


Searlet, Joes ſhall they be as N ; "though they. 85 | LU 
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\HESE Words- a 3 ingenumus | 

OConſeſſion of King Agrippa; which 
bing ſome Referenee to what went be- 
oF Se, it may not be improper to relate to you the 
- I of the preceding Verſes, - to. which 
. = Words are fo cloſely connected. -:. -. 


nt 


The Chapter then, out of which: the Text 
is taken, contains an admirable Account the 
great St. Paul gave of his wonderful Converſion 
2 from Fudaiſm to Chriſtianity, when he was 
N I - called; to* make his Defence before Feſtus and 
* another Gentile Governor. Our Bleſſed Lon p 
had long ſince foretold, that hen the Son 
Man Jhould. be *— ini up, his. Di ples ſhould b, 
2 before Kings, N Mr, _ ake, for 
eftimony unto them. And was the 
Deſign of Infinite Wiſdom in this clin it: 
For Chriſtianity being from the very beginning 
2 * of the Croſs, the Princes and Ru- 
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The AlL Mosr CurisTIan. 19 
lers of the Earth thought themſelves too high to 
be inſtructed by ſuch mean Teachers, or too 
happy to be diſturbed by ſuch unwelcome 
Truths; and therefore would have always con- 
tinued Strangers to FESUS CHRIST, and 
him Crucified, had not the Apoſtles, by being 
arraigned before them, gained Opportunities of 

reaching to them F ESU'S and the Reſurrection. 
t. Paul knew full well that this was the main 
Reaſon, why his Blefſed Maſter permitted his 
Enemies at this time to arraign him at a publick 
Bar: Arid therefore, -in compliance with the Di- 
vine Will, thinks it not ſufficient, barely to make 
his Defence, but endeavours at the ſame Time 
to convert his Judges. And this he did with ſuch 
Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power, that- 
Feſtus, unwilling to be convinced by the ſtron- 
geſt Evidence, cries out with a loud Voice, 
„Paul, much Learning doth make thee mad.” To 
which the brave Apoſtle (like a true Follower f 
the Holy JESUS) meekly replies, I am not mad. 
moſt noble Feſtus, but ſpeak forth the. Words 'of 37 3 
Truth and Sobernefs. *' But in all Probability . * 
ſeeing King Agrippa more affected with his Diſes 
courſe, and obſerving in him an Inclination to 
know the Truth, he applies himſelf more parti? 
cularly to him: The King, ſays he, Enotuetb of 
theſe Things; before whom alſo I ſpeak free! ?; 
for J am perſuaded that none of theſe Things 
_ are' hidden from him. And then, that if poſ -. ? 
ſible he might compleat his wiſhed-for Convers 
ſion, he, with an inimitable Strain of Oratory, - Ml 
addreſſes himſelf till more cloſely King Agrippa, 
believeſt thou the Prophets ? I know. that thou 
' believeſt them. At which the Paſſions of the 


King began to work fo ſtrongly, that he was 95 
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20 The Ar Muosr CRRISTIAN. 
obliged, in open Court, to own himſelf affected 
by the Priſoner's Preaching, and ingenuouſly to 
cry out — Paul, almoſt thou enn ef me to be a 
Chriftian. 

Which Words, taken with the G 5 
ford us ap lively Repreſentation of the different 
Reception the Doctrine of CHRIS T's. Miniſters, 
who. come in the Power and Spirit. of St. Paul, 
meets with now-a-days in the Minds of Men. 
For notwithſtanding they, like this great Apoſtle, 
Speak forth the Words of Truth and Sobernefs ; 
and with ſuch Energy and Power, that all their 
* Adverſaries cannot gainſay or refit ; yet, too 
many, with the moſt noble Fęflus before men- 
tioned, being, like him, either too proud to be 
taught, or too ſenſual, too careleſs, or too wordly- 
minded to live up to their Doctrine — in order to 
excuſe themſelves cry out, that much Learning, 
much Study, or, what is- more unaccountable, 


1 1 5 much Piety, hath made them mad. And though, 
8 


bleſſed be Gop ! all do not thus disbelieve our 
Report; yet amongſt thoſe many others, who 
22 y receive the Word, and confeſs that we 
peak the Word of Truth and Soberneſs, there 
are ſo few, who arrive at any higher Degree of 
Piety than that of Agrippa, or are any farther 
perſuaded than to be a/mof# Chri/tians—that I 


5 Cannot but think it highly neceſſary to warn 


my dear Hearers of the Danger of uch a State. 
And therefore, from the Words of the Tat 
| all endeavour to ones theſe: three Things + 


' Firſt, What i is meant dy an alt obe lian. 
R e What are the chief Reaſons, why ſo 


e n are no ore vita mon I 
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Thirdly, I ſhall conſider the Ineffectualneſs, 
| Danger, Abſurdity, and Uneaſineſs that at- 
- tends thoſe that are but almaſt Chriſtians. 
 Fourthly, I ſhall conclude with a general Ex- 

hortation, to ſet all upon ſtrivinggnot only 
to be almaſt, but altogether Chriſtians. 


1. And firſt I am to conſider, What is meant 
by an almoſt Chriſtian. 


Ll 
7 


An almaſt Chriſtian then, if we conſider him 
in reſpect to his Duty to Gop, is one that halts 
between two Opinions, that wavers between 
Calis and the World; that would reconcile 
GOD and Mammon, that is, Light and Dark- 
neſs, CHRIS TH and Belial. It is true, He has 
an Inclination to Religion, but then he is ver 
cautious how he goes too far in it: His falſe 
Heart is always crying out, Spare thyſelf, do 
thyſelf no Harm. He prays indeed, that GO D's 


Mill may be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven: 


But then, notwithſtanding he is very partial in 


his Obedience, and fondly hopes that Gop wil! 4 
not be extreme to mark every thing that he wing. 


fully does amiſs ; though an inſpired Apoſtle has 


told him, that he that wilfully offends in on:. 


Point, is guilty of all. Above all, he is one that 
depends much on outward Ordinances, and upon 
that account: looks upon himſelf as Righteous, - 
and 4 den Others ; though at the ſame Time 

he may be as great a Stranger to the Divine Life 


as any other Perſon whatſoever. In ſhort, he _— 


is fond of the Form, but never experiences the 
Power of Godlineſs in his Heart: He goes on 


Year after Year, feeding and attending on the 


Means of Grace; but then, like Pharaoh's L. 
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EK.ine, is never the better, but rather the worſe 
for them. 
i If you conſider ins 4 in reſpe& to his Neigh- 
bꝛuour, he is one that is ſtrictly juſt to all; but 
4 then thi not proceed from any Love to 
Gop or Regard to Man, but only out of a Prin- 
Ciple of Self-Love ; becauſe he knows Diſhoneſty 
will ſpoil his Reputation, and conſequently hin- 
der his Thriving in the World, 
He is one that depends much on being Nega- 
| tively Good, and contents himſelf with the Con- 
ſciouſnebs of having done no one any Harm; 
though he reads in the Goſpel, that the Unpro- 
fitable Servant was ceft into outer Darkneſs, and 
the barre. Fig-tree curſed and dried up from the 
= Roots, not for bearing bad, but no Fruit. 
= He is no Enemy to charitable Contributions, 
3 if not too frequently recommended: But then 
he is quite unacquainted with the kind Offices of 
Viſiting the Sick and Impriſoned, Cloathing the 
= Naked, and Relieving the Hungry, He thinks 
cqdhmat theſe T hings — only to the Clergy, 
though his own falſe Heart tells him, that no- 
= -thing but Pride keeps him from exerciſing theſe 
Acts of Humility, and that JI asus ChRISST, in 
1 the 25th Chapter of St. Matthew, condemns 
Perſons toeverlaſting Puniſhment, not for being 
Pornicators, Drunkards, or Extortioners, but 
=  ammerely for neglecting _ charitable- Offices, 
u ben the. Sen of Man, ſays our Bleſſed Lord 
=  :bhimfelf, fall . in his Gln „He ſhall ſet the 
__ Sheep on his Right Hand, and the Goats on 
i. Left. And then ſball He ſay unto them on 
i. Left Hand, Depart from 2 ye curſed, 
into everlaſting Fire T for the Devil 
—_ his Angels : Fer 1 was an da and 
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e gave me no Meat; I was thirſty, and ye 
gave. me no Drink; I was a Stranger, and ye 
bool me not in; Naked, and ye cloathed me not; 
t Sick and in Priſon, and ye viſited me not. Then 
Hall they alſo ſay, Lord, when ſaw we Thec an 
Hungred, or a-thirſt, or a Stranger, or naked, 
L. ſict, or in Priſon, and did not miniſter unto 
- bee? Then ſball he anfwer them, Verily I ſay 


unto you, inaſmuch as ye have not done it unto 


Lone of the leaſt 2 theſe my 'Brethren, ye did 
it not unto me: And theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
; lating Puniſhment, I thought proper to give 
. 4 you this whole Paſſage of Scripture at large, be- 
| WY cauſe our Saviour lays ſuch a particular Stress 
upon it; and yet notwithſtanding it is ſo little - . 


regarded, that were we to judge by the Prac- 
tice of Chriſtians, one ſhould ' be. tempted tag 
8 think there were no ſuch Verſes. in the Bible. 
But to proceed in our Character of an = 
- i Chriſtian : If we conſider him in reſpect to him- 
ſelf; as before we ſaid he was ſtrictly honeſt no 

to his Neighbour, fo he is likewiſe: firicHy ſober 
in himſelf: But then both his Honeſty and So- =] 
briety proceed from the ſame Principle of a 
8 falſe Self-Love. It is true, he runs not mio 
the ſame Exceſs of Riot with other Men; but 
chen it is not out of Obedience to the Laws f 

God, but either becauſe his Conſtitution will! 
not away with Intemperance; or rather becauſe "7 
ke is cautious of forfeiting his Reputation, or un- 
fitting himſelf for temporal Buſineſs: But though * 8 
he is ſo prudent as to avoid Intemperance and 
Exceſs, for the Reaſons before mentioned; yet 
he always goes to the Extremity of what is law- - k 
aul. It is true, he is no Drunkard; but then 
bas no Cbriſtian Self- Denial to plead _ _ 
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| him. He cannot think our Saviour to be fa 
. auſtere a Maſter, as to deny us to indulge our- 
ſeluves in ſome Particulars: And fo by this Means 
de is kept out of a Senſe of true Religion, as 
much as if he lived in Debauchery, or any other 
Crime whatever. As to ſettling his Principles 
as well as Practice, he is guided more by the 
World, than by the Word of Gop. As oe his 
Part, he cannot think the Way to Heaven fo 
narrow as ſome would make it: And therefore 
conſiders not ſo much what Scripture requires, 
as What ſuch and ſuch a good Man does, or 
; what will beſt ſuit his own corrupt Inclinations. 
Upon this Account, he is not only very cau- 
ti.ious himſelf; but likewiſe very careful of young 
2 Converts, whoſe Faces are ſet Heavenward ;- and 
therefore is always acting the Devil's Part, and 
bidding them pare themſelves, though they are 
Going no more than what the Scripture. ſtriftly 
roquires of them to do: The Conſequence of 
which is, that be ſuffers, not himſelf to enter 
d led , 'GOD, and thy that' are 
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dn n e hinders, 
Thus lives the almaſt Chriſtian: Not that I 
x can fay, I have fully deſcribed him to you; but 
= from theſe Out-lines and Sketches of his Cha- 
= rafter, if your Conſciences Have done their pro- 
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peer Offices, and made a particular Application 

df what has been ſaid to your on Hearts, I 
_ cannot but fear that ſome” of you may obſerve 
ſome Features in his Picture, odious ag; it is, too 
near reſembling your own; and therefore cannot 
but hope, at the ſame time, that you join with 
ttzhe Apoſtle in the Words immediately follow- 
ing the Text, and wiſh yourſelves not only al- 


x : 
TY " has + 
r 
4 * 5 Pu 
* Py 
'Y —_— 
- * & 1 
92 1 " - 
$7 8 
— . 
#4 ho 
* * * > L 
{ - 
4 
7%. | 1 1 
— - 
> 2 £ 


"5 


9 
N a - 2 
8 7 


* E N 
* 7 I 1 , o 
3 ; *. ar . K A 1 2 
N * „ , ! | 
* RL + , 
q ; 


Nl 
* 


r * 


* 
) 


- "4 „ 4 
4 9 H N 


23 ET \ \ 
e n 
4 4 awe n 

1 » $4 F >. 
# 4 


„ 
* qe” 


. Gar 
- * 


2 * 
4 w7 
bi 


CY 
N 


1 * 


Los. oat Sw + * 
ag 
3 


: 4 © 4 


Be 


5 * L . % of q - « 
: 4 . 1. & + # "* 
_ 12 N 
” - « 
7 * 2 


Fl 


The ALMOST Cunigoran. 1 


II. But it is time for me to proceed to the Se- 
cond general Thing propoſed; namely, to 
conſider the Reaſons why ſo many are no 
Lore than 1 Chriſtians. 


1. And the firſt Reaſon I ſhall mention is, 
becauſe ſo many ſet out with falſe Notions-of 
Religion; and though they live in a Cbriſtiaa : 
Country, yet know not what Chriſtianity is. 
This perhaps may be eſteemed a N Ting, 
but Experience ſadly evinces the Truth of it 3 
For ſome place Religion in being of this or char 
Communion ; more in Morality ; moſt in 2 
Round of Duties, and a Model of Performan- 
ces; and few, yery few acknowledge it to be, 
what it really is, à thorough Ms Change 
of Nature, a Divine Life, a Vital Dating | 
of Jxsus Cnatsr, an Union of the Soul with 5 
Gong which the Apoſtle expreſſes by ſaying, 3 
He that it joined to the LORD is one Spirit. N 
Hence it happens that ſo many, even of the moſt 2 
WH knowing Profeſſors, when you come to converſe + © A 
with them concerning the Eſſence, the Life, 
Wl the Soul of Religion, I mean our New Birth © 
in Jzsvs Cualsr, confeſs themſelves quite 
ignorant of the Matter, and oy out with N:co- —_ 
demus, How can this Thing be] And no won 
der then, that ſo many are only almo/t Chri iftians, _** 
when. ſo many know not what Chri/tianity is 
No Marvel fo raany take up with the Form, - 
when they are quite Strangers to the Power of 
Godlineſs ;, or content them elves with the Sha- 
dow, when they know ſo little about the Sub- 
ſtance of it. And this is one Cauſe why fo 
many are almeſt, r ſo . are . 
Garg n 1 
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26 The Agmosr CHRISTIAN. - 
2. A Second Reaſon that may be aſſigned 
why ſo many are no more than al? Chriſtians, 
is a ſervile Fear of Man: Multitudes there are, 
and have been, who, though awakened to a Senſe _ 
of the Divine Life, and have taſted and felt the 
Powers of the World to come; yet out of a baſe 

ſinful Fear of being counted F vg or con- 
temned by Men, have ſuffered all thoſe good 
Imprefhons to wear off again. It is true they 
have ſome Eſteem for JesUus CHRISTHͤHJ; but 
then, like Nicodemus, they would come to him 


only by Nigbt They are willing to ſefve him; 
but then they would do it ,ſecretly, for Fear of 


the Jeus: They have a Mind to ſee F ESUS, 
but then they cannot come to him, becauſe of the 


Pr, for "fear of being laughed at, and ridi- 


culed by thoſe with whom they uſed to fit at 
Meat. But well did our Saviour pröpheſy of 


uch Perſons, How can ye love me whith re- 
ceiue Honour one of another? Alas l have they 
never read, that the Friendſhip of this World is 


Enmity with GOD ; and that our Lox p him- 
dell has threatned, J/hoſoever ſhall be aſhamed . 


me or of my Wards, in this wicked- and adul- 
Jerous Generation, of him ſhall the Son of Man be 


aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of bis Fa- 


E ther and of his Holy Angels? But no Wonder 


that ſo many are no more than almoſt Chriſtians, 


ſince ſo many love the Praiſe of Men more than 


the Honour which cometh of G DP. 


3. A third Reaſon why ſo many are no more 


than almoſt Chriſtians, is a reigning Love of 
Money. This was the pitiable Caſe of that 
forward young Man in the Goſpel, who came 
running to our Bleſſed LorD, . and Kneeling be- 


fore him, enquired what He muſt do tu | inherit 


Eternal 
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Eternal Life ; to which our Bleſſed Maſter 're- 
plied, Thou knoweſt the Commandments, Do not 
Kill, Do not commit Adultery, Do not Steal: 

_**D el the young Man replied (Oh that every 
young Man here preſent could do ſo too) All theſe 
have kept from my Youth. But when our 
Lokp proceeded to tell him, Yet lackeft thaw 
one Thing, Go ſell all that thou haſt and give to the 

Poor —he was grieved at that Saying, and _ 
away ſorrowful, for he bad great Poſſiſſions I 
Poor Youth l he had a good Mind to be a Chri- 
ian, and to inherit Eternal Life, but thought it 
too dear, if it could be purchaſed at no leſs an 
Expence than of his whole Eftate ! And thus 
many, both Young and Old, ita come 
running to worſhip our bleſſed LoRD in Public 
and kneꝶl before him in Private, and enquire at 
his Goſſel, what they muſt do to inherit Eter- 3 
nal Life: But when they find they muſt renounce = 
the Self-Enjoyment of Riches, and forſake all in 4 

Affection to  follnw Him, they cry, The LORD 
pardon us in this Thing s pray Thee, have 
us excuſed. — 

But is. Heaven ſo ſmall a Trifle in ſuch Men's 
Eſteem, as not to be worth a little gilded Earth? 
Is Eternal Life ſo mean a Purchaſe, as not to 
deſerve the temporary Renunciation of a few 
tranſitory -Riches ? Surely it is. But however 
inconſiſtent ſuch a Behaviour may be, th in- 
ordinate Love of Money is too evidently the 

common and fatal Cauſe why fo many Are * MM 
more than almyft Chriſtians.  - 1 

- 4+; Nor is the reigning Love of Neis 4 
leſs uncommon, or a leſs) fatal Cauſe why'fe 
many or no more than alngſt Cbriſtiann. Thou - 
— and ten ＋ houſands there are, who deſpiſe 
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28 The AL Mos CuRISTIAN. 
Riches, and would willingly be true Diſciples of 
Jzsus CRRISs , would parting with their Mo- 
ney make them ſo; but when they are told that 
our Bleſſed Lon p has laid it down as an indif- 
penſable Condition, that Whaſoever will come 
after Him muſt deny himſelf ;—like the pitiable 
young Man before mentioned, they. go away ſor- 
rowful : For they have too great a Love for ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures : They will, like Herod, perhaps 
ſend for the Miniſters of. Curi1srT, as he did 
_— ohn, and hear them gladly : But touch them 

ir Heredias, tell them they muſt part with 
| ſuch or ſuch a darling Pleaſure; and with wick- 
ed Ahab they cry out, Hat FW found us, O 


w Enemy 7 Tell them of the Neceſlity of Mor- 


tification, Faſting, and Self-Denial, and it is as 


I difficult to them to hear, as if you was to bid 


them cut off a Right Hand or pluck out a Right. 


5 He. They cannot think our Bleſſed LogD. re- 


quires ſo much at their Hands, though an inſpi- 


red Apoſtle has commanded us to mortiſy our 


Members which are upon the Earth : And he 
himſelf, even after he had - converted Millions, 
and was very neararrived to the End of his Race, 


. yet profeſſed that it was his daily Practice to Lech 


unter his Body, and bring it into Subjection, left 

17 5 he had preached to Others, he mY ſhould 

a x; e * 

But ſome Men would be wiſer than this great 
Apoſtle, and chalk out to us what they falſely 

imagine an eaſier Way to Happineſs. They 

would flatter us we may go to Heaven without 


| . offering Violence to our ſenſual Appetites; and 


enter into the ſtrait Gate without ftriving againſt 
our h 2 And this is another 
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' altogether Chriſtians. 


5. The fifth and laſt Reaſon T - ſhall alien 


why fo many are only almeſt Cbriſtians, is a 


Fickleneſs and Inſtability of "Temper. 

It has been, no doubt, the Misfortune that 
many a Miniſter and ſincere Chriſtian has met. 
with, to weep and wail over Numbers of promi- 
ſing Converts, who ſeemingly began in the Spi- 
rit, but after a while have fell away, and baſely, 
ended in the Fleſh ; and this not for want of 


right Notions in Religion, nor out of a ſervile 


Fear of Man, nor out of Love of Money or fen- 


ſual Pleaſure, but out of an Inſtability and Fickle- 
neſs of Lemper. They looked upon Religion 


merely for Novelty, as ſomething which pleaſes 
them for a while; but after their Curiofity was 
ſatished, they have laid it aſide again: Like the. 
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Reaſon why ſo many are only almoſt, and not? Yi 


young Man that came to ſee I Es us witha Linen 


Cloath about his naked Body, they have ſollow - 


ed him for a Seaſon, but when Temptations have 
.come to take hold on them, for want of a. little 


more Reſolution, they have been ſtripped of all 


their good Intentions, _ and fled away naked. 
They at firſt, like a Sr oe by the Water- 
- fode, grew up and flouriſffed. 

having no Rot of tbemſelves, no inward Principle 


of Holineſs and Piety, like Fonah's Gourd, were 


ſood dried up, cut down, and withered, Their 
good Intentions are but too like the violent Mo- 
tions of the Animal Spirits of a Body newly be- 


headed, which though impetuous, are not laſting, 


In ſhort, they ſet out well in their Journey to 
Heaven, but finding the Way either narrower or 
or longer than they expected, through an Un- 
ſteadineſs of Temper, they have made an eternal 


for a while; hut 


C 3 _ Halt, 
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Halt, and fo returned like the Dog to his Vomits 
or like the Sew that was waſhed to her wallowing © 
in the Mire ! 7 „„ 
But I tremble to pronounce the Fate of ſuch 
unſtable Profeſſors, who having put their Hands to 
the Plow, for want of a little more Reſolution, 
| ſhamefully lat back. How ſhall I repeat to 
them that dreadful Threatning, I any Man 
draw back, my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in 
him: And again, It is impoſſible, that is, exceed- 
ing difficult at leaſt, for thoſe that have been once 
_ enlightened, and have taſted the good Gift of 
= GO D's Holy Spirit, and the Pewers of the World 
zo come, if they ſhould fall away, to be renewed a- 
Tain unto Repentance, But notwithſtanding the 
= ' Goſpel is ſo ſevere againſt Apoſtates, yet many - 
$ that begun well, through a Fickleneſs of Tem- 
= per, (Oh that none of us here, preſent may ever 
be ſuch) have been by this means of the Number 
thoſe that turn back unto Perdition, And this 
Iz the fifth and laſt Reaſon I ſhall give, why ſo. 
| many are only almeſt, and not altogether Chri- 
ftians. | 
4 But you, Brethren, have not ſo learned CRI T. 
Gow forbid that a Fear of a little Contempt, a 
Love of a little worldly Gain, or a Fondneſs for 
= Aa little ſenſual Pleaſure, or want of ſteddy Reſo- 
= Jution, ſhould hinder you from entring into Eter- 
mal Liſe, or make you ſo ſottiſh as to think you 
may compound Matters between Gon and your 


Souls. 


III. Proceed we therefore now to the Third 
General Thing propoſed, namely, to con- 

ſider the Folly of being no more than an 
OST LOTTO, 7 OT" CARS 
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And the firſt Proof J ſhall give of the Folly 


of ſuch a Proceeding is,— chat it is ineffeFtual to 


Salvation. It is true, ſuch Men are almoſt Good, Wo 


but almoſt to hit the Mark is really to miſs it. 
Gow requires us to love him with all our Hearts, 
- with all our Souls, and with all our Strength - 
He loves us too well to admit any Rival; be- 
.cauſe ſo far as our Hearts are empty of Gop Dy 


ſo far muſt they be unhappy. The Devil, in- 


deed, like the falſe Mother — came before Solo- 
mon, would have our Hearts divided, as ſhe would 


have. had the Child; but God, 1 the true 
Mother, will have all or none. My Son give mn 
thy Heart, thy whole Hearty is the general Cal! 


to all: And if we do not perform this Condition, 
ve neyer can expect the Divine Mercy. 


22 may indeed flatter N 5 oY that a 
Obedience will ſerve their Turn; but 
as. at the Great Day will ſtrike them dead, 
as he did Ananias and: Sapphire by the Mouth f 
his Servant Peter, for pretending to offer him al! 


their Hearts, when they 4eep back from him the 
greateſt Part. They may perhaps impoſe upon 
their fellow Creatures for a while, but He that 
enabled · Elijah to cry out, Come in thou Wife of | 


Jeroboam, when ſhe came diſguiſed to enquire a- 2 


| bout, her ſick Son, will alſo diſcover them thro” 


their moſt artful, Diſſimulations, and if their 
Hearts are nat whole with, him appoint: them 


their. Portion with Hypocrites and Unbelrevers.. . 
But ſecondly, What renders an half-way ' 
Piety more : inexcuſeable is, that it is not only 
inſufficient, to our own Salvation, but alſo, pu 
prejudicial to that of Others. 155 ns, 
An almeft Chriſtian is one of the 
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© Chathing ; he is one of thoſe falſe Prophets: our 
Bleſſed Pure bids us beware of in his Ser- 
mon on the Mount, who would perſuade Men, 
that the Way to Heaven is broader then it 
really is; and thereby, as it was obſerved be- 
fore, enter not into the Kingdom of GO D them- 
ſelves, and thoſe that are entring in they bin- 
der. Theſe, theſe are the Men that turn the 
World into a lukewarm Laodicean Spirit; that 
hang out falſe Lights, and ſo ſhipwreck un- 
thinking benighted Souls in their Voyage to 
the Haven where they would be. T heſe are 
' they that are greater Enemies to the Croſs of 
Cnn1sT, than Infidels themſelves: For of an 
Unbeliever every one will be aware; but an 
_ almeft Chriftian, through his ſubtle: Hypocriſy, 
draws away many after him; and therefore muſt | 
expect to receive the greater Danwation. ls 
Baut thirdly, as it is moſt prejudicial to our- 
ſelves and hurtful to others, ſo it is the-greateſt 
Piece of Ingratitude we can expreſs towards our 
Lord and Maſter Jzsvs CHAIS T. Fo did 
be come down from Heaven, and ſhed his pre- 
dCious Blood, to purchaſe theſe Hearts of ours, and 
ſhall we only give him half of them? Oh how 


can we fay we love him, when our Hearts are 


not wholly with him? How can we call him 
our Saviour, when we will not endeavour fin- 
© cerely to approve ourſelves to him, and ſo let him 


3 ſiee the Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied | 


Had any of us outchaſed. a Slave at a. moſt 
6 5 2 ate, that was before involved in the 


urtmoſt Miſeries and Torments, and fo muſt 


Have continued for ever, had we ſhut up our 

| Howels of Compaſſion from him; and was this 

3 4 "afterwards to grow rebellious, or deny 

3 giving 
5 _ be 
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giving us but half his Service : How, how ſhould 


weexclaim againſt his baſe Ingratitude ! And yet 
this baſe ungrateful Slave thou art, O Man, who 


acknowledgeſt thyſelf to be redeemed from infi- 
nite unavoidable Miſery and Puniſhment by the 
Death of Jesus CHRIST, and yet wilt not give 


thyſelf wholly to Him. But ſhall we deal with 
God our Maker in a manner we would not be 
dealt with by a Man like ourſelves? fhall we 
mete out a leſs Meaſure of Love to our Saviour, 
than we would have dealt to ourſelves ? Gopfor- 
bid“! iy FF 

IV. No, (that I may come to the I Thing 
propoſed, namely, to add a Word or two of Ex- 
hortation to be not only alma, but altogether 


Chriſtians) let us ſeorn all ſuch baſe and treache- 


rous Treatment of our King and Saviour, nay our 
Gop. Let us not take ſome Pains all our Lives 


fo go to Heaven, and yet plunge ourſelves into 


Hell at laſt. . Let us give GoD our whole Hearts, 
and no longer halt between" two Opinions: If the 


IVorld be GOD jet us ſerve That; If Pleaſure be 
a GOD let us ſerve That; but if the LORD 
He be GOD, let us, Oh let us ſerve Him alone. 


Alas ! why, why ſhould we ſtand out any lon- 
ger? Why ſhould we be ſo in Love with Slavery, 
as not wholly to renounce the World, the Fleſh, 


and the Devil, which, like fo many ſpiritual 


Chains, bind down our Souls, and hinder them. 


from flying up to God. Alas! what are weafraid - 
of? Is not Gop able to reward our entire Obedi- 
ence ; If He is, as the almoſt Chriſtian's lame 
Way of ſerving Him ſeems to grant, —Why then 
will we not ſerve Him entirely? For the ſame Rea- 3 
ſon we do ſo much, why do we not do more 
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34 The Arirosr CHRISTIAN. 
Or do you think that being only half Religious will 
make you happy, but that going farther will ren- 
der you miſerable and uneaſy ? Alas! this, my 
Brethren, is Deluſion all over: For what is it but 
this half Piety, this wavering between Gop and 
the World, that makes ſo many that are ſeeming - 
Iy well diſpoſed, ſuch utter Strangers to the Com- 
forts of Religion? They chuſe juſt fo much of Re- 
Jigion as will diſturb them in their Luſts, and fol- 
low their Luſts fo far as to deprive themſelves of 
- the Comforts of Religion. Whereas on the con- 
trary, would they Sincerely leave all in Affection, 
and give their Hearts wholly to GOD, they would: 
then (and they cannot "ll then) experience the 
unſpeakable Pleaſure of having a Mind at unity 
with itſelf, and enjoy ſuch a Peace of Gop, which. 
even in this Life paſſes all Underſtanding, and⸗ 
which they were entire Strangers to before. It is 
true, if we will devote our · ſelves entirely to Gop, 


we muſt meet with Contempt; but then it is be- 
| - eaufe Contempt is neceſſary to heal our Pride. 
We muſt renounce ſome Tafual Pleaſure; but 
 _ then it is becauſe thoſe unfit us for Spiritual ones, 
Which are infinitely better. We muſt renounce the 
4 Love of the World; but then it is that we may be 
ö Alled with the Love of Gon: And when that has 
once enlarged our Hearts, we ſhall like Jacob ³⁵⁶ä 
when he ſerved for his beloved Rachel, think no- 
thing too difficult to undergo, no Hardſhips too 
tedious to endure, becauſe of the Love'we ſhall then 
 * Haveforour dear Redeemer. Thus eaſy, thus de- 
= lightful will be the Ways of Gop even in this. 
Life: But when once we throw off theſe Bodies, 
and our Souls are filled with all the Fullneſ of 
GOD, Oh f what Heart can conceive, what 


Tongue can expreſs, With what unſpeakable Jor 
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and Conſolation we ſhall then look back on our 
paſt ſincere and hearty Services, which have pro- 
eured us ſo „ invaliable a Reward! Think you then, 
my dear Hearers, we ſhall repent We had done 
too much; or rather think you not we ſhall be 
aſhamed that we did no more; - and. bluſh: we 
were ſo backward to give up All to Gop: 
when He intended hereafter to give us Himſelf? 
Let me therefore, to conclude, exhort you, my 
Brethren, to have always the unſpeakable Reward: 
of an entire Obedience ſet before you: And think: 
withal, that every Degree of Holineſs you neglect,, 
every Inſtance of Piety you paſs by, is a Jewel 
taken out of your 8 Degtee of Ble 
_ eſs loſt in the Viſion of Gop, Oh! do bur 1 2 
ways think and act thus, and you will no longer be 
labouring to compound Matters between God? 
and the World; but on the contrary, be daily en- 
_ deavouring to give up yourſelves more and more 
unto Him; you will be always Watching; al- 
ways Pra ing, always aſpiring after farther De- 
grees of Purity and Love, and fo conſequently al- 
ways preparing yourſelves for a fuller Light and: 
Enjoyment of that Go, in whoſe Preſence there: | 
s F — of Joy, and at whoſe Right Hand e 
are Pleaſures for ever more. Amen ! Amen . 
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8 Kai unto them al, FT any 
Man will come of me, 4 him de- 


oP bimſelf. 


HOEVER Ee che Goſpel wha 
ſingle Eye, and ſincere Intention, will 
find 1 our Bleſſed Lord took all 
nities of reminding his Diſciples that his 
— was not of this World; that his Doc- 
fttine was a Doctrine of the Croſs: and that 
© | their profefling themſelves to be his Followers 
would fand to a conſtant State of voluntary. 


or Self- Se feng and * 


ords of the Lext afford us one Inſtance, 
; Ne many, of our Saviour's Behaviour in this 
Ml.ͤatter: For having in the preceding Verſes re- 
pFoealed himſelf to Peter, and the other Apoffles, 

to be The Chriſt of God; leſt they ſhould b be too 


BY much elated. with fuch a peculiar Diſcovery of 


- His Deity, or think that their Relation to fo great 
i 2 a Perfonage would be attended with nothing but 
1 * Grandeur, He 9 in the Va 
3 5 WR. 
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Ver, that the Son Man was to for many | 
things in this World, though He #F to be 
crowned with Eternal Glory and Honour i in the 
next: And that if any of them or their Poſte- 
rity would ſhare in the ſame Honour, they muſt 
bear a Part with him in his Self-denial. and Suf- 
ferings., For Hie ſaid unto them all, If any 
Man will come after me, let him deny bimſaf.. 4 
From which Words I fhall conſider theſs | 
three Things: Fi ; 


I. Fi "ft The Nature of the. Self-denial re- 
- commended in the Text; and in how many 
Reſpects we, 10 deny ourſelves, in order 
to come after IE sus CnaIsr. 

II. Secondly,” I ſhalt endeavour to prove the 
Univerſality and Reaſonableneſs of this Duty 
of Seel, Denial. . 
III. Thirdy: and laftly,.. 2 ſhall offer ſone 
OConſiderations, which may” ſerve as ſo ma- 

ny Motives to reconcile. us to, and quicken. . 4 
Wt e of this nne n, | | 
nia dy 144 
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0 And firf then, I am to ſhew the Nature of + +l 
the Se/f-denial recommended in the Text; or in 1 
how. many Reſpects we muſt deny are inn 
Is to follow Jeſus Cb. ißt it. 88 a 3 | 
Now ag#the Faculties- of the Soul are diftin« by. 
guiſhed by the Underſtanding, Will, and-Aﬀec- 
tions ; ſo in all theſe muſt each of us deny him- © 
e. We muſt not lean to our. oion Underftand- 
ing, being wiſe in our own Eyes, and. prudent in 
our own Sight ; but we muſt ſubmit our ſhort . 
ſighted 5 to the Light of Divine.,Revela- 


_ tion; F or there are e Myfteries 1 in Religions heb. 2 


are above, though not coltrary. to, our- actor” 
Reafon :' And therefore we "ſhall never become 
Ebriftians unleſs We caſt down Imaginations, 
and every high Thing that exalteth ſelf againſt 
the Tan of God, and bring into Capti- 
vity every Thought to the Obzdimee of Christ. 

It is in this Reſpect, as well as others, that we 
muſt become Fools for Chriſt's Sate, and ac- 
knowledge we know nothing without Revelation, 
as weought to know. We muſt then, with all 
Humility and Reverence, embrace the myſte- 
rious Truths revealed to us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; for thus only can we become truly Wile, 
even Wiſe unto Salvation. It was Matter of our. 
Bleſſed Lord's Thankſgiving to his Heavenly 
Father, that he had hid theſe 'Things from the 


Wiſe and Prudent, and had caval them unto 


Babes. And in this reſpe& alfo we muſt be 


converted and become as little Chilaren, teach- 
able, and willing to follow the Lamb into what 


i ſogver Myſteries he ſtall be pleaſed e lead : 


and believe and practice all divine Truths, not 


"becauſe we can demonſtrate them, but becauſe 


Sod, who can not Hen. * revealed them. > 
3 us. 


Pride of the Underſtanding, an Unwilligneſs to 


Hence then we may trace Infidelity to its 
Fountain Head: For it is nothing elſe but a 


ſubmit to the Truth of God, that mals ſo many, 
profeſſing themſelves Wiſe, to become ſuch Fools 
as to deny the Lord who has ſo dearly bought them; 
and diſpute the Divinity of that Corned Word, 
min whom they live, and move, and have their 

Bang: Wphereby it is juſtly to be feared, they 
will bring upon themlelves ro if not &wiſt,, 
Deſtruction. 


9 a TY * 
5 


1 


39 


But to return: As we muſt deny ourſelves 


in our Underſtandings, fo maſk we deny, or, 
as it might be more properly rendered, renounce: 


„ 
* 
"ROI" 


our Wills: That is, we muſt make our own. 


Wills no Principle of Action, but ꝛchetber we 
eat or drink, or EY we do, wwe muſt to 


all, not merely to pleaſe ourſelves, but to the 


Glory of God. Not that we are therefore to 
imagine we are to have no Pleaſure in any 


— 


Thing we do, (Wiſdom's Ways are Ways of” 


. Pleaſantneſs) but pleaſing ourſelves muſt not be 


the principal, but only the ſubordinate End of. 


our Actions; OM 
And I cannot but particularly preſs this Doc- 
trine upon you, becauſe it is the Grand Secret 


of our Holy Religion. It is this, my Brethren,. * 


that diſtinguiſhes the true Chriſtian from the 
mere Moraliſt and formal Profeſſor; and which 


alone can render any of our Actions acceptable 


in God's Sight : For i, thine Eye be ſingle, ſays 


our Bleſſed Lord, Matth. vi. 22. that is, If thou 
aimeft ſimply to pleaſe God, without any re- 
gard to thy own Will, thy whole Body, that is, 


all thy Actions, will be full of Light ; agree- : 


able to the. Goſpel, which is called Light : But 


; thine Eye be Evil, if thine: Intention be di- 
verted any other Way, tby whole Body, all thy 
Actions, will be full of Darkneſs, unprofitable, 
and capable of no Reward. For we muſt not 
only do the Will of God, but do it 3 it is. 
his Will; ſmce we pray that God's Will may. 


' begdine en Earth at it is. in Heaven. And, no. 
doubt, the bleſſed Angels not only do every 
Thing that God willeth, but do it chearfully, 


out of this Principle, becauſe God willeth it: 
And if we would live as. we pray, we mult go. 
and do likewiſe... 1 
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40 The Extent and Reafonableneſs. © 
But farther ; as we muſt renounce our own 
Wills in doing, @ likewiſe muſt we renounce 
them in ſuffering the Will of God. Whatſoever 
befalls us, we muſt ſay with good old Eli, It is 
the Lord; let him do what ſeemeth him good; or 
with one that was infinitely greater than Eli, 
. Father, not my Will, but thine be dene O Feſu, 
tine was an innocent Will, and yet thou re- 
nouncedſt it: Teach us, even us alſo, O our 

; Saviour ! to ſubmit our Wills to thine, in all 
=. the Evils which ſhall be braught' upon us; and 
in every thing enable us to give Thanks, ſince 
it is thy bleſſed Will concerning us! 
Thirdly and -laſtly, we muſt deny ourſelves, 

as in our Underſtindings and Wills, fo likewiſe 
in our Affections. More particularly we muſt 
deny ourſelves tie pleaſurable Indulgence and 
nee Riches: IF any Man will come 
after me, ſays our Lleſſed Lord, he muſt forſake 
all and.follow-me. And again (to ſhew the utter 
Inconſeſtency of the Love of the Things of this 
World with the Love of the Father) he tells 
us, that unleſs a Man, forfake all that he hath, 

Bie cannot be my Diſciple. . 

Polar be it from me to think that theſe Texts 
aãre to be taken in a litcral Senſe, as though they 
obliged rich Perſons to go fell all that they 
eee, and give to the Poor, (ſor that would put 
ie out of their Power to be ſerviceable to the 
Peocor for the future) but however they certainly 
imply thus much, That we are to fit looſe to, 
ang forſake all in Affection, and be willing to 
pat Withevery thing, when God ſhall require it 
ab bur Hands: That is, as the Apoſtle obſerves, _ 

ve mut ſe the Morld as though we uſed: it not; 

and though we are in the World, we muſt not 

=, beg it, We muſt look upon ourſelves as 19 
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ards and not Proprietors of the manifold Gifts 
of God ; provide firſt what is neceſſary for our- 
felves and for our Houſholds, and expend 


the reſt, 


not in Indulge 
Ornaments, forbidden by the Apoſtle, but in 


nces and ſu 


perfluous 


cloathing, feeding, and relieving the naked, hun- 


gry, diſtreſſed Diſciples of 


Feſus Chriſt. This 


is what our Bleſſed Lord would have us under- 
erſaling all, and in this Senſe muſt 


ſtand by 7 
3 


W ef. 


I am ſenſible — A will ſeem an hard Cap: 


ing to many. 


who will be offended becauſe they 


are covetous, and Lowers of Pleaſure more than 
Lovers of God: But if 1 7 pou 2 ſuch - Men, 
1 ſhould not be the' 4 
muſt not, like Ahad's falſe recs have a 05 


No, we 


| 85 Spirit in our Mouths, nor fail to declare (with 
aul) the whole Will of God; and like honeſt 


2 out of Pity and compaſſion, tell Men 


the Truth, though they may alley think tus 
prophecy not Good, but Evil concerning ibem. 


But to proceed : As we. muſt renounce our 
Affection for Riches, ſo likewiſe our Affections 


for our Relations, when they | i 
tion to our Love of, and Duty to God: For thus 
ſaith the Saviour of the World: f any Man + þ 
will come after nie, and hateth not his Father - 
and Mither, his Children and eee and S i: 
lers, yea and his own Life alſo, he cannot be 2. A 

ine this! What, hate 


Diſcipl.— Strang 
our own Fleſh ! \ What hate the Father that be- 
gat us, the Mother that bare us! Hou can 4 


Things be Can God contradict himſelf? Has od 4 | 


* 


ſtand in Oppoſi- 


bid as honour our Father and Mother? 
we are here commanded to hate them. 


— 


|S theſe Dm be reconciled ? bee 


ie of 


” 
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| | 1 4 by ons the Word hate, not in a rigorous 
= and abſolute Senſe, but.comparatively - Not as im- 
4 =. En a total Alienation, but a leſs Degree of At- 


For thus our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, (the 
beſt and fureſt Expoſitor of his own. Meaning) ex- 
= - _ plains it in a parallel Text, Matth. x. 37. He 
=_ that loveth Father or Mother mare than me, is not 
worth mee He that liveth Son or Daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. So that when the 
Perſuaſions of ſuch our Friends (as for our Trial 
they may be permitted to be) are contrary to the 
Will of God, we muſt ſay with Levi, we have not 
known them; or, agreeably to our Bleſſed Lord's 
Rebuke to Peter, Get you behind me, my Adverſfa- 
Ties ; for you ſavour not the n that * 77 GOD, 
vt the things bat The af Hen. 
Too conclude this Head: We ar 4 ee 
in Things indifferent: For it might eaſily be 
tthchat as many, if not more, periſh by an immode- 
rate Uſe of Things in themſelves indifferent as by 
au gross Sin whatever, A prudent Chriſtian 
therefore will conſider not only what is LI 
but what is expedient alſo: Not bo much what De- 
grees of Self-dential beſt ſuit his Inclinations here, 
as what will moſt effectually break his Will, and 
fit him ſor greater Degrees of Glory hereafter. - 
But is this the Doctrine of Chri/tiqnity? and is not 
the Chriſtian World then aſleep ? If not, whence the 
Self indulgencewhe, nce the reigning Love of Rich- 
es which we every where meet with? Above all, 
-whence that predominant Greedineſs of ſenſual Plea- 
fure, that has ſo over-run this ſinful Nation, that, 
was a pious Stranger to come amongſt us, he would 
” be tempted-to think ſome Heathen nut w or- 
imipped here, and that Temples were decal co 
| 8 ber * But we hure the Authority 8 
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The Extent and Reafonableneſs 43 
| WH inſpired Apoſtle to affirm that they who live in ſuch ß 
a Round of Pleaſure are dead while they live + I, 

Wherefore, as the Holy Ghoſt faith, Awage thou 
that fleepeft, and Chriſt ſhall give thee Light. But 
the Power of raiſing, the ſpiritual Dead belongeth 
only unto God. Do Thou therefore, O Holy Je- 
fus who by thy almighty Word commandedſt La- 
zarus to come forth, though he had lain in the 
Grave ſo many Days, fpeak alſo as effectually to 
theſe ſpiritually dead Souls, whom Satan for theſe _ 
many Vears has ſo faſt bound by ſenſual Pleaſures, 
that they are not ſo much as able to lift up their 
Eyes or Hearts to Heaven. | N 


II. But I pafs on to the Second general Thing 
propoſed, wiz. to conſider the univerſal 
Obligation, and Reaſonableneſs of this 
Doctrine of  Self-Dental, CO OEM TER n | 
When our Bleſſed Mafter had been diſcourſing 
publickly concerning the Watchfulneſs of the 
faithful and wiſe Steward, his Diſciples asked him, 
| 2 thou this Parable to all, er only ta us. © 
The ſame Queſtion I am aware has been, and will 

be put concerning the foregoing Doctrine: For 
too many, unwilling to take Chriſt's eaſy. Yoke 
upon them, in order to invade the Force of the 
Goſpel Precepts would pretend that all thoſe Com- 
mands concerning Se Denial, renouncing our- 
felves and the World, belonged only to our Lord's 
firſt and immediate Followers, and not to us or to. 
eue Children. But ſuch Perſons greatly err, nut 
Enotuing the Scriptures, nor the Power of Godlineſs 
in their Hearts, For the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, 
like his bleſſed Self, is the ſame Yefterday, To Day, 
and for ever. What he ſaid unto one, he ſaid * 1 
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all, even unto the Ends of the World; If any Man 


will come after me, let him deny himfelf : And in the 


Text it is particularly mentioned that He ſaid unto 


them a. And left weſhould ſtill abſurdly imagine 
that this Word all was to be confined to his Apo- 
ſtles, with whom he was then diſcourſing, it is ſaid 


in another Place, ound 1a turned unto the Mul- 


titude and faid, I any Man will come after me, and 
Hateth not his Father and Mother, yea and his 6wn 
| Life alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple. When our 

<< bleſſed Lord had ſpoken a certain Parable, it is 
„ 'faid, the Scribes and Phariſees were offended, 
& for they knew the Parable was ſpoken againſt 
© them And if Chriſtians can now read theſe 
e plain and poſitive Texts of Scriptures, and at 
é the fame time not think they are ſpoken of 

them, they are more hardened than Ferws, 
& and more inſincere than Phariſess. * Fo 


In the former Part of this Diſcourſe I obſerved 
that the Precepts concerning for/aking and ſellimg 
all did not oblige us in a literal Senſe, becauſe the 
State of the Church does not demand it of us, as 


it did of the Primitive Chriſtians; but ftill the 
fame Deadneſs to the World, the fame abſtem ious 
Uſſe of, and Readineſs to part with our Goods 
for Chriſt's fake, is as abſolutely neceſſary for, 


and as obligatory on us, as it was on them. For 
though the Church may differ as to the outward. 
State of it, in different : Ages, yet as to the Pu- 


rity of its inward State, it was, is, and always 


will be invariably the ſame. And all the Com- 


mands which we meet with in the Epi/tles, a- 
bout mortifying our Members which are upon 


the Earth, of ſetting our AﬀeCtions on things. 
1 Law's Chriflian Perfe&ion. 1 
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above, and of not being conformed to this 
World; are but ſo many inconteſtable Proofs 
that the fame Holineſs, Heavenly-mindedneſs, 
and Deadneſs to the World, is as neceſſary for 
us as for our Lord's immediate Followers 
But farther, as ſych an-Obſection argues an 
Ignorance of the Striptures, ſo it is a manifeſt ' 
Proof that ſuch as make it are Strangers to the 
Power of Godlineſs in their Hearts, For. ſince 
the Sum and Subſtance of Religion conſiſts in 
our Recovery from qur fallen Etate in Adam, 
by a New Birth in Chrift Feſus, there is an ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity for us to embrace and practiſe 
the Se H denial before recommended. Becauſe 
ve have not only a new Houſe to build, but an 
old one firſt to pull down; we muſt neceſſarily 


live unto God. In ſhort, all Things belonging 
to the Old Man muft die in us, before the 
Things belonging to the pᷣpirit can live and grow - 
in us. - e 
When Jeſus Chriſt was about to make his 
publicx Appearance, and to preach the glad 
Tidings of Salvation to a f cg, World, 
his Harbinger John Baptiſt was ſent to prepare 
his Way e him In like Manner, when 
this ſame Teſus is about to take Poſſeſſion of 
a converted Sinner's Heart, Self-denzal, like 'Fohn 
the Baptiſt, muſt prepare the Way before him: 
For we muſt mourn before we are capable of being 
comforted 3 we muſt undergo the Spirit Bon- 
dage, in order to be made meet to receive the 
Spirit of Adoption. e * 


— 


and had we, like Adam before his Fall, the Di- 
vine Image fully ſtamped upon our Souls, we then 
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therefore be dead to the World, before we can 


Were we indeed in a State of Innocence, 
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count of the Difficulty ata nding it at firſt, is 
but too like the Obſtinacy of a perverſe ſick 


the Taſte. 


as! our whole Head is fick, and our whole 
Health in us. And Feſus Chriſt, like à good 


nial, preſents us with a ſpiritual Medicine to 


ceive nor apply it, it is a Sign we are not ſen- 
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46 The Extent and Reaſonableneſs 
ſhould have no need of Self-denial ; but ſince we 
are fallen, ſickly, diſordered - Creatures, and this 
Self-fuffering, this Self-renunciation, is the indif- 
penſable Means of recovering our primitive Glo- 
ry; methinks; in that Caſe,” to endeavour to 
ake off and reject ſuch a ſalutary Practice, on 


Child, who nauſeates and refuſes the Potion 
reached out to it by a skilful Phyſician or ten- 
der Parent, becauſe it is a little ungrateful to 


Had any of us ſeen Lazarus when he lay full 
of Sores at the Rich Man's Gate; or Job, 
when he was ſmitten with Ulcers, from the Crown 
of his Head ta the Sole of his Foot ; And had we 
at the ſame Time preſcribed to them ſome heal- 
ing Medicines, which, becauſe they would put 
them to Pain, they would not apply to their 
Hounds, ſhould we not . moſt juſtly think, that 
they were either fond of a diſtempered Body, or 
were not ſenſible of their Diſtempers? But our 
Souls, by Nature, are in an infinitely more de- 
plorable Condition than the Bodies -of Fob or 
Lazarus, when full of Ulcers and Boils: For, 


"Heart faint ; frum the Crown of the Head, t 
the Sole of the Foot, we are full of Wounds and 
Bruiſes and putrifymg | Sores, and there is no 


Phyſician, in the Goſpel Doctrine of Self de- 
heal our Sickneſs : But if we will neither re- 


ſible of the Yretchedneſs of our State, or elſe 
that we are unwilling to be made whole. | 2 
e . . x a tt, 5 : ven 
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Even Naumas's Servants: could ſay, when he 


refuſed; purſuant to Elijab's Orders, to waſh in 
the River Jordan, that he might cure his L 


ſy, Father, if the Prophet had bid thee dv fume 


great Thing, wouldft' thou' not have done it? 
How much rather then, when he ſaith to thee, 
Waſh and be clean ? And may not J very 
properly addreſs myſelf to you in the ſame Man- 


ner, my Brethren 7—If Jeſus Chrift, our great 


Prophet, had bid you to do ſome great and very 


difficult Thing, would you not have done it? 


Much more then ſhould you do it, when he only: 
bids you -deny yourſelves what would certainly 


hurt you if enjoyed, and behold, you ſhall be | 


made perfectly whole, 
But to illu 
In the 12th 


St. Peter was kept in Priſon, and was ſleeping 


between two- Soldiers, bound with two Chains: 
And behold un Angel of the Lord came upon him, 


and ſmote Peter on the Side, ſaying, Ariſe up 
quickly: Aud his Chains fell off from his Hands. 
But had this great Apoſtle, inſtead of riſing up 
quickly, and doing as the bleſſed Angel com- 
manded him, hugged his Chains and begged 
that they might not be let fall from his Handag 
would not any one think that he was in love 


with Slavery, and deſerved to be executed next © 
Morning? And does not the Perſon who rgfuſes. 
to deny himſelf, act as inconſiſtently as this Apo- 
ſtle would have done if he had neglected the 
Means of his Deliverance ? For our Souls, by 
Nature, are in a ſpiritual Dungeon, ſleeping and 


faſt bound between the World, the Fleſh, and 


the Devil, not with Two but Ten Thouſand 
Chains of Luſts and Corruptions. Now Je- 


te this by EPR Gomparifon : 3 
pter of the Acts, we read, that 
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4 The Extent and Reaſo Cs 


s. Chriſt, like St. Peter's good A by his 
wo 36 bk and opens the Priſon ny pre- 
. ſcribes Self-denzal, Mortiication, and Renuncia- 
tian of ourſelves and the Morld, as ſo many ſpi- 
ritual Keys which will unlock our Shackles, 
make them fall off from our Hearts, and ſo re- 
ſtore us to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. 
But if we will not ariſe quickly, gird up the 
- Loins of our Mind, and deny ourſelves, as he 

has commanded, Are we not in love with 
Bondage, and deſerve never to be delivered 
from it? 

Indeed I will not affirm. that this Doctrine 
of Self-denial appears in this juſt Light to every 
one. No, I am ſenſible that to the Natural 
Men it is Kooliſhneſs; and to the young Convert an 
Hard Saying. But what ſays Saviour ? /f 
any Man will do my Mill, be ſhall know of 

of the Doctrine, whether it bs of God, or whe- 
1 I ſpeak of myſelf. This, my Kar Friends, 
7 „the only. Way. of Conviction: Let 

8 and be doing; * us ariſe quickly and 
deny ourſelves, and the Lord Feſus will remove 
thoſe Scales from the Eyes of our Minds, which 
now, like ſo many Vels, hinder us Gem ſeeing 
clearly the Reaſonableneſs, Neceſſity, and inex- 
preſſible Advantage of the Dactrine that has been 
= now delivered. us but once thus /hew our 
Felueg Men, and then the Spirit of God will 
. - move Ee Face of ;our Sock” as he did once 
2 the Face of the great Deep; * cauſe 
them to emerge out of that confuſed Chaos, in 
which they are moſt certainly now involved, if 
we are Strangers and Ae a mod e and 
. the aa ap ro: 114688 * 
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| But notwithſtanding this Doctrine of Self thi 
nial is, when rightly underſtood, ſo reaſonable 
and beneficial ; yet many, it is to be feared, 
like the young Man in "the Wee are r 
to go PE ſorrowful. 


7 


III. Proceed we therekuge wt ht. | 

and laſt general Thing propoſed 3 viz. To 
offer ſome Conſiderations, nch may ſerve 
ds ſo many Motives to reconcile us to, and 
quicken us in the Praftice. ok thi W ot 
3 e 1 ö 


1. And the rſt Means I than W to 
"+ in order to reconcile you to this Doctrine 


* 


is, to meditate frequently on the Life of our blei- 


ſed Lord and Maſter Fe/us Chriff. Ohl may 


we often think on Him our grand Exemplar! Fol- 


low him from his Cradle to the Gros and ſee 
What a ſelf-denying Life He led ! And {ball not 
ide drink of the Cup that be drank of. and be 
| beptized with the Baptiſm that He 2855 ba 74 
with Or think we that 7% C hrift -« 

ſuffered every thing in order to have us ace, 
and exempted from Sufferings? No, far be it 
from any ſincere Chriſtian * judge. after. this 


Manner: For St. Peter tells LY, He Ke, 


Fer us, leaving us an E. xample » that we ſhould 
follaw his Steps. Had - Chriſt, indeed, like thoſe 
that ſat in al es 5 2 1 wn heavy Burthens 
of Self-denial- u us, ( ſu were 
heavy e they are not) e touch © 
thats him: % with one of his Fingers ; we micht 
have had ſome Pretence to complain: But ſince 
He has enjoined us nothing but What he has firſt 
Put in Fa 1 Ts art Is | 

ot * 


Zo g The | Evo and begabt, 


O Diſciple, whoever that art, who wouldſt be 
above thy perſecuted ſelf-denying Maſter: And 
thou art no good and OR Ser Servant, who art 
1 unwilling to ſuffer and ſympathize with thy mor- 
=  tiked, coats; "va Lord. . : 

2. Next to the Patteri of our Bleſſed Maſter, 
think often on the Lives of the glorious Company 
of the Apoſtles, the goodly Fellowſhip of the Pro- 
Pbers, and the noble Army of Martyrs ; who by 

4 conſtant looking to the Author and , Finiſher of 
aur Faith, ___ fought the good Fight, and are 
gone befare us to inherit the Promiſes, View 
again and again, how holily, how ſelf-denying- 

ly, how uriblameably' they lived: And if Self- 

| was neceſſary 75 them, * y not for us 
alſo? Are we not Men of like Paſſions with 
them Do we not live in the ſme wicked 

| World a8 they did? Have we not the ſame good 

5 Spirit to aſſiſt, ſupport, and purify. us, as/they 

had? And 18 not the ſame eternal Inheritance 

reached out, as a Reward of our Self-denial and 
"the Renunciation thè odd, as was offered to 
: "them? And if we have the. ſame Nature to 
= ; 4 the fame wicked World to withſtand, 
rt i is: good Spirit. to. Help, and the kate. 
= Fam Crown to . 6ur Obedience; why | 
& | ſhould not we lead the fame ives. as , they did? 
Do we think They did Works of Supererogation? 
If not, why don't we do as they did? Or why 
does the Church ſet a- part F eſtivals to.comme- 
morate the Deaths and Suffe os of the Saints, 
but in order to Excite” us to TE them! as 4 
Mord 45 8 
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_ Thirdly, 9-5 bink often (ey the Pains o 

| Heli 0 0 , Whether it is not better to — 
5 ＋ a Right Flard or FR and pt out a Right 
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than to be ca into Hell, into the Fire that ne- 


many thouſands there are now , reſerved with 
damned Spirits in Chains of Dartntſs unto the 
Fullgment of the Great Day, for not complying 
with the Precept in the Text. - And think withal 
that This, this muſt be our own Caſe ſhort| 
unleſs we are wiſe in Time, and ſubmit to th 
eaſy Conditions our Saviour has preſcribed us, in 
order to avoid it. 
Fefus Cbriſt to be an hard Maſter; or rather think 
you not they would give ten thouſand times ten 
- thouſand Worlds, could they but return to Life a- 
gain, and take Chriſt's eaſy Yoke upon them? and 


can we ' dwell with everlaſting Burnings more 


than they? No; if we cannot bear this Pre- 


cept, Come deny yourſelves, take "up your” Crof- 
" Jes 3 þ how ſhall we bear this irrevocable Sentence, 


Depart from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 


prepared 0 the Devil and his Angels ? Bat 1 

hope thofe, amongſt whom I am now preaching _ 
Bod are not ſo diſingenuous as 

to need to be driven to their Duty by the Ter- 


the Kingdom of 


rors of the Lord, but rather deſire to be drawn 
by the Cords of Love W 5 


are now incircled, who when on Earth were 


called to deny themſelues as well as we, and were 
not diſobedient to that Call : 


| Wake, ſee the 


- {45 as 


* sirix. DIY 51 
7 if mw offend us (or. cauſe us to fin) "rather - 


der Hall be quenched ; © where the Warm dieth 
not, and the Fire is not quenched. Think how 
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Think you they now imagine 
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Laſtly therefore, and to conclude, —often me- 
diate on the Joys of Heaven: Think, think 
with what unſpeakable Glory thoſe happy Souls 


Liſt up your Hearts 

frequently towards the Manſions of eternal Bliſs, 
and with an Eye of Faith, like the great St. 
he Heavens s opened, and oy Son of 


p = 
— 
: - ” 
3 » of 1 
- By — 
. : * . 
* 2 4 
3 * 
4 & = n * ” \ ” Fl 
” ” \ " 
" « , 
&>7 . 2 xa 
8 1 
. A 4 { — ys Px . 
, p , 
© = * * ww 4 * 1 
a n N p 2 
— - 0 2 £E7 „ 
* 23 ene 
x «4% 5 fo *: fd J $a * 
an 1 N 2 Foe. IEA . 
4 i . - ' 
5 +4. 


4 Prin ts r 
8 3 
* 2 "Tt » 2 
\ . "Fe * 
Ou : 


= ES 


92 £24 . 1 


CODY ORE IE 
MALES N y 


— 


5 
Fs 


APN 
: * 


3 
8 3 


2 *, o _ 9 0 P oy 
tk £1 "I IEF * 7 ws * P 
* R "5 
* — 
9 * - o 
- 


52 The Extent and Reaſonableneſs, &c. 
Man with his glorious Retinue of departed Saints 
Fitting and ſolacing themſelves in eternal Joys, 
and with unſpeakable Comfort logking back on 
their paſt Sufferings and Self-demals, as ſo many 
Yorjous Means. which exalted them to ſuch, « 
Crown. Hark ! methinks.I hear them chant- 
ing forth their everlaſting Hallelujabs, and ſpend- 
ang an eternal Day in ecchoing forth triumphant 
Songz of Joy. And do you not long, my Bre- 
thren to in this heavenly Coir Do not you, 
Hearts burn within you ? 4s the Hart pantet 
after the Water Brooks, do not your Souls, %% J 
After the bleſſed Company of theſe Sons of God 
22 Id then a heavenly Ladder reached down 
to you, by which you may climb to this Holy 
Hill. Fam Man will come after them, let 
Bim deny himſelf and follow them. It was this, 
my Brethren, exalted the Holy Ju himſelf, as 
Man, to fit at the Right Hand of his adorable 
Father. By this alone every Saint that ever lived 
| aſcended into 1 72 of their Lord - And by this 
we, even we alſo may be lifted up into the ſame 
moſt bliſsful Regions, there to enjoy an eternal 
Reſt with the People of God, and join with 
them W Doxologies and Songs of Praiſe, 
to the Everlaſting, Bleſſed, All-glorious, moſt 
" Adorable Trinity, for ever and ever.. 


Which Gd of his infinite Mercy grant, Kc. 
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SERMON TV. 
The Neceſſiy. and Benefits of = 
RELIGIOUS SOCIET IT. 


. x 8 D 


EccLss. iv. 9, 0,17, 12. 1 


7 are better than One, Sagas” cf 
have a good Reward for their "Src 


For if they fall, the One will lift up bis 
Fellow : But teue be to him that is 
alone when he falleth ; for | he bath not 
another to help him up. 


Again, if Tuo lie together, then they. 
have Heat; but how can One be warm 


alune? 

Aud if One Grail againſt him, D A 
Hall withſtand him; and. a 7 ee . 
Cr 15 not _— broken. | 4 


for the ſad Decay of True Chriftiamty, 
rhaps the negleQting to aſſembie ur- 
ſelves together, in Religious Societies, may not be 
one of the leaſt. That I may therefore do my . 
41 99 BY: " FS adam | 
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Bae 7. Neceſſity. and Benefits 

Endeavour towards promoting ſo excellent a a 
Means of Piety, I have ſelected a Paſſage of 
- Scriptuze drawn from the Experience of the 
wiſeſt of Men, which being a little enlarged on 
and illuſtrated, will fully anſwer my preſent De- 
gn; that being to ſhew, in the beſt Manner 1 
can, the Neteſſity and Benefits of Society in ge- 

neral, and of | rer Society! in particular, „ 
= 33 ne Kean. 11 4 


7 Wo. are re beter then, One, Kc. 


J. 


. 


From which Words I hall take Occaſion to 
prove, of RW 


Fit, The Truth of the Wiſe Man- 8 Aﬀer- 
tion, vis. Two are better than One, and 
that in Reſerence to Society in general, and 
* Religious. Society ii m pa rticular. i | 
"Stands, To aſſign me Reaſons why Two 
are better than ,” the eſpecially as to the: laſt 
Particular. 1. Becauſe Men can raiſe up 
one another when 3 chance to Win: For 
if t all,. this One. will lift up bis Fel- 
4 Becauſe | they can 5 Heat to 
each other: Again, if Two lie together, 
then they have Heat ; ; but how can One 
be warm alone ? 3. Becauſe they can ſe- 
cure each _ from thoſe that do oppoſe 
them: And if one prevail againſt him, 
Two ſhall wit „ane bim; and a Three- 
' fold Cord is not quickly broken, n 
hence, 


mh 1 ſhall take "Occaſion to bew the 
Duty incumbent on 17 Member of a 


Kabi, o 
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* Partth and la/2ly, I ſhall draw an Inference 
or two from what ſhall have been ſaid; 
and then conclude with a Word or two of 
Exhortation from the Yi: 5 1 70 

K then, I am to prove the Truth of the 
Wiſe Man's Aſſertion, Dix. that Tivo are better 
than One, and that in Reference to Society in 
general, and Religious Societies in particular. 

And how can this be done better than 5. 
ſhewing that it is abſolutely neceſſary for the 

Melfare both of the Bodies and Souls of Men 455 
Indeed, if we look upon Man as he came out of 
the Hands of his Maker, we imagine him to 
be perfect, entire, lacking nothing. But God, 
whoſe, Thoughts are not as our - Thoughts, 
ſomething {till wanting to make Adam happy. 

And what was that? Why, an Help meet for 

him. For thus ſpeaketh the Scripture: And the 
Lord God ſaid, It is nolWgood that the Man 
ſhould be alone, 1 will make an Help meet for 
bin 4 


ſerve, God ſald, Tis 05 good, "thereby 
implying that the, Creation would have bent! im- 
perfect, in ſome Sggt, unleſs an Help was found 
out meet for Adam. And if this was the Caſe 
ef Man before the Fall; if an Help was meer 
for him in a State of Perfection; ſurely ſince the 
Fall, when we come naked mie helplefs out of 
our Mother” s Womb, when our Wants incfeaſe 
with our Years, and we can ſcarcely ſubſiſt a 
Day without the mutual Aſſiſtance of each other, 


_ | 
5 en wo ſer is abſolutely ecke 
2 le to our 2 9 * e W 
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well may we lay, It is not good for Man 4% * | 3 
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The Needy and Bag: 


8 WE DIE our View farther; and conſider Man- 
kind as divided into different Cit ies, Countries, 
and Nations, the Neceſlity of it will appear yet 

more evident. For how can Communities be 
- kept up, or Commerce carried on, without So- 
die? Certainly not at all, ſince Providence 
© ſeems wiſely to have afligned a particular Pro- 
duct to Amaſte each particular Country, on Pur- 
poſe, as it were, to oblige us to be ſocial; and 
Nach ſo admirably mingled the Parts of the whole 
Body of Mankind together, that the Eye cannot 
fay j the Hand, I have no Need of Thee ; nor 
again, the Hand to the Foot, I have no Need of 
ge, 
Many other Inſtances might be given of the 
Niteſfity of Society, in reference to our bodily, 
= perſonal, and wational Wants. But what are 
all theſe when weighed in the Ballance of Sanc- 
tray, in Compar eee of the infinite greater 
Need of it, with reſpect to the Soul ? It was 
= chief} regard to this better Part, no doubt, 
= da God lid, ſaid, It is not good for the MAan e 
Te For, let us ſuppoſe Adam to be as ha 
as may be, placed as the Lord of the Creation in 
the Paradiſe of God, and ſpefWing all his Hour: 
in 3 and praiſing the Bleſſed. Author of we 5 
as- his Soul was the very Copy of 
d. Biol Nature, whoſe bellt Property it is 
= 2 be c e ord Divine All- 
ufhcienty not be compleatly happy, 
becauſe he was alone and eee, pt 5 
even Content in Paradiſe for want of a Partner 
in his Joys. God knew this, and therefore ſaid, 
Tt ir not good that the Man hall be alone, I will - 
1 a Help meet, for him. And though this 
n a fra Mean: of ling” yet that was 
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f Ret 1 855 Ser 1. 57 = 
not owing to any natural Conſequence of Society; * 
but partly to that curſed Apoſtate, WhO cri 
lies in wait to deceive ; partly to Adam's own Fol- 
IWF ys i rather chuſing. to be miſerable with one he 

than truſt in God to raiſe him up another 
Soul | 

If we reflect indeed on that familiar Inter- 
courſe our firſt Parents could carry on with Hea-- 
ven, in a State of Innocence, we ſhall be apt to 
think he had as little Need of Society, as to his 
Soul, as before we ſuppoſed. him to have, in re- 
ſpect to his Body. But yet, as God and the Holy 
Angels were ſo far above him on the one Hand. 
and the Beaſts ſo far beneath him on the other. 
there was nothing like having one to converſe i 
with,” who was Bone of. his Os. and Fleſh ſþ of _ 
his Fleſh. 

Man, then; cad not be fully happy, e == 
even- in Paradi iſe, without a Companion of his 
own Species, much leſs now he is driven out. 1 
For, let us view him a little in his natural Eſtate 
now, ſince the Fall, as having his Underſtanding 
darktned, his Mind. alienated from. the Life of 
Ged.; as no more able to ſee his Way wherem: 
he ſhould go, than a Blind Man to deſcribe the 
Sun: That notwithſtanding. this, he'muſt re- 1 
ceive his Sight: ere he can ſee: God: And that if if 
he never ſees him, he never can be Happy. Let. 
us view him, I ſay, in this Light (ot gather this: _ 
Darkneſs) and deny the Neceſſity of Society” ik 
we can: A; Divine Revelation we find is abſo: 
lutely neceſſary, we being by Nature as unable = 
to know, as we are to do our Duty. And - 
bow ſhall we learn except one teach us? But was 2 
God to do this himſelf, . how ſhould we, with: ow 
Mos 2 5, exceedingly quake and fear! ? Nor. e _ 
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| The Neat = Bae | 
the. Miniſtry of Angels in this Affair be without 
too much Terror. It is neceſſary, therefore (at 
leaſt God's Dealing with us hath ewed' it to be 
ſo) that 1 we ſhould be drawn with the Cords of 
a Man. And that a Divine Revelation being 
granted, we ſhould uſe one another's Affiſtance, 
under God, to inſtruct each other in the Know- 
ledge, and to ex hort one another to the Practice 
af thoſe Things which belong to our everlaſting 
Peace. This is undoubtedly the great End of 
Society intended by God EE the Fall, and a 
ftrong Argument it is, why Two are better than 
One, and why we ſhould not forſake the aſſembling 
8 together, _ 
ut farther, let us conſider ourſelves as Chri- 
fians, as having this natural Veil, in ſome. mea- 
_Tare, taken off from our Eyes by the Aſſiſtance 
ef God's Holy Spirit, and ſo enabled to fee what 
dae requires of ws Let us ſuppoſe ourſelves in 
bome Degree to have taſted the good Word of Life, 
- and to have felt the Powers of the World to come, 
Influencing and moulding our Souls into a reli- 
-gious: Frame: To be fully and heartily convinced 
that we are Soldiers lifted, under the Banner » 
brit, and have proclaimed open War at our 
f e a gainſi the World, the Fleſh, and the 
- Dewl; 91 have, perhaps, frequently renewed 
our Obligations ſo to do, by partaking of the 
Lord Supper : : That we are ſurrounded with 
Millions of Foes Without, and infeſted with a 
Legion of Enemies within: That we are com- 
manded to ſhine as Lights in the World, in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation : : 
= That we ate travelling to a long Eternity, and 
need all imaginable Helps to ſhew us, and en- 
= e us in our . thither, Let us, I ſay, 
* | 1 ee lect 
13 | | 
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reflect on all this, ind then how ſhall each of 
us cry out, Brethren, What a neceſſary Thing it 
is to meet together in Religious Societies 
The Primitive Chiſtians were fully ſenſible 4 
. as and therefore we find them continually 
keeping up Communion with each other: For 
what ſays the Scripture? They continued Redfaſt- 
ly in. the e and Fellouyhip, Acts ii. 42. 
Peter and ohn were no ſooner fate by the 
Great Cane than they haſte away to theit _ 
. Companions. And being ſet at Liberty, ſays 
the Text, they came to their own, and told 
them all theſe Things which the High Prieft © 
had ſaid unto them, Acts iv. 23. Paul, as foon 
as converted, tarried three Days with the Di 
ciples that were at Damaſcus, Acts ix: 19. And 
Peter afterwards, when releaſed from Priſon, 


immediately goes to the Houſe of Mary, where © 6 4 


there were great Multitudes aſſembled, raying 
Acts xii. 12. And it is reported of C Mians 
in After-Ages, that they ufed to aſſemble 

ther before Day-light, to ſing a Pſalm to Chris 


as God. So precious was the Communion of ppc] 4 3 
in o Ds. Tilt iS 3 
If it, be asked, what Advantage we ſhall Shs. 


from ſuch a Pre dure now ? I anſwer, much» 
every. Way. Two are better than One, becauſe 


they have a good "Reward for their Labour 5. 9 1 


For tho fall, the One e's Ca + his Pellow ; 
but Nie be to him that is alone "when on fal-, r 
eth, for he hath not ant her ts help hint up» 


San, if Two he tigether," ther they have 4 4 A 


Heat; but how can one be rm" aluns? And. 
5 one prevail againſt him, Two 1 5 withfand 
ms; and a Three-foll Cord” hot. Fete, 


broken,” 5 10 Niet 
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ned directiy leads me to my £ Second 
Head, under which I was to affign 4 
rl why Two are better than Ones, ; 
in Klee, Society. 1 


* 45 Man i in his preſent Conditione cannot 4 
ways. ſtand. upright; but by Reaſon of the Frail- 
1 of his Nature cannot but fall ® one eminent " 

n why . Two are better 7505 One, or, in 

5 Words, one great Advantage of Religious 


3 3 | Society is, That 8 they Fall, the One will 1 


fe his- Fellew.. 
ati an cont. Nan this, indeed. 1 For 
alas! When we reflect how prone we are to be 


drawn into Error in our Judgments, and into 
Vice in our Practice; and how unable, at leaſt 


bow very unwilling, to eſpy or correct our on 


Miſcarriages ; when we conſider. how apt the 
World is to fatter us in our Faults, and how few | 
there are ſo kind as to tell us the Truth; what 


m incftimable Privilege muſt it be to have a Set 


of true, judicious, hearty Friends about us, con- 
timually watching over our Souls, to inform us 
i where we have fallen, and warn us that we fall 
not again for the future. Surely it is ſuch a Pri- 
vilege that * the Words of an eminent Chri-- 
Jian ve never know the Pad of, till we 
come to Glory. | | 
But this is not all; for LIN du we coli 
Sap? ſtand upright, yet 3 reflects on 
ide Difficulties of Religion in general, and his 
an Propenſity to Lukewarmneſs and Indiffe- 
rence in particular, will find that he muſt be 
-zealous as well as ſteady, if ever be expects to 
euter the Kingdom 0 Heaven. Here, then, 


3 the _ Man 3 out! to us another excellent. 
1 | RO 
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fays be, If Two he. together, thin” they baue 
Heat ; ; but how can One be warm alone? _ 


W712 I 
Which was the next Thing to be cohſidered* © 
| Jer the Second General Head, viz. to aflign. = 
a-ſecond Reaſon. why Two are better than One, 
becauſe they can impart Heat to each other, 
In it an Obſervation no leſs true than common, 
That kindled Coals, if placed aſunder, ſoon go' 
out, but if heaped together, quicken and enliven ' = 
each other, and afford a laſting Heat. The ſame » - 
will hold good in the Caſe now before us. If Chri- * i 
" flians kindled by the Grace gf God unite, they will: — 
quicken and enliven each but if they ſepa- 4 
rate and keep aſunder, no Ne] if they ſoon grow , ʒ=Y = 
cool or tepid. If Tuo or Three meet together i in 1 
Chriſt's Name, they will have Heat. but haw can 
One be warm alons? 

Obſerve, How can one bes warm alone, ? The- 9 
Wite Man's expre ling himſelf by way of Queſti- = 
on, implies an Impoſhbility, at leaſt a very great 
_ Difficulty, to be warm in Religion without Com- 


pany, where it may be had: Behold here, then, 
another excellent Benefit lowing from, Ria, 1 
Society ; it will keep us zealous, as well as Ready, . = 
in the Ways of Godlineſs. 7 
But to illuſtrate this A little farther by a Compa- 47 
riſon or two. Let us look upon 6 Tre (as was 
above hinted ). as Soldiers liſted under Chriſt's 
Banner; as going out with Ten thouſand to meet- 
One. that cometh againſt us with twenty thouſand : > 
as Perſons that are to wreſtle not only with. Fleſh 
and Blood, but againſt Principalities, AR Paw- 
ers, and ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high places. And 
bon tell _ all ye that fear God, if it be not an 
V riviledge to kayea Com of Fellow 
in y gia Soldiers 
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Soldiers continually about us, animating, and ex- 
horting each other to ſtand. our ground, to keey 


5 2 S _ our Ranks, and manfully to follow the Captain 


of our Salvation, though it be through a Sea, of 
Blood 7 5 

'Laſfly, Let us conſider ourſelves in another 
View before mentioned, viz. as Perſons travel- 
_ ling to a long Eternity ; 3 as reſcued by the free 
_ Grace of Cod, in ſome Meaſure, from our na- 
tural Egyptian Bondage, and marching under the 
Conduct of our Spiritual Foſhua, through the 
Wilderneſs of this World, to the Land of our 
| Heavenly Canaan. Let us farther reflect how 
apt we are to ſtartigt every Difficulty ; to cry, 
There are Lions There are Lions in the Way 
' There are the Sons of Anat to be grappled with, 
ere we can poſleſs the promiſed Land: How 
prone we are, with Let's Wife, to look wiſh- 
fully back on our Spiritual Sodom, or, with the 
- foolifh [/raelites, to long again for the Fleſb-Pots 


of Egypt, and to return to bur former natural 


State of Bondage and Slavery, Conſider this, 
my Brethren, and ſee what a bleſſed Privilege 
it "wil be to have a Set of Iſraelites indeed a- 
bout us, always reminding us of the Folly of any 
- ſach cowardly Deſign, and of the intolerable Mi- 
* we ſhall run into, if. we fall in the leaſt 
hort of the promiſed Land. | 

More might be ſaid on [thi Parka, did | 
not the Limits of a Diſcourſe of this Nature, 
blige me to haſten, 

3. To give a Third Reaſon, bnd by 
the Wiſe Man in the Text, why Two are better 
than One; namely, becauſe they can ſecure each 
other rom. Enemies without, 230 5 One pre- 

Mr 
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"Of 2 LIGIOUS. - SOCIETY. 
22 it again him, yet Two ſhall withſtand bim ; J 
and a Threefold Cord is not quickly broken... 
Hitherto we have conſidered the Advantages of | 
Religious Societies, as a great Preſervative againſt” 
falling (at leaſt dangerouſly falling) into Sin and 
Lukewarmneſs, and that too from our 'Cor- 
ruptions. But what ſays the Wiſe Son of Strach ? 
My Son, when thou goeſt to ſerve the Lord, pre- 
pare thy, Soul for Temptation And that not on- 
ly from inward, but outward Foes ;. particularly 
from thoſe two grand Adverſaries, the World 


and the Devi]: For no ſooner will thine Eye 


be bent Heavenward, but the former will be 


immediately diverting it another Way, telling 


thee thou needeſt not be ſingular in order to be 


religious ; that one oy be a Chri/tian without 


Common Road. 


gol ng ſo much out of 


or will the Dewi] be wanting in his artful | 
Inſinuations, or impious Suggeſtions, to divert or 
terrify thee from preſſing forwards, that then 


mayſ/t lay hold on the Crown of Life : And if 
he cannot prevail this Way, he will try ano- 
ther; and, in order to make his Temptation the 
more undiſcerned, but withal more fucceſsful, 
he will employ, perhaps, ſome of thy neareſt 
Relatives, or moſt powerful Friends, (as he ſet 
Peter on our bleſſed Maſter) who will always be 
bidding thee ſpare thyſelf; telling thee thou need- 
cft not take ſo much Pains; that it is not ſo 
difficult a Matter to get to Heaven as ſome 
People would make of it, nor the Way o nar- 
row as others imagine it to be. 
But ſee here the Advantage of Religious Com- 
pany ; for ſuppoſing thou findeſt-thyſelf thus ſur- 


Founded on every Side, and unable to withſtand 
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date away to thy Companions, and they will 
teach thee a truer and better Leſſon; they will“ 
= tell thee; that thou muſt be „ingular if thou wilt 
be religious; and that it is as impoſſible for a 
= Chri/tigg, as for a City ſet upon a Hill, to bg 
= hid: t if thou wilt be an almgſt Chriſtian 
= (and as good be none at all) thou mayeſt live in 
= the fame idle, indifferent Manner as thou ſeeſt 
moſt other People do: But if thou wilt be not 
only almgſt, but altogether a Chriſtian, they will 
inform thee thou muſt go a great deal farther : 
T bat thou muſt not only /aintly ſcet, but carneſi- 
5 rive to enter in at the ftrait Gate : That there 
is but One Way now to Heaven as formerly, v. z. 
= through the narrow Paſſage of a ſound Conver-- 
en And that in order to bring about this 
mighty Work, thou muſt undergo a conſtant, 
but neceſſary Diſcipline of Faſting, Watching, 
and Prayer. And that therefore, the only Rea- 
= fon why theſe Friends give thee ſuch Advice, is, 
= becauſe they are not willing to take ſo much 
L Pains themſelves ; or, as our Saviour told Peter 
ona like Occaſion, becauſe they ſavaur not the 
= 1 that be of God, but the Things that be of 
en. : 
= This then, is another excellent Bleſſing ariſing 
= from Religreus Society, that Friends can hereby 
= fecure each other from thofe that oppoſe them. 
The Devil is fully ſenſible of this, and therefore* 
be has always done his utmoſt to ſuppreſs, and put 
Stop to the Communion of Saints, This was 
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© Of Rericrovs Society. 63 
aſſembling niger us together. Nor has he yet * 
left off his old Stratagem; it being his uſual, 2 
Way to entice us by ourſelves, in order to tempt 1 
us; where, by being deſtitute of one another's | 
Helps, he hopes to lead us captive at his Hill. 
But, on the contrary, knowing his own In- 
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tereſt is ſtrengthened by Society, he would firſt -Y 
perſuade us to negle& the Communion of Saints, 3 
and then bid us fand in the Way of Sinners, B 
hoping thereby to put us into the Seat of. the Scorn- 1 


ful. Fudas and Peter are melancholy Inſtances k 
of this. The former had no ſooner left his Com- A} 
pany at Supper, but he went out and betrayed his g 
Maſter : And the diſmal downfal of the latter, 
when he would venture himſelf amongſt a Com 
pany of Enemies, plainly ſhews us what the DB. 
vil will endeavour to do, when he gets us by 1 
ourſelves, Had Peter kept his own Company, 
he might have kept his Integrity; but a /ingle - 
Cord, alas, how quickly was it broken? Our 
Bleſſed Saviour knew this full well, and there- 
fore it is very obſervable, that he always ſent out 
his Diſciples Two by TW] je he 
And now, after ſo many Advantages to be 
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reaped from Religious Society, may we not very 
juitly cry out with. the Wiſe Man in my Text, N 
Moe be to him that is alone; for when he ful. 
leth, he hath not another to lift him ap When. 
he is cold, he hath not a Friend to warm him; 
when he is Nr he hath not a Second to held 
him to withſtand his Enemy. 3 
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II. I now come to my Third general HeadZ 
under which was to be ſhewn the ſeveral 
Duties incumbent on every Member of 4. 


. Kelipwus 3 
6 


6666 The Neceſhly aud Bengits 
| . | Religious Society, as ſuch, which are three. 
i. Og Reproof ; 2. Mutual E xhorta- 


7 ton; Mutua off Ning and din 
EI Noe other, 4 


I; Mutual Reproof. 8 are better than 
One; r when ad fall, the 2 will [i * 7 
bis #0 | | 


„ 0 * 


Now, a may be 28 either in a more 

extenſive Senſe, and then it ſignifies our raiſing 

a Brother by the gentleſt Means, when he falls 

into Sin and Error; or in a more reſtrained Sig- 
nification, as reaching no farther than thoſe little 

. Miſcarriages, which an) happen in the 

moſt holy Men living. 

The Wie Man in the Text, pn BB all of 

us ſubject to both: For when they fall (ſays he, 

= thereby im plying that each of 1 us may fall) the 
On- wil lift up his Fellow. From whence we 
©. may infer, that when any Brother is overtaken 
with a Fault, he that is ſpiritual (that is, re- 
generate, and knows the Corruption and Weak-, 
_ neſs of Human Nature) ought to reſtore ſuch a 
one in the Spirit of Meekneſs. And Why he 
- ſhould do fo, the Apoſtle, ſubjoins a Reaſon 
conſidering thyſelf, left thou alſo be tempted ; i. e. 

3 0 dering os rally, felt d thou alſo fall 
3 by the like Temptation. 

Me are all fra unſtable S * it is 
merely owing to the Free Grace and good Pro- 
vidence of God that we run not into the ſame Ex- 
= ceſs of. Riot with other Men. Every offending 
= . therefore, claims our Pzty rather 
EY Gan our . and each Member ſhould 


ſtrive 


_— 


* MT 


* ſtrive who mould de moſt forward, as well as 


State, e n 


But ſuppoſing A 'Perlon OY to be evertaken, 
but to fall wilfully into a Crime; yet who art 


thou that denieſt Forgiveneſs to thy offending 
Brother ? Let him that flandeth take heed left be 


fall. Take ye, Brethren, the holy Apoſtles as 
eminent Examples for you to learn by, how ou 


ought to behave in this Matter. Conſider how 
quickly they joined the Right Hand of Fellow- 
ſhip with Pots. who had fo wilfully denied his 
Maſter : For we find John and him together 
but two Days after, Fohn xx, 2. , And ver. 19, 
we find him afſembled with the Teſt... So ſoon 
did they forgive, ſo ſoon aſſociate with their ſin- 

ful, yet relenting Brother 775 55 .. Us 20. and 4 
. 428 

But there is n l of Nr incum- 


bent on every Member of a Religious Society 3 : ; 
namely, a gentle Rebuke for ſome 35 arriagę . 


or other, which, though 1 actually ſinfuli pet 


may become the Occaſion of. Sin. This indeed 


ſeems, a more yy but perhaps will be. found 
a more difficult 


own his Brethrens Reproof to be. juſt; whereas, 
when it was only for ſome little iſcondud 


cern for his Welfare, it muſt be adminiftred by 
it be applied; only, like a skiltul Phyſician, gild 
EE, 5 x, LOS. 


Of Rxetirerovs: Socrety. 1 


moſt gentle, in Frfforing him to his former 5 


oint than the former: For 
when a Perſon has really ſinned, he cannot but 


Pride that is in our Natures, will ſcarce ſuffer us i 
to breok it. But however ungrateful this Pill 
may be to our Brother, yet if we haye any Con- 


ſome friendly Hand or other. By all Means then let * 


over N ungrateful epics, and — if 
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68 "he me e Bois PS 
poſſible, to deceive thy Brother into Health and 
SBioundneſs. Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and 
alice, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put away. from = 
Lei the Patient know his Recovery is the only 
Thing aimed at, that thou delighteſt not cau/e- 


ly te grieve thy Brother ; and then thol . not 
want Succeſs. 


1 


2. Mutual E nn is the ſecond Duty re- 
ſulting from the Words of the Text Again, 
if Two He thgether, then they have Heat. 75 


Obſerve here again, the wiſe Man ſuppoſes it 
as impoſſible” for religious Perſons to meet toge 
ther, and not to be the warmer for each other's 
Company, as for two Perſons to lye in the fame 

Bie, and yet freeze with Cold. But now, how 
i it poſſible to communicate 12 5 wack other, 
=” en mutually /tirring up the Gift o God 
which is in us, Y Ae Et RG Let 
= every Member then of a Rejigivus Society write 
== that zealons Apoftle's Advice on the Tables. of 
his Heart; See that ye exhort;. and prevote one 
another to Love, and to go Works ; and (+ 
much the more as you ſee the Day of the Lord. 
pproaching. Believe me, Brethren, we have 
— * to rouge up our ſleepy Souls, 
us upon our Watch againſt the Temptations 
of the Wall, the Fleſh, and the Devil; to ex- 
eite us to renounce ourſelves, to take up our 
Croſſes, and follow our Bleſſed Maſter, and the 
'* glorious Company of Saints and Martyrs, 20ho- 
through Faith hade fought the good Figbt, and 
are gone before us to inherit the Promiſes. A third. 
Fart, 1 0 5 of the Time wherein a. Reli- 
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in this important Duty: 
have our Underſtandings 


Readi; 
inclin 


Of RELICIOus enn 
gious Fociety meets, ſeems neceſſary to be ſpent | 


For what avails it >” 


enlightened by | 
,. unleſs our Wills are at the "04 Pine 
and inflamed by mutual Exhortation, 


to put it in Practice? Add to this, that this is 
the beſt Way both to receiye and impart Light, 
and the only ” Means to preſerve and increaſe that 


Warmth and Heat. which each Perſon firſt 


brought with him; God ſo ordering this, as all 


other ſpiritual Gifts, that t him that hath, i. e. 
improves and communicates what he hath, ſhall 
be given; but from him. that hath not, i. e. does 


not improve the Heat he hath, ball be taken a- 
abay even that which he Seemed. to have. 


So need- 


ful, [o eſſentially neceſſary, is Exhorzation to 

the Good of Society. | 

3. Thirdly and laſtly, The Text points out. 
another Duty incumbent. on every Member of a - 
- Religious Society, viz. to defend each other from 


thoſe that do oppoſe them, 1 
agdinſt him, Ye of two ball toit hand him; and 1 | 


And if One prevail 


threefold Cord is not quickly broken, 


Here the Wife Man takes it for granted, that 1 
Offences will come, nay, and that they may prevail » 


too. And this is no more than our Blefſed Maſter 
has long ſince told us. Not indeed, that there is 


any Thing in Chri ianity itſelf that has the Jeaſt 
Tanke) w ive 15 to, 9 ſuch Offen- 
ces: No, on t 
Unity and Love. 
But ſo it is, that ever ſince the fatal Sentence 


. 


contrary, it breathes nothing but 


pronounced by God, after our firſt Parents Fall, 
viz, I will 2 Enmity between thy Seed and her 
Seed; He that is born 15 the Fleſh, that is, the 


unregenerate 
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70 De Neceſſity and Bete 


unregenerate unconverted Sinner, has in all Apes 
perſecuted him that is born a 5 10 Spirit And 
ſo it always will be. Accordin d an early 
Proof given of this in 4 inſtance of, Cain 
3 and Abel; and of Iſhmael and Iſaac; of Facob and 
Eu afterwards. And, indeed; the whole Bib: 
1 contains little elſe but an Hiſtory, of the great and 
cContinued Oppoſition between the Children of this 
A, World and the Children of God. The firſt Chri- 
-Y rans were remarkable Examples of this; and 
"though thoſe, troubleſome Times, bleſſed be God, 
= are now over, yet the Apoſtle has laid it down as 
= a general Rule, and all that are ſincere can expe- 
= rimentally prove the Truth of it. That thy that 
= will live 4.0 in Chrift Feſus, muſt (to the End 
= of the World, 'in ſome Degree or other) ſuffer 
J Perſecution. That therefore this may not make 
= us deſert our Bleſſed Mifter's Cauſe, every Mem- 
* ſhould unite their Fo orces, in order ito ſtand 
-apainſt it. And, for the better effecting thi, 
each would do well, from Time to Time, 
communicate his tne Grievances, oe 
= Temptations, and beg his Companions (firſt ask- 
ing God's Aſſiſtance, without which all is no- 
= thing) to 2 tis Cale aa 8 ExhortMion, or 
_— Comfort, as his Ca 280 that F One 
= cannot prevail againſi 1 90 o ſhall withſtand 
it; and a Threefold (Wach leſs a many-fold) 
3 Cord will not be qurchly 22 22 0 
1 | e 
= . IV. But it is Time for me to proceed to the 
= . - Fourth general Thing. propoſed, viz. to 


draw an Inference or two Renn what has 
been ſaid, 


% 


Of Ry tuned? eirr r. 75 . 
1. And firſt then, if Two are better than One, | | 
and the | Advantages of Religious Society are fo 
many and ſo great, then it is the Duty of evety 
true CA ri/tian to {et on Foot, eſtabliſh and pro- 
motegFas much as in him lyes, Societies of this 
Nature. And I believe we may venture to-af- _ Mi 
firm, that if ever a Spirit of true Chriſtianity. is ai 
revived in the World, it muſt be brought about 
by ſome ſuch Means as this. Motives, ſurely,” - 
cannot be wanting, to ſtir us up to this com- 
mendable and neceſſary Undertaking. : For, 
granting all hitherto advanced to be pf no Force, — 
et methinks the ſingle Conſideration that great = 
Part of our Happinels in Heaven will conſiſt in 


the Communion of Saints; or that the Intereſt 
as well as Piety of thoſe Sectariſts that differ from il 
us, is ſtrengthened and ſupported by nothing, 
more than their frequent Meetings ;\ either ß 
theſe Conſiderations, I fay, one would think, * 
ſhould induce us to do our utmoſt to copy after. _ 
their good Example, and ſettle a laſting and pious. wo 
Communion of the Saints on Earth. Add to this, 
that we find the Kingdom of Darkneſs eſtabliſſu 
ed daily y. ſuch like Means; and ſhall not the. — 
Kingdowlipt Chriſt be ſet in Oppoſition againſt. 
pf Belial aſſemble and 4 
| Rrengthen each other ickedneſs ; and ſhall . 
not the Children of God unite, and 5 
themſelves in Piety ? Shall Societies on Societies 
be countenanced for midnight Revellings, and 
the promoting of Vice, and ſcarcely one be found 
intended for the Propagation of Fear — | 
Be aſtoniſhed, O Heavens at this! 2 
A4. But this leads me to I ca Tad; - = 
namely, to warn Perſons of che great Danger 1 
er thoſe. 


* ©" 
282 k 
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thoſe are in, who either by their Subſcriptions, 
Preſence, or Approbation, promote Societies of 
ee re to Religion. 
And here T would not be underſtood :o mean 
only thoſe Publick Meetings which are figned 
manifeſt for nothing elſe but Revellings and 
= for Chambering and Wantonneſ,, 
= -. und at which a modeſt Hachen would bluſh 
"to be preſent; but alſo thoſe ſeemingly innocent 
- Entertainments and Meetings which 'the politer 
Fart of the World are ſo very fond of, and ſpend 
ſo much Time in: But which notwithſtandi ing, 
keep as many Perſons out of a Senſe of True Re- 
gion, as Intemperance, Debauchery, or any 
other Crime whatever. Indeed, whilſt we are 
in this World, we muſt have proper Relaxations, 
to fit us both for the Buſineſs of our Profeſſion, 
and. Religion. But. then, for Perſons who call 
. themſelves Chri/tians, that have ſolemnly vowed 
At their 55% to renounce the J. anities of. this 
Fe World; that are commanded in Scripture 
© to, abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and t 
„* have tbeir Converſation in Heaven. For ſuch 
Perſons as theſe to ſupport Meetings, that (to 
E -fay no worſe of them). are vain and ing, and 
blaue a natural ws Mi draw off ur Minds 


| ay God, is abſurd Idus, and finful. Surc- 
ly Tioo are not bett, an One in this Caſe: 
th it is to be wiſhed there was not one to 
be found concerned in it. The ſooner we for- 
: . Eren the aſſembling ourſelves together in ſuch a 
= better; and no matter how quick- 
= I the the Cord that holds ſuch. Societies 19 it a 
1  Thoud-fol) is 3 TY | 
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F Rrrrotouvs Soc. 72 
But you, Brethren, have not ſo learnt Chrift - 
But, on the contrary, like true Diſciples of your 
Lord and Maſter, have by the Bleſſing of G 
(as this Evening's Solemnity - abundantly teſti- 
Bes) happily formed yourſelves into ſuch Societies, 

which, if duly attended on, and improved, can- 
not but ſtrengthen you in your Chriſtian, War- 

fare, and make you fruitful in every good Mor 

and Work, WF 3 5 * 5 12 4 928 

What remains for me to do, but, as was pro- 
poſed, in the laſt Place, to cloſe up what has been 
ſaid, in a Word or two, by Way of Exhorta- 
tion from the whole, and to beſeech you, in the 

Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to go on in 

the Way you have ; and by a conſtant 
conſcientious Attendance on your reſpective Socie- 


ties, to diſcountenance Vice, encourage Virtue, | 
and build each other up in the Knowledge and Fear 


off Gl. 


9B E 
Only permit me to fir up your pure Minds, 
zy way of Remembrance, and to exhert, you, 


if there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, am Fel- 
lowſhip of the Spirit, again and again to con- 
ſider, that as all Chriftians in general, ſo. all 
Memhifts of Religious Societies in particular, 
are in an eſpecial Manner, as. Houſes built 
upon an Hill; and that therefore it highl 

concerns you to walk c:rcumppettly towards thoſe 
that are without, and to take heed to yourſelves, 
that your. Gonverſation, in common Life, be 


as becometh ſuch an open and peculiar Profeſ- . 


ſion of the Goſpel of | Chriſt : Knowing that the 
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Eyes of all Men are upon you, narrowly to in- 

ſpet every Circumſtance of your Behaviour; 
and that every notorieus wilful Miſcarriage of 
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7 De Neceſſity and Benefits" ; 


any fingle Member will,” in ſome Meaſure,” re- 
dound to the ende and Diſhonour * 
whole "Fraternity, / NSN. 

Labour, therefore, my beloved 8 


11 tet your, Practice correſpoid to your Profeſſion: 


And think not that it will be ſufficient for 
vou to plead at the laſt Day, Lord have we 
not aſſembled ourſelves in thy Name, 
and enlivened each other, by ſinging Pſalms, and 
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs ? For verily, I ſay 
unto you, notwithſtanding this, our Blefled Lord 
Will id 1 you . depart from him; nay, that you 
Mall receive a greater Damnation, if, in the 
midſt of theſe great Pretenſions, you are found 
to be Workers Aar 5 guity. 

But God forbid that any ſuch Evil ſhould 
befal you; that there ſhould be ever a Judas, 


ever a Traitor amongft ſuch . diſtinguiſhed Fol- 


- lowers of our Common Maſter. No, on the 
- contrary, the Excellency of your Rules, / the 
Regularity of your Meetings, and more Pay 
cially your pious Zeal in aflembling in ſuch a 
- publick and folemn Manner fo frequently in the 
Year, perſuade me to think, that you are wil- 
"ling, not barely to ' ſeem, but to be in | Reality, 
Cbriftians; and hope to be found at the 
Laff Day, what you would be eſteemed now, 
vis. holy, fincere Diſciples on 2 Crucified Re- 
deemer. 

Oh, may you always continue thus minded ! 
and make it your daily, conſtant Endeavour, 
both by Precept and Example, to turn all your 
converſe with, more eſpecially thoſe of your 
own Societies, into the fame moſt bleſſed Spi- 
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Of Rzticiovs' Society. 75. 
Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt in all Things: 
Thus will you anticipate the Happineſs of a fu- 
ture State; and by attending on, and improving 
the Communion of Saints on Earth, make your= 
ſelves meet to join the Communion and Fellow= 
ſhip of the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, of 


the Holy Angels, __ of the Ever Bleſſed and 
Eternal God in Heaven. 


Which God of bis Abe, Mercy grant OE 


725% Chriſt our Lord; to whom with the 
ather, and the Holy Gheft, Three Perſons, 
and One Eternal God, be aſcribed, as is 


moſt due, all Honour and Praiſe, Ms ght, 


Alain and 9 notu for ever. 
— 
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INTERCESSION every Chri- 
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ATRESS. . . 
| Brethren, Pray for us. 


F we enquire; why there is fo little Love 
to be found amongſt Chriſtians, why the 
very Characteriſtick, by which every one 
ſhould know that we are Diſciples of the Holy 
Fer on almoſt baniſhed- out - of the Chriſtian 
orld We ſhall find it, in a great Meaſure, 
owing to a Neglect or ſuperficial Performance 
df that moſt God-like Part of ſecret Prayer In- 
terceſſion, or imploring the Grace or Mercy in 
| behalf of others. 1 | 
Some forget this Duty of Praying for others, 
becauſe they ſeldom remember to Pray for them- 
ſelves: And even good People, who are conſtant 
in Praying to their Father which is in Heaven, 
are often ſo conſtrained and ſelfiſh in their Ad- 
© drefles to the Throne of Grace, that they do not 
enlarge their Petitions for the Welfare. of their 


/ . Fellow Chriſtians as they ought ; and thereby 
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fall ſhort: of attaining that Chriſtian Charity, 


1 
2. 
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VrERCESSION 77 


that unfeigned Love of their Brethren, which 
their ſacred Profeſſion obliges them to aſpire after, 
and without which, though they would befow 
all their Goods to yn the Poor, and even give 
their Bodies to be a td it n profit them 
nothi ng. 1 

Since then theſe Things are fo, I ſhall from 
the Words of the Text (though originally intend» 
ed to ig more CONNER) SQyour to _ | by 


E Nys. That it is very. Chriftiaw 8 Duty to 
Pray for Others, as well as for himſelf. .- + 
II. Secondly, Who are Thoſę that we ihe 
to Pray for, and in what anner we ſhould 
do it. And, 


36 III. Thirdly, I ſhall offer mas Motives to 
. excite all, Chriſtians to e in 3 


Duty of 1 nterceſſion, | 
I. Firſt then, I ſhall ls to 9 


That it is every Chriſtian's Duty to Pray 


lor Others, as well as for Himſelf. 


7 Ae is 2 Duty 8 Natural 


Religion; the very Heathens never neglected it, 


though many Chriſtian 'Heathens amongſt us 


do: Andi it is fo eſſential to Chriſtianity, that 


vou might as reaſonably expect to find a living 


Man without Breath, as a true Chri/tian with-- 
out the Spirit of Prayer and Supplication Thus, 
no ſooner was St, Bau converted, but bebold he 
prayeth, faith the Lord Almighty. And thus 


will it be with ev 


He becomes ſuch: Prayer being 41 lets ed 1 
. 25 Cry of the New-born Soul, WE» 


f 
1 


7 1 
1 | 


Child of God, as ſoon as- | 
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38 INTERCESSION 
For in the Heart of every True Believer 
there is a Heavenly Tendency, a Divine At- 


traction, which as ſenſibly ' draws him to con- 


verſe with God, as the Load-ſtone attracts the 
Neal ca ont wh ho neg 
deep Senſe of their own Weakneſs, and of 
Chrifts Fulneſs ; a ſtrong Conviction of their 


Natural Corruption, and of the Neceflity of 
_ renewing Grace; will not let them reſt from 


crying Day and Nigbt to their Almighty Re- 
deemer, that the Divine Image, which they loſt 
in Adam, may through His All- powerful Media- 
tion, and the Sanctifying Operations of his bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, be begun, carried on, and fully per- 


* 
CIP 1 
9 | 


=  fefted both in their Souls. and Bodies. 
| Thus earneſt, thus importunate, are all ſin- 


_ then, not Raving ſo lively, laſting, and deep a 


= tive in their Prayers for them—Whereas, was the 

Tove of God ſhed abroad in our. Hearts, and did 
we Love our Neighbour in that Manner in 
which the Son of God our Saviour /oveth us, and 
according 'to his Command and Example, we 


tual” and Temporal Welfare, as for our own ; 
and as earneſtly deſire and endeavour that others 
ſhould ſhare in the Benefits of the Death and 
Paſſion of Feſus Chrift as we ourſelves. 
Let not any one think, that this is an uncom- 


% 
. 


-  fince it is no ſuch Thing: — For if we are all 
”” © Commanded to Love our Neighbour (that is every 
Man) even 47 ourſelves, nay to Lay dotum our 


7 e Lives 


cere Chriftians" in Praying for themſelves: But 


:-- Senſe of the Wants of their Chriſtian Brethren, 
hben are for the moſt Part too remiſs and defec- _ 


could not but be as importunate for their Spiri- 


mon Degree of Charity; an high Pitch of Per- 
fection, which every ane cannot attain unto ; 
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Avery Chriſtians DUTY. | 79 
Lives for the Brethren; then, it is the Duty of 
all to Pray for their Neighbours as much as for 
themſelves, and by all poſſible Acts and Expreſſions 
of Love and Affection towards them, at all. * 
their Readineſs. even, to lay ; 
| for them, if ever it Thoyld : 
pleaſe God to call them to it. | 
Our Bleſſed Saviour as He hath ft us an 
Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps in 
every Thing elſe, ſo hath he more eſpecially in 
This: — For in that moſt Divine, that moſt 
Perfect and inimitable Prayer (recorded in te 
17th of St. John) which he put up juſt before 
His Paſſion, We find but few Petitions: for His 
own, though many for His Diſciples Welfare: 
And in that moſt perfe& Form Which He has © 
been pleaſed to preſcribe us, We 5 al „ 
- ſay,—not My, but Our Father, —Thereby 
put us in mind, that, whenever we app 4 
Throne of Grace, We ought to Pray, —not in 280 3 
our own Name alone, but in the Name of all our © 2 
- Brethren in Chris. "0 
. Interceſſion then is certainly's a Dat * nume 
N Fall Chr: ns | | b% 


1. Whom we are p Spd for, 4 and How WO 
this Duty is to be performed, comes net 
to be e e W 7 
ral We oY: 1. 1 


1. And Arlt, our e EE. hy univer⸗ 
fal—7 will, ſays the Apoſtle, that Prayers,  Sup- - 
plications, and Interceſſions, be made far Al Men, 
For as God's Mercy is over All his Norts, as 
ny Chrift died to Redeem aP eople out- of ol =_ 

ations and Languages; ſo, We ; ſhould pray ß, 
e  thas "© 
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| l, amidſt the Grandeur of a Court, and | 
N 5 | 5 , | . gave 
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that I Men may come to the Nuotoledge of the 
Truth, and be ſaved. Many precious Promiſes 
are made in Holy Writ, that the Goſpel ſhall be 
publiſhed through the whole World, that the Earth 
Hall be covered with the Knowledge of the Lord, 
as the Waters cover the Sea: And therefore it is 
our Duty not to confine our Petitions to our own 
Nation, but to to Pray that all thoſe Nations, 


who now fit in Darkneſs and in the Shadow 


of Death, may have the glorious Goſpel ſhine 
out upon Them, as well as upon Us. But you 


need not that any Men ſhould teach you This, 


ſince Ye yourſelves are Taught of God, even of 


Feſus Chrift himſelf, to Pray, that His King- 


dom may come; Part of the Meaning of which 
Petition is, That God's Ways may be known 
An. te bc 5 OLE 

2. Next to the Praying for all Men, we 
ſhould, according to St. Pauls Rule, Pray for 


upon Earth, and His Saving Health among All 


a * Kings ; particularly, for our preſent Sovereign 
ing GEORGE, and all that are put in Au- 


rity under Him: That we may lead grict 


Lives, in all Gdalineſ and Honeſty — For, if 


we conſider how heavy the Burden: of Go- 


© © vernment is, and how much the Welfare of 


any People depends on the Zeal and godly 
. Converſation of Thoſe that have the Rule over 
them: If we ſet before us the many Dan- 
gers and Difficulties, to which Governors by 
their Station are expoſed, and the continual 
Temptations they lye under to Luxury and 


Self Indulgence; We ſhall not only Pity, but 


Foes for Them, —— That He who preſerved 
r, David, and Fofiah, unſpotted from the 


* 
„„ 
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gave Succeſs to their Deſigns, would alſo 
preſerve Them. Holy and Unblameable, and 
r. all the Works. of ent eee 
Them. 
3. But, 7. bird, You cnphies4 in a more ebe 
cial Manner, to Pray for thoſe, whom the Holy 
Ghoft hath made Overſeers over Your. This is: 
what St. Paul begs, again and againz. of the: 
Churches to whom he writes: —Brethren, ſays: 
he in the Text, Pray for Us ;: and again, in 
his Epiſtle to the Epheſians—:Praying - always,.. 
. fays he, with- all Manner of Supplication; and 
for me alſs, that I may open my Mauth boldly, 
to declare the Myſtery. of the Cel. And in: 
another Place, to expreſs his Earneſtneſs im this 
Requeſt,. and the great Importance | of. their: 
Prayers to Him,—He' bids the Church Strive, 
te? as the original Word ſignifies, Be: im an 
Agony) together with Him in their. Prupets. 


And ſurely,. if the great St. Paul, that Choſen: | 1 


Veſſel, that: Favourite of Heaven, needed the 
moſt importunate Prayers of his Chriſtian Con- 
verts; much more do the ordinary Minifters: 


of the Goſpel ſtand in Need of: the. eie, 2 


of their reſpetive Plocks;5'!/3vp; 95 ti 
And J cannot but in a more. ſpecial. Män- 
ner inſiſt upon This Branch of Your: Duty, 
becauſe it is a Matter of ſuch Importance: For- 
no doubt, much Good is frequently. with-held' 
from many, by Reaſon of: their neglecting 40» 
Pray for their Miniſters, which they would:have: 
received, had they Prayed for Them as, they- 
ought. Not to mention, that People oſten oom 
plain of the Want of Diligent and. E aithfub F 
ſtors.— But how do They deſerve Good 
ww willnct earneſtly 10 to God. for ach? 
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The Church has'fet a-part Four Seaſons in 
the Year for this Purpoſe, and to call down a 
Bleffing on thoſe who are to be ordained to any 
Holy Function: But by how very few are the 
Ember Days obſerved 1 And if we will not Fray 
10 the Lord of the Harveſt," can it be ex 


He will ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt ? 


ee hat Ingratitude is it, not to Pray 
our Minifters ! For ſhall They Watch 
nf roſe in the Word gf Doctrine N 


— for your Salvation, and ſhall not you 


for Them in Return? If any beſtow F 2 
on your Bodies, You think it right, meet, and 
your bounden Duty, to Pray for Them ; and 


mall not They be remembered in your Prayer 85 


who daily feed and nouriſh youn Souls? Add to 
all this, that Praying for your Miniſters, will 


de a manifeſt Proof of your belicving—That 


— * * Paul plant, and Apollos water, yet it is 
God alone who giveth the Increaſe. And you 
will alſo find it the beſt Means you: can uſe, to 

your own Welfare: Becaufe God, in. 
Anſwer to your yy may impart a double 
Portion of his Holy Spirit to Them, whereby 


they will be qualified to deal out to yau larger 


Meaſures of Knowledge i in Spiritual Things, and 
de enabled more Skiltully! ta divide the Word of 
Truth. © 
Would Men but conftantly obſerve this Dire&- 
on, and when their Miniſters are Praying in Their 


Name to God, —þbumbly beſeech Him to Perform. 


Al their Petitions : Or, when They are ſpeaking 

in God's Name to Them, — Pray that the Holy 

L f N all them that Hear the- Ward ; 
find a more. viſible Good Effect of 


2 N 9 Mutual Love between 
72 IE | 
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* - 


Miniſters and their People. | For Miniſters Hands 5 
would then be held up by the People's Interceili- 
ons, and the People will never dare to vilify or 


or traduce Thoſe who are the conſtant Subject of 
their Prayers. | Fo I eerie 


not conſent ourſelves with Praying in general. 
Terms for Them, but ſuit our Prayers to Their 
particular Circumſtances. When Miriam was 


afflicted with a Leproſy from God, Moſes cried 


and ſaid, Lord Heal Her: And when the 
Nobleman came to apply to Fefus Chriff, in be- 
half of his Child, he ſaid, Lord, my little Daugh- 
ter lyeth at the Point of Death, I pray Thee 
come, and Heal Her. 
any of our Friends are under any afflicting Cir- 
cumſtances, We ſhould endeayour to Pray for 


Them, with a particular Regard to thoſe*Cir> | 


cumſtances. For Inſtance, Is a Friend ſick ? 


We ſhould Pray, That if it be God's good 


Pleaſure, it may not be unto Death; but if 
otherwiſe, That He would give him Grace o- 
to take his Viſitation, that, after this painful 


Life ended, He may dwell with him in "Life 
everlaſting, Is a Friend in Doubt in à Matter: 


We ſhould ay. his Caſe before God, as Moſes 


did that of the Daughter of Zelophehad, ' and. 
Pray, That God's Holy Spirit may lead Him 
into all Truth. Is He in Want? We ſhould. 


Pray, That his Faith may never fail, and thit 
in God's due Time He may be relieved. And 
in all other Cafes, we ſhould not Pray for our 


Friends only in Generals, but ſuit our Petitions- 
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4. Next to our Miniſters, our Friends claim 
a place in our Interceſſiuns; but then we ſhould. 


n like Manner, when 
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mands he enforced. in the ſtrongeſt Manner. by 


*. INTERCESSHON 
for otherwiſe, 7 may never ask perhaps for 


8 our Friends mo/t want. 
t mu 


be confelſed, that ſuch a Procedure 
will oblige us ſometimes to break from the Forms 
we-uſe;. but if we. accuſtom ourſelves to it, and. 
Have a deep Senſe what we ask for, the moſt 


Illiterate Chriſtians will not want Words to ex- 
en themſelves, 


We have many noble Inftinad in Holy 


| Scripture of the Succeſs of this Kind of particu- 


lar F 3 but none more remarkable than 

That of Abraham's Servant, in the Book of Ge- 
s—who being ſent to ſeek a Wife for his Son 

aa, Prays in a moſt particular Manner in his 
half.— And the Sequel of Pf the Story informs us. 


_ how. remarkably his Prayer was anſwered. And 


did Chri/tians now Pray for their Friends in the 
lame particular Manner, and with the ſame Faith 
as Abraham's Servant did for his Maſter They 
would, no doubt, in many Inſtances, receive as. 


viſible er and have as much Reaſon to bleſs 


God for Them as He had. 
5. But farther, as we'ought thus to intercede 


for our Friends, 91 in like Manner muſt we alſo. 
Pray for our Enemies. Bleſs them that Curſe you, 


ſays Jeſus Chrift, and pray for them that deſpite- 
5 e you, 2 perſecute your. Which Com- 


His own Example, when in the very Agonies 


| and Pangs of ith, He Prayed even for his 


Maurderers, — Fatber, Forgive them, for ' ' they 


Anoto not what they ao This, it muft el 


_be-confeſſed, is a difficult Duty, yet not imprac- 
ticable to thoſe, who have reticances the Things 


"of this preſent Life, (from an inordinate Love 


of * alone all Enmities ariſe) and who 
: | . | e | 


Every Chritio's DUTY. 85 
knowing the terrible Moes denounced againſf 
Thoſe who offend Chriſt's Little Ones, can, out 


of real Pity, and a Senſe of their Danger, Pray 


for thoſe by whone ſuch” Offences come. 

6. Laſtly, and to conclude this Head IVE 
ſhould Intercede for All that are any Ways af- 
fliced. in Mind, Body, or Eſtate; — for All 
who deſire, and ſtand in need of our Prayers: 
And for All who do not Pray for themſelves, 
And Ohl that All who hear me, would ſet 
apart ſome Time every Day for the due Per- 
formance of This moſt neceſſary. Duty! Pans In 
Order to which, 


I ſhall now proceed · to the Third, General 


Thing propoſed ; namely, 
III. To ſhew the Advantages, and offer ſome 


Conſiderations to excite you to the Practice - 


of Daily Interceſſion.. | 
1. And Fi rf, it will- fill your e with 
Love to one another. — He that every Day inter- 
cedes at the Throne of Grace for all Mankind, 
cannot but in a ſhort Time be filled with Love 


and Charity to all: And the frequent Exerciſe. 


of his Love in this Manner, will inſenſibly en- 
large his Heart, and make him Partaker of that᷑ 
exceeding Abundance of it which is in Chriſt. 


Teſus our Lord ! Envy, Malice, Revenge, and 


tuch like helliſn Tempers, can never long har- 
bour in a Gracious Interceſſor's Breaſt ;—But he 


will be filled with Joy, Peace, Meekneſs, Long- 
ſuffering, and all other Gifts and Graces of the 


Holy Spirit. By frequently laying his Neigh- 
bour . will 1 


bour's Wants before God, 
ö Wh s a ellow-F ccling of them; zo He will re- 
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8 INTERCESSION 
ce with thoſe that do rejoyce, and with 
. that weep.— Every Bleftng beſtowed on 
Others, inſtead of exciting Envy in Him, will 
be looked on as an Anſwer to his particular In- 
terceſſion, and fill his Soul with Foy unſpeakable, 
and full of Glory 
Indeed I will not affirm, that this Bleſſed 


Temper of Mind can“ be acquired all at once: 
No,—as other Graces, ſo muſt this Chriftian 


Love be obtained by . But Do you a- 


bound in Acts of general and particular Inter- 
ceſſions; and when you hear of your Neigh- 
bour's Faults, inſtead of relating them to, and 
expoſing them before others, —Lay them in. ſecret - 
before God, and beg of Him to correct and a- 
mend them. When you hear of a notorious 


Sinner, inſtead. of thinking, You do well to be. 
= angry beg of Jeſus Chriſt to convert and 


Him a Monument of His Free Grace: 
And you cannot imagine what a Bleſſed Altera- 


tion this Practise will make in your Heart, and 


how much you will increaſe Day by Day in the 
Spirit of Love and e towards Man- 
n 

But farther to excite you to the conſtant Prac- 
tice of this Duty of Interceſſion ; conſider he 
many Inſtances given us in i y Scripture 
the Power and Efficacy of it. Great and 
cellent Things are nh recorded as the Effect 


of this Divine Employ, It has ſtopt Plagues, 
it has opened and ſhut Heaven; and has fre- 


ently". turned away God's F ury from his 
eople. How was Abimelech's Houſe freed from 


the Diſeaſe God ſent amongſt them, at the In- 
4 7 N 


f Abraham ; when When Phines ſtood 
9 how * did 88 ceaſe! 


Every Chriftian's DUTY, 87 
When Daniel humbled and afflicted his Soul, and 


Interceded for the Lord's Inheritance, how 
quickly was an Angel diſpatched to tell him, 


His Prayer was heard : And, to mention but 


one Inſtance. more, How 13 God own Him- 
ſelf as it were quite overcome with the Impor- 
tunity of Moſes, when he was eee for 
his Idolatrous People, Let me alone, ſays God} 
This ſufficiently ſhews, I could A ſay the 
Omnipotency of Tnterceſſion, and how we may, 
like Facob, wreſtle with God, and by an holy 
Violence prevail both for Ourſelves and Others. 
Ad no doubt *tis owing to the ſecret and prevail- 


ing Interceſſions of the few Righteous Souls who 


ill remain among us, that God has yet ſpared 
this miſerable ſinful Nation : For were there not 
ſome ſuch Faithful ones, like Moſes, left to ſtand 


in the Gap, —We ſhould ſoon be deftroyed even - 


as was Sodom, and er to Aſhes Uke unto Co- 
morrab. 


But, to ſtir you up 100 farthet to this Godlike | 


Exerciſe of [nterceſſion, conſider that, in all pro- 
bability,it is the frequent Employment even of the 
Glorified Saints: For though they are delivered 
from the Burthen of the Fleſh, and reſtored to the 


glorious Liberty of the Sons of God ; yet as their : 
Happineſs cannot be perfectl conſummated til) 2 


the Reſurrection of the Laſt Day, when all their 
Brethren will be glorified with them We can- 
not but think They are often importunate in be- 
ſeeching our Heavenly Father, ſhortly to accom- 


pliſh the Number of His Elect, and to haſten His 


Kingdom. And ſhall not We, who are on Earth, 
be often exerciſed in this Divine Employ with the 


- Glorious Company of the Spirits o Le ton: 
TRY on 


2 ? Since our Happineſs i is 
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aſt in the Communion of Saints in the Church 
Triumphant abeve, ſhall we not frequently inter- 
cede for the Church Militant here below ; and ear- 
neſtly beg, that we may all be One, even as the 
: Holy Jeſus and His Father are One, that we may 
= alſo be made Perfect in One! 
= To provoke you to this Great Work and La- 
bour of Love, - Remember, that it is the never- 
ceaſing Employment of the Holy and Highly-ex- 
alteu- Feſus Himſelf, who ſits at the Right Hand 
of God to hear all our Prayers, and to make conti- 
nual Interceſſion for us! So that He who is con- 
ſtantly employed in interceding for Others, is do- 
ing that on Earth, which the Eternal Son of God 
is always doing in Heaven. 8 
Imagine therefore, when you are Etting up N 
5 Holy Hands in Prayer for one another,. — That 
vou "ow the Heavens opened, and the Son of. 
God in all His Glory; as the Great High 
Prieſt of your Salvation, offering up and plead- 
ing for you the All-ſufficient Merit of His Sa-- 
crifice before the Throne of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther Join then Your Interceſſions with His, 
and beſeech Him that they may through Him 
come up as Incenſe, and be received as a Sweet- 
” © ſmelling Savour, acceptable in the Sight of God! 
bis Imagination will ſtrengthen your Faith, 
excite a holy Earneſtneſs in your Prayers, and 
make you wreſtle with God, as Jacob did, 
when he ſaw Him Face to Face and his Life 
Was preſerved; as Abraham, when he pleaded: 
for Sodom; and as Jeſus Obriſt himſelf, When 
He prayed, being in an Agony, ſo much the. 


more + the ONE before. his! bitter Pale 
ſion + 
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And now, Brethren, What ſhall I ſay more, 
ſince You are taught of Feſus Chriſt Himſelf to 
abound in Love, and in this Good Hari of pray- 
ing one for another ?—FHowever, I cannot but 
recommend to you one general Means in order 
to make your [nterceſſion more effectual, that 
is, — To lead ſuch Lives as may make your 
Prayers accepted in the Beloved. The effectæal 
' fervent Prayer of a Righteous Man availeth 
much, ſaith St. James. You fhall go to my Ser- 
vant Fob, ſays God, and He ſhall Pray for You. 
It is This, It is This, my Brethren, - muſt 
make your Interceſſions pierce the Clouds! For 
the Prayers of the Wicked are an Abomination to 
the Lord, Would you therefore prevail with 
God for Others, Be Holy, even as God is Holy 
yourſelves: Labour daily after freſh Degrees of 
Grace, and your Intercęſſions will acquire freſh, 
Degrees of Acceptance and Efficacy in Heaven. 
Do but wall as becometh the Goſpel of Feſus 
Chriſt ; be but in Earneſt about Morbing out 
your own eternal Salvation; and your Interceſs. 
ions will Then come forth as Incenſe hefore God, 
and the lifting up f your Hands be as an Evens 
ing Sacrifice. Though ever ſo mean, though 
as poor as Lazarus, you will then become Be- 


nefactors to all Mankind; . Thouſands, and. 


Twenty times Ten Thouſands, will then be 
Blaſſed for your Sales] And after you have 
employed a few Years in this Divine Exerciſe 
here, you will be tranſlated to that Happy Place, 
where you have fo often. wiſhed others might be 
advanced ; and be exalted to fit at the Right 
Hand of our All-powerful, All-prevailing In- 
erceſſor, in the Kingdom of His Heavenly Fa- 
ther hereafter . ae 
_ However,. 
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However, I cannot but in an eſpecial. Manner 
you neu, becauſe all ye, amongſt 
whom I have now been Preaching, in all Pro- 
bability, will ſee me no more: For I am now 


going (I truſt under the Conduct of God's moſt 


: = Spirit) from you, knowing not what ſhall 


me : I need therefore. your moſt impor- 


tunate Interceſſions,. that nothing may move me 


from-my „ [and that I may not count even 
my Life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I may finiſh 


my Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry I have 
received of the Lord Feſus, to teſtify the Goſpel 
of the Grace of TORT” 


_ © Whilſt I have- been here, to the beſt of my 


Knowledge, I have not failed to declare unto you 


the whole Will of God: — And though my 
Preaching may have been a Saveur: of Dea 
- wnto Death to ſome; yet I truſt it has been alu 
2 Savor of Life uno Life to others: And 
>”. therefore I earneſtly | 

fail to remember me in their Prayers 


hope that thoſe: will not 
As for 


my own Part, the many unmerited Kindneſſes I 
have received from you, 


will not ſuffer me to 


out as a ſwift Witneſs, 


- ſhall my Cry come unto: God; and whilſt the 
Minds and Storms are blowing over me, unto 
the Lord will I make my Supplication for 7 fe 
For it is but a little while, and We muſt all ap- 


ore the Fudgment Seat of Chrift ; where 


ear. b 
Fro give a {tri Account of the Doctrine I 


7e preached, and You of your Improvement 
under it. And Oh! that I may never be called 
againſt any of thoſe my 
dear Brethren in Chriſt, for whoſe Salvation I 
have ſincerely, though too faintly, longed and 
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Man's Judgment; I hope my Eye is ſingle; but 
I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of God 
in Chri/t ee, pray that it may be more fo! 
and that I may increaſe with the Increaſe of Grace 
in the Knowledge and Love of God, through 
7 ooo 


And now, Brethren, what ſhall I ſay more? 
TI could wiſh to continue my+Diſcourſe' much 

longer: For I can never fully expreſs the 
Deſire of my Soul towards you! — Finally 
therefore, Brethren, Whatſoever Things are 
Holy, whatſoever ' Things are Pure, whatſoever 
Dings ure © Honeſt, "whatſoever Things" are of 
_ Good Report ; i there be any Conſolation in 
Chrift, if any” Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 


Hopes of our appearing to the Comfort of 


each other at the awful Tribunal of Feſus __ 
Chrift, — Think of the Things that pen have © 
Beard, and of thoſe which your Paſtors have 
declared, and will yet declare unto you; and 


continue under their Miniſtry to work out your 
own Salvation with Fear and Trembling : So 
that whether I ſhould never ſee you any more, or 


whether it ſhall pleaſe God to bring me back a- 
gain at any Time, I may always have the Satis- 


faction of knowing that your Converſation is 
ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of Obriſt. 


I almoſt perſuade myſelf, that I could willingly 


ſuffer all Things, fo that it might any ways pro- 


mote the Salvation of your precjous and immor- 


tal Souls; and I beſeech you, as my laſt Requeſt, 


Obey them that have the Rule ever you in the 


Lord; and be always ready to attend on their 
MA M.iniſtry, 


Exe Chriſtian's DUTY. or 
It is true, I have been cenſured by ſome, as 
acting out of ſiniſter and ſelfiſh Views: But it 
ſmall Matter with me to be judged by 
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Miniſtry, as it is your bounden Duty. Think not 


that I deſire to have myſelf exalted at the Expence 
of another's Character, but rather think this, Not 


to have any Man's, Perſon; too much in Admi- 
ration; but, efteem. all. your Miniſters highly in 
Love, as they juſtly deſerve for their Work's Sake. 

And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, 
and to the Word of His Grace, which is able to 
build you up, and give you an, IRE a- 
mongſt all them that are ſanctified: May: God re- 
ward you for all:your:- Warks of Faithzand Labour, 
of Love; and mate pou to abound more and more in 
every good Mord and Wark towards all Men. 
May he truly convert all that have been con- 
5 and awaken all that are Dead in Treſ- 


paſſes and Sins ! May. He confirm all that are 


| Sk nay And may, you all go on from one 
Degree of Grace unto another, till you arrive 
unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs 
of Chriſt; and thereby be made meet to ſtand 
before that God, in ws Preſence'is the Fulneſs 
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Josuv A. xxiv, 18 


"EE me and my Houſe, . 


the Tord. 


Y % 
* 


lution of pious Jaſbua, who having in 
à moſt moving, affectionate Diſcourſe 


T H E 8 E Words contain ths holy Ret 


recounted to the Iſraelites what great Things 
God had done for them, in the Verſe imme- 
diately going before the Text, comes to draw 


a proper Inference from what he had been de- 


livering; and acquaints them, in the moſt preſ- 


ſing rms, that ſince God had been ſo exceed- 


ing gracious unto them, they could do no leſs 


than, out of Gratitude for ſuch uncommon 
Favours and Mercies, dedicate both themſelves 
and Families to his Service. . Now therefore, ſays 
he, Verſe 14. fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 


| Sincerity « and Truth, and put away the Gods 


which 
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which your Fathers ſerved on the other Side. of 
| the Flood. And by the ſame engaging Motive 
does the Prophet Samuel afterwards enforce their 
Obedience to the Commaridments of God, 
1 Sam. xii, 24. Only fear the Lord, and ſerve 
2 in Truth, with all your Heart; ' For 45 


der ſays he) great Ting: h e hath 

for you. : Bat fa they might not exc 
themſelves (as too Ns hex Þ be apt to do) by 
his giving them à bad Example, or think he 
was laying heavy Burdens upon them, whilſt 
he himſelf touched them not with one of his 
Fingers, he tells them in the Verſe out of which 
the Text is taken, that whatever Regard they 


3 might pay to the Doctrine he had been preach- 


ing, yet he (as all Miniſters ought to do) was 
reſolved to live up to and practiſe it himſelf: 
 Chuſe von therefore, ſays he, whom you will ſerve, 
" whether the Gods which your Father ſerved, or 
the Gods of the Amorites, in whoſe Land ye 
dwell : But as for me and - lage we will 
ferve the Lord. 

A Reſolution this worthy of Jobua, and no 
leſs becoming, no leſs neceſſary for every true 
Son of Jeſbua, that is intruſted with the Care 
and Government of a Family in our Day: And, 
if it was ever ſeaſonable for Miniſters to preach 
| Up, or People to put in Practice Family Religion, | 
it was never more ſo than in the preſent Age; 
ſince it is greatly to be feared, that out of thoſe 


many Houſholds that call themſelves Chriſtians, 
there are but few that ſerve God in their reſpec- 
tive Families as they ought. 


It is true indeed, en — 
ſee ſomething of the Form 


may perhaps 
ne fl e 3 but ren Tha 
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is ſcarcely to be met with in private Houſes, | 


80 that were the bleſſed Angels to come, as 

in the patriarchal Age, and obſerve our ſpiritual 
Oeconomy at Home, would they not be tempted 
to ſay as Abraham faid to Hlimeleth, Surely, 


the Fear of God is not in thts Place b Gen. | 


XX. II. 
low ſuch a general Neglect of Family Re- 

ligion firſt began to overſpread the Chri/tian 
World, is diffieult to determine. As for the 
primitive "Chriſtians, 1 am poſitive it was not 
ſo with them: No, they had not ſo learned 
Chriſt, as falſely to imagine Religion was to 
be confined ſolely to their Aſſemblies for publick 


— 


Worſhip; but, on the contrary, behaved with 


ſuch Piety and exemplary Holineſs in their pri- 
vate Families, that St. Paul often ſtyles their 
Houſe a Church: Salute ſuch a one, ſays he, 


and the Church which. is in his Houſe, And, I 4 


believe, we muſt for ever deſpair of ſeeing a pri- 
mitive Spirit of Piety revived in the. World, 
till we are ſo happy as to ſee a Revival of pri- 
mitive Fumih-Religion; and Perſons unanimouſly 


reſolving with good old Foſbua, in the Words of © 


the Text, As for me and my Hogſe, ue will 
ſerve the Lord. 


From which Words I ſhall beg Leave to inſt ' . 


on theſe Three Tee 


IJ Firſt, That it is the 8 Go. 
vernor of a Family to take Care, that not 
only he himſelf, but alſo that thoſe commit- 
ted to his Charge, ſerve the Lord. | 

II. Secendiy, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew after 

what Manner a Governor and bis . 


nl. Thirdh, 7 


; hold ought to ſerve the Lord, 
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III. Thirdh, and lay, I ſhall offer ſome 
Motives in order to excite all Governors, 
with their reſpective Houſholds, to ſerve the 
Lord in the Manner that ſhall be recom- 


And Fin, I am to ſhew that it is the Duty 
of every Governor of a Family to take 
Care, that not only he himſelf, but alſo 

that- thoſe committed to his-Charge, ſhould 
ſtrve the Lord, „ 


And this will appear, if we conſider that 
every Governor of a FamilFought to look upon 
himſelf as obliged to act in three Capacities : 
As a Prophet, to inſtru ; as a Prieſt, to pray 
for and with; as a King, to govern, direct, and 
provide for them. It is true indeed the latter of 
theſe, v:z. their kingly Office, they are not ſo 
frequently deficient in, (nay in this they are ge- 
nerally too ſollicitous ;) but as for the two for- 
mer, viz. their prieſtly and prophetick Office, 
like Galle, care for no ſuch Things. But 
however indifferent ſome Governors, may be 
about it, yet they may be aſſured, that God 
will require a due Diſcharge of theſe Offices 
zs their Hands. For if, as the Apoſtle argues, 
He that does not provide for his own Houſe, in 
temporal Things, has denied the Faith, and is 
worſe than am Infidel ; to what greater Degree of 
Apoſtaſy muſt he have arrived, who takes no 
Thought to provide for the ſpiritual Welfare of 
2 | + ESA : 
But farther, Perſons are gen 


erally very liberal 

of their Invectives againſt the Clergy, and think 

they juſtly blame the Conduct of Nt m_— 
8 2 W 


who does not take heed to and watch” over the 


Flock, of which the Holy Ghoſt has made him 


Overſeer : But may not every Governor of a Fa- 
mily be in a lower Degree liable to the ſame Cen- 
ſure, who takes no Thought for thoſe Souls that 


are committed to his Charge? For every Houſe | 


is as it were a little Pariſh, every Governor (as 
was before obſerved) a Prieſt, every Family a 
Flock : And if any of them periſh through the 


Governor's Neglect, their Blood will God re- 
quire at their Hands. 


Was a Miniſter to diſregard teaching his Poo: 


ple publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, and 


to excuſe himſelf by faying, that he had enough 
to do to work out his own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, without concerning himſelf with 
that of Others; would not any one be apt to 


think ſuch a Miniſter to be like the unjuſt Judge, 
One that neither feared God, nor regarded Man? 
And yet, odious as ſuch a Character would be, 
it is no worſe than that Governor of a Family 

deſerves, who thinks himſelf obliged only to 


fave hisbwn Soul, without paying any Regard to 
the Souls of his Houſhold, For (as was above 


hinted) every Houſe is as. it were a Pariſh, and 


every Maſter is concerned to ſecure, as much as 
in him lyes, the Spiritual Proſperity of every one 


under his Roof, as any Miniſter whatever is ob- 
liged to look to the Spiritual Welfare of every 
; individual Perſen under his Charge. 


What Precedents Men, who neglect their i 


Duty in, this Particular, can plead for ſuch 


Omiſſion, I cannot tell: Dodbtles not the 
Example of holy Fob, who was ſo far frem 
e that he had no Concern, as Gover- 
not of a Family, with ay. one's, Soul but his 
1 I'S | 6 F | own. i 
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> puly take Care of their own Souls 


5 Lord themfelves, but likewiſe to ſee that their 


. - MHouſholds, for a Trial of their Sincerity, and 
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own, that the Scripture acquaints us, When the 
Days of his Children's Feaſting were gone a- 
bout, that Job ſent and ſanctiſted them, and of- 
fered Burnt-Offerings according ts the Number 
of them all; for Job ſaid, it may be that my 
ons have ſinned and curſed God in their Hearts: 
Thus did Job continually. Nor can they plead 
the Practice of good ald Jeſbua, whom, in the 
Text, we find as much concerned for his houſ- 
hold's Welfare as his own. Nor laſtly, that 
of Cornelius, who rota Ged, not only himſelf, 
but with all his Houſe : And were Chriſtians 
but of the ſame Spirit of Job, Joſhua, and 
the Gentile Centurion, they would act as Fob, 
Foſhua, and Cornelius di 
But, alas! if this be the Cafe, and all Go- 
vernors of Families ought not only to ſerve the 


reſpective Houſholds do ſo too; what will then © 
become of thoſe who not only negle& ſerving. - * 
God themſelves, - but alſo make it their Buſi- 
. neſs to ridicule and ſcoff at any of thejr Houſe 
that do ? Who are not content with F entring 
into the Kingdom of Heaven themſelves s but 
thoſe alſe that are willing to enter in they bin- 
der. Surely fuch Men are Factors for the 
Devil indeed. Surely their Damnation ſlum- 
bereth not: For although God, in his good 


Providence, may ſuffer ſuch. Stumbling-blocks « 


7 


to be put in his Children's Ways, and ſuffer 
their greateſt Enemies to be thoſe of their own _ 


'Improvement of their Faith ; yet we cannot 
but pronounce a Moe againſt thoſe Maſters . by 

whom ſuch Offences come. For if thoſe that 
can ſcarcely - 
10 ED! 2 be (4 
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be ſaved, where will ſuch monſtrous profane 
and wicked Governors appear ? e 


But hoping there are but few of this unhap- 
py Stamp, proceed we now to the 


II. Second Thing propoſed, viz. To ſhew 
after what Manner a Governor and his 
Houſhold ought to ſerve the Lord. 


1. And the frf Thing 1 ſhall mention is 
reading the Word of God. This is a Duty 
incumbent on every private Perſon. 


nal Life, is a Precept given by our Bleſſed 
Lord indifferently to all: But much more fo 


ought every Governor of a Family to think 
it in a peculiar Manner ſpoken to himſelf, be- 


cauſe (as hath been already proved) he ought 


to look upon himſelf as a Prophet, and there- 
fore, agreeably to ſuch a Character, as bound 


to inſtruct thoſe under his Charge in the Know- 
ledge of the Word of Ge. 

TI his wesfind was the Order God gave his 
peculiar People of ſrael For thus ſpeaks his 
Repreſentative Meſes, Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7. 


Theſe Words, that is, the Scripture Words, 


which I command thee this Day, fhall be in thy 
Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently un- 


to thy Children, that is, as it is generally ex- 


plained, Servants, as well as Children, and ſhalt 


talk of them when thou fitteſt in thy Houſe. 0 


From whence we may infer, that the on] 


Reaſon, why ſo many negle& tb read the Words 


of Scripture diligently to their Children is, be- 


cauſe the Words of Scripture are not in their 


* 


Search the 


Scriptures,” for in them ye think ye have Eter- 
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Hearts: For if they were, out of the Abnn- 
dance of the Heart their Mouth would ſpeak. 
Beſides, Servants as well as Children are, 


for the Generality, very ignorant, and mere 


Novices in the Laws of God : And how ſhall 
they know, unleſs ſome one teach them ? And 
what more proper to teach them by, than the 
lively Oracles of God, which are able to make 
them wiſe unto Salvation? And who more 
proper to inſtruct them by theſe lively Ora- 
cels, than Parents and Maſters, who (as hath 
been more than once obſerved) are as much 
concerned to feed them with ſpiritual as with 


| bodily Bread, Day by Day. 


But if theſe Things be ſo, what a miſerable 
Condition are thoſe unhappy Governors in, who 
are ſo far from feeding thoſe committed to their 
Care with the ſincere Milk of the Word, to 
the Intent they may grow thereby, that they 
neither ſearch the Scripture themſelves, nor are 
careful to explain them to others? Such Fa- 
-milies muſt be in a happy Way indeed to do their 
Maſter's Will, who take ſuch prodigious Pains to 
know it ! Would one not imagine that they 
had turned Converts to the Church of Rome; 


that they thought Ignorance the Mother of De- 


votion; that thoſe were to be condemned as 
Hereticks who read their Bibles ? And yet how 
few Families are there amongſt us, who do not 


act after this unſeemly Manner! But ball 1 


praiſe them in this & I praiſe them not: Brethren, 
2. Paſs we on now to the ſecond Means where-, 
by every Governor and his Houſhould ought to 


ferve the Lord, viz, Family Prayer, 


T__ 
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This is a Duty, though as much neglected, 
yet as abſolutely neceſſary as the former. Read- 
ing is a good Preparative for Prayer, as Prayer 
is an excellent Means to render Reading effectual. 
And the Reaſon why every Governor of a Fa- 
mily ſhould join both theſe Exerciſes together is 
plain, becauſe a Governor of a Family cannot per- 


torm his Prigſtiy Office (which we before obſerved 


he is in ſome Degree inveſted with) without per- 
forming this Duty of Family Prayer, 


We find it therefore remarked, when men- 


tion is made of Cain and Abel's offering Sacrifi- 


ces, that they brought them. But to whom 


did they bring them ? Why, in all Probability 


to their Father Adam, who 20 prieſt of the Family, 


was to offer Sacrifice in their Names. And fo like- 
wiſe ought every ſpiritual Son of the ſecond Adam, 


- Who is intruſted with the Care of an Houſhold, to 


offer up the Spiritual Sacrifices of Supplications and 
Thankſgivings, acceptable to God through Feſus 
Chrift, in the Preſence and Name of all who 
wait upon, or eat Meat at his Table. | 


Thus we read our Bleſſed Lord behaved, when : 


be tabernacled amongſt us: For it is faid often, 
that he was..alone praying with his twelve _ 
ples, which was then his little Famil 

he himſelf has promiſed a particular Bing 18 ta 


joint Supplications: For where 3 ſays he, 
two or three are gathered together in my Name, 

there am I in the midſt of thn. "And again, 
{f tubs or three are agreed touching any Thing - 
they ſhall ask, it ſhall be given them, Add ta 


this, that we are commanded by the: Apoſtle to 
pray always, with all Manner of Supplication, 


which (doubtleſs includes Family Prayer. And 


Noel _ when he ſet up the. good Reſo- 
| F 
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lution in the Text, that he and his Houſhold 
would ſerve the Lord, certainly reſolved withal to 
pray with his Family, which is one of the beſt Te- 
ſtimonies they could give of their ſerving him. 
| Beſides, there are no Families but what have 
ſome common Bleflings, of which they have been 
all Partakers, to give Thanks for; ſome common 
Croſſes and Afflictions, which the/ are to pray a- 
gainſt ; ſome common Sins which they are all 
to lament” and bewail: But how this can be 
done without joyning together in one common 
Act of Humiliation, Supplication, and Thank(- 
giving, is difficult to deviſe, _ | 
From all which Conſiderations put together, 
it is evident, that Family Prayer is a great and 
neceſſary Duty; and conſequently, thoſe Go- 
vernors that negle& it are certainly without Ex- 
cuſe. And it is muck to be feared, if they live 
without Family Prayer, they live without God 
in the World, _—_. . 
And yet ſuch an hateful Character as this is, 
it is to be feared, that, was God to ſend out 
an Angel to deſtroy us, as he did once to de- 
ftroy the Egyptian Firſt-born, and withal give 
him a Commiſſion, as then, to ſpare no Houſes 
but where they ſaw the Blood of the Lintel 
ſprinkled on the Door-poſt, ſo zew to let no 
Families eſcape but thoſe that called upon him 
in Morning and Evening Prayer; few would 
remain unhurt by his avenging Sword. Chri- 
Fians ſhall I term fuch Families, or Heathens ? 
Doubtleſs they deſerve not the Name of Chri- 
Flians ; and Heathens will ſurely rife up in 
Judgment againſt ſuch profane Families of this 
Generation: For they had always their Houſ- 


| Aſſiſtance 
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Aſſiſtance they frequently invoked, And a pret- 
ty Paſs thoſe Families ſurely are arrived at, Who 
muſt be ſent to School to Pagans. But will not 
the Lord be avenged on ſuch profane Houſholds 

as theſe? Will he not pour out his Fury. upon 
thoſe that call not upon his Name? 
3. But it is Time for me to haſten to tho 
third and laſt Means I ſhall recommend, where- 
by every Governor ought with his Houſhold to 
erve the Lord, viz. by catechixing and inſtructing 
their Children and Servants, and bringing thera- 
up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 
I hat this, as well as the two ſormer, is a 
Duty incumbent on every Governor of an Houſe, 
appears from that famous Encomium or Com- 
mendation God gives of Abraham. I knw, ſays 
the moſt High, that he will command his Coil- © 3 
dren and his Houſhold: after him to keep the 
Way of the "Lord, to do. Fuflice and Fudg- 
ment. And indeed ſcarce any thing, is more 
frequently preſſed upon us in Holy Writ, than 
this Duty of Catechixing. Thus ſays God in 
2 Paſſage before cited, Thou ſbalt teach tbeſe 
Fords diligently unto thy Children, And Pa- -- 
rents are commanded in the New Teftament ta 
| breed up their Children in the Nurture and Ad- 
manition | of the Lord. The Holy Pſalmiſt ac- 
quaints us, that one great End why God did ſo 
great Wonders for his People was, fo the Intent 
that when they grew up they: ſhould ſhew thein-. 
Children, or Servants, the ſame. And in Deu- 
teronomy, Chap. vi. at the 20th” and following 
Verſes, God ſtrictly commands his People ta 
inſtruct their Children in the true Nature of the 
ceremonial Worſhip, when they ſhould enquire 
About it, as he ſuppoſed .chey woll de. in Tr 
. . to 
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to come. And if Servants and Children were 


to be inſtructed in the Nature of Few!/h Rites, 


much more ought they now to be initiated and 
grounded in the Doctrines and firſt Principles 
the Goſpel of Chri/? :. Not only becauſe it is a of 


Revelation, which has brought Life and Immor- 


e to a fuller and clearer Light, but alſo be- 
cauſe many Seducers are gone abroad into the 
World, who do theirutmoſt Endeavour to deſtroy 
not only the Superſtructure, but likewiſe: to fap 


the very Foundation of our moſt Holy Religion. 


Would then the preſent Generation have their 


Poſterity be true Lovers and Honourers of God, 


Maſters and Partners muſt take Solomon's good 
Advice, and train upand catechize their reſpective 
Houfholds in the Way wherein they ſhould go. 


”*- Jam aware but of one ObjeQion that can, with 


any Shew of Reaſon, be urged againſt what has 
been advanced; which is, that ſuch à Procedure 


4 take up too much Time,” and binder 


amilles too long from their worldly Buſineſs. But 


it is much to be queſtioned whether Perſons that 
f teart ſuch an Objection are not of the ſame hypo- 
Tritical Spirit as the Traytor Judas, who had In- 


dignation againſt devout Mary, for being fo profuſe 
of her Ointment, in anointing our bleſſed Lord, 


and asked why it might not be fold for two hun- 


dred Pence, and given to the Poor. For has God 
given us ſo much Time to work for ourſelves, and 
ſhall we not allow ſore ſmall Pittance of it, Morn- 
ing and Evening; to be devoted to His more im- 
mediate Worſſiip and Service? Have not People 
read, that it is God who gives Men Power to get 
Menlth, and therefore that the beſt Way to proſper 
in the World is to ſecure h Favour ? And has not 


firſt 
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firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, 
all outward Neceſſaries ſhall be added unto us? 
Abraham, no doubt, was a Man of as great Bu- 


ſineſs as ſuch Objectors may be; hut yet he would 


find Time to comma his Houſhold to ſerve the 
Lord, Nay David was a King, and conſequent- 
ly had a great deal of Buſineſs upon his Hands ; yet 
notwithſtanding, he profeſſes that he would walk 


in his Houſe with a perfect Heart. And, to in- 
ſtance but one more, holy Joſhua was a Perſon - 


certainly engaged very much in temporal Affairs t 
and yet he ſolemnly declares before all rae, that 
as for him and his Houſhold, they would = 
the Lord. And did Perſons but redeem their T 
as Abraham, David, or os did, they would 
no longer complaitf that ly Dutics kept them 
too long from the Buſineſs of the World. 


III But my Third and laſt general Head, 


under which J was to offer ſome Motives, 
in order to excite all Governors, with their 
reſpective Houſholds, to ſerve the Lord in 


the Manner before "recommended... I hope, 
will ſerve inſtead of a thouſand Arguments, 
to prove the Weakneſs and F 7 of any ſuch 
| Objection. 


1. And the firſt Motive 1 mall niendv is he | 


Duty of Gratitude, .you that are Governors of 
Families owe to God. —Your Lot, every one muſt 
confeſs, is caſt into a fair Ground : Providence 


hath given you a goodly Heritage, above many 


of your fellow Creatures, and therefore, out of a 


Principle of Gratitude, you * to endeavour, 
as much as in you lyes, to make wing Perſon of 


your n ene to wk od 
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as they live:; Not to mention that the Authority, 
with which God has inveſted you as Parents and 
© Governors of Families, is a Talent committed to 
3 your Truſt, and which you are bound to im- 

1 prove to your Maſter's Honour.) In other Things 
: we find Governors and Parents can exerciſe Lord- 
* hip over their Children and Servants readily, and 
frequently enough can ſay to one, Go, and he 
goeth ; and to another Come, and he cometh ; to 
a third, Do this, and he doeth it. And ſhall this 
Power be fo often employed in your own Affairs, 
and never exerted in the Things of God? Be 
- aſtoniſhed, O Heavens, at this! 
Thus did not faithful Hraham; no, God 
fays, that he knew Abraham would command his 
Servants and Children after him. Thus did not 
Foſbua : No, he was reſolved not only to walk 
with God himſelf, but to improve his Authority 
in making all about him do fo too: fs for me 
and my Houſhold, we will ſerve the Lord. Let 
us go and do likewiſe. _ : | 
2. But Secondly, if Gratitude to God will not, 
- methinks Love and Pity to your Children. ſhould 
move you, with your reſpective Families, te. /erve 
die Lord. "SPI oY | 
=  Moft People expreſs a great Fondneſs for their 
* Children: Nay ſo great, that very often their 
dan Liffes are wrapped up in thoſe of their Off- 
: Spring: Can a Woman forget. her ſucking Child, 
3 at ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son 
3 her Wamb ? ſays God by his Prophet Iſaiab. 
* e ſpeaks of it as a monſtrous Thing, and ſcarce 
credible. But the Words immediately following 
affirm it to be poſſible, Tea they may forget; and 
Experience alſo aſſures us they may. Father 
= and Mother may both firſakte their Children 
© For what greater Degree of Te - 
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they-expreſs towards them, than to negle& the 

Improvement of their better Part, and not bring 
them up in the Knowledge and Fear of God? 
It is true indeed, Parents ſeldom forget to pro- 


vide for their Childrens Bodies, (though, it is ta 


be feared, ſome Men are fo far ſunk beneath the 
Beaſts that penjſh, as to neglect even that) but 
then how often do they forget, or rather, when 
do they remember to ſecure the Salvation of their 


immortal Souls? But is this their Way of expre(- 


ſing their Fondneſs for the Fruit of their Bodies? 
Is this the beſt Teſtimony they can give of theit 
Affection tothe Darling of their Hearts? Then 


was Dalilab fond of Sampſon, when ſhe deli - 


vered him up into the Hands of the Philiſtines: 
Then. were thoſe Ruffians well affected to Daniel, 
when they threw him into a Den of Lions, 


3. But Third, if neither Gratitude to God,. 


nor Love and Pity to your Children, will prevail 
on you; yet let a Principle of common Hone/ty 
and Juſtice move you to ſet up the Holy Reſo- 
lution in the Text. e 

This is a Principle which all Men would be 


thought to act upon. But certainly, if any may 
be truly cenſured for their Injuſtice, none can be 


more liable to ſuch Cenſure than thoſe who think 
themſelves injured if their Servants withdraw 


themſelves from their bodily Work, and yet they» 


in Return take no Care of their ineſtimable Souls. 
For is it juſt that Servants ſhould ſpend their 
Time and Strength in their Maſter's Service, and 
Maſters not at the ſame Time give them what is 


juſt and equal for their Service ? g 
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It is true, ſome Men may think th: have 
done enough when they give unto their Servants 


Food and Raiment, and fay, Did not I bargain, 
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ſome ſpiritual as well as temporal 
Cry of thoſe that haye mowed down their Fields, 
: will enter into the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 


De great DUTY of * + 
with thee for ſo much a Year ? But if they give 
them no other Reward than this, what do they 


leſs for their very Beaſts? But are not Servants 


better than they ? Doubtleſs they. are : And how- 
ever Maſters may put off their Convictions for the 
preſent, they will find a Time will come, when 
they ſhall know they ought to given them 
ages ; and the 


4. But Fourthly, if neither Gratitude to God, 
Pity to Children, nor a Principle of common 
Fuſtice to Servants, are ſufficient to balance all 
Objections; yet let that darling, that prevailing 
Motive of Se Interg turn the Scale, and en- 


' gage you with your reſpective Houſholds to ſerve 


the Lord. . 


This weighs greatly with you in * Mat- 


ters: Be then perſuaded to let it have a due and 
full Influence on you in this: And if it has, if 
you have but Faith as a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, 
how can you avoid believing that promoting Fa- 
arily Religion would be the beſt Means to promote 

own temporal as well as eternal Welfare ? 
For Gedling has the Promiſe of the Life that 


p< ave is, as well. as that which is to come. 


- Beſides, you all, doubtleſs, wiſh for honeſt Ser- 
vants, and pious Children: And to have them 


prove — 1 would be as great a Grief to 
you as it was to Elijab to have a treacherous 


— or David to be troubled with a rebel- 


lious Ab/alom. But how can it be expected they 
mould learn their Duty, except thoſe ſet over 
them take Care to teach it them? Is it not as 


reaſonable to expect you ſhould reap where you 


* had not ſown, or — where you had not 
BM - dad . Did | 15 
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FAMI 
Did Chriftianity, indeed, give any Counte- 
nance to Children and Servants to e their 
Parents and Maſters according to the Fleb, or 


_ repreſent their Duty to them as inconſiſtent with 


their entire Obedience to their Father and Maſter 
which is in Heaven, there might then be ſome 
Pretence to neglect inſtructing them in the Prin- 
 ciples of ſuch a Religion. But ſince the Pre- 
cepts of this pure and undefiled Religion are all 


of them Holy, Juſt and Good; and the more 


they are taught their Duty to God, the better 
they Will perform their Duties to you; methinks 
then to neglect the Improvement of their Souls, 
out of > Dread of ſpending too much Time in 


religious Duties, is acting quite contrary to your 


own Intereſt as well as Duty. F 
5. Fifthly and laſtly, If neither Gratitude to 


God, Love to your Children, common TFuſtice ; 


to your Servants, nor even that moſt prevailing 
Motive Self*Intere/t, will excite ; yet let a Con- 
ſideration of the Terrors of the Lord perſuade 
you to put in Practice the pious Reſolution in the 
Text. Remember the Time will come, and that 
perhaps very ſhortly, when we muſt all appear 


before the Judgment Seat of Chri/? ; where we | 


muſ®give a ſolemn and ſtrict Account how we 


have had our Converſation, in our reſpective Fa- 


milies in this World. How will you endure to ſee | 38 


your Children and Servants (who ought to be 
your Joy and Crown of Rejoycing in the Day of 
our Lord Feſus Chriff) coming out as fo many 
ſwift Witneſſes againſt you ; curſing the Father 
that begot them, the Womb that bare them, 
the Paps which they have ſucked, and the Day 
they ever entered into your Houſes ? Think you 


not the Damnation which Men muſt endure for 
12 . i | theic ff 
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their own Sins will be. ſufficient, that they need 


load themſelves with the additional Guilt of being 
acceſſary to the Damnation of others alſo ? Oh 


conſider this, all ye that forget to ſerve the Lord 


-—* with your reſpective Houſholds, 4% he pluck you 


away, and there be none to deliver vou! 
But God forbid, Brethren, that any ſuch Evil 
ſhould befal you: No, rather will I hope that 
ou have been, in fome Meaſure, convinced by 


what has been faid of the great Importance of 


Family Religion; and therefore are ready to cry 
out, in the Words immediately following the 
Text, God forbid that we ſhould forſake the Lord; 
and again, : Verſe 21, Nay but we will, with our 
feveral Houſholds, ſerve the Lord. | 


And that there may be always ſuch a Heart in 


ou, let me, to conclude, exhort all Governors of 
Fagtilies, in the Name of our Wh Cog Cbriſt, 
often to reflect on the ineſtimable 
own Souls, and the infinite Ranſom, even the 


precious Blood of Je Chriſt, which has been 


paid down for them. Remember, I beſeech you 
== remember, that you are fallen Creatures, that 


Jo 


are. by Nature loſt to and eſtranged from 
ald that you can never be reſtored to your 
primitive Happineſs, till by being born. agam of 


of God re— 
inſtamped upon your Souls, and are thereby made 
meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance with the 


Saints in Light. Do, I ſay, but ſeriouſly and 
frequently reflect on, and act as Perſons that be- 


lieve ſuch important Truths, and you will no 
more neglect your Family's Spiritual. Welfare 


= than your own. No, the Love of God, which 
will then be ſped abroad in yeur Hearts, will cone 
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ftrain you to do your Utmoſt to preſerve them: 


And the deep Senſe of God's free Grace, in Chri/# 
Feſus, (which you will then have) in calling 
you, will excite you to do your utmoſt to fave 
others, eſpecially thoſe of your own Houſhold, 
And though, after all your pious Endeavours, 


ſome may continue unreformed ; yet you wilt, 


have this comfortable Reflection to make, that 


you did what you could to make your Families 
religious.: And therefore may reſt aſſured of ſit- 
ting down in the Kingdom - of Heaven with 
Abraham, Joſbua, and Cornelius, and all the 
godly Houſholders, who in their ſeveral Gene- 
rations ſhone forth as ſo many Lights in their 
reſpective Houſholds upon Earth. 
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SERMON VI. 


The Heinous Sin of Profane ; 


Curſng and Swearing. 


MATTH.v. 34. * 
But 1 1f9 unto you, Sync not at all. 


MONG the many heinous Sins 5 
which this Nation is grown infamous, 
perhaps there is no one moro crying, but 
withal more common, than the abominable Cu- 
ſtom of profane Swearing and Curſing. Our 
Streets abound with Perſons of all Degrees and 

ualities, who are continually provoking the 
Holy One of Vrael to Anger by their deteſtable 
Oaths and Blaſphemies: And our very Children, 
out of whoſe . the Pſalmiſt l Fin his 
Days, was perfected Praiſe, are now grown re- 
markable for the quite oppoſite ill Quality of 
Curſing and Swearing, This cannot but be a 


melancholy Proſpect for every ſincere and honeſt 


Miniſter pf Jeſus Chriſt, to view his Fellow 
en in; and ſuch as will put him on con- 
e 8 


triving ſome Means to prevent the ſpreading at 


leaſt of ſo growing an Evil; knowing that the 
Lord (without Repentance) will aſſuredly viſit 


for theſe Things, But alas ! what can he do? 
Publick Animadverſions are ſo neglected amongſt 
us, that where ſhall we find a common Swearer 
puniſhed as the Laws direct? And as for private 
Admonition, Men are now ſo hardened through 
the Decertfulneſs of Sin, that to give them ſober 


and pious Advice, and to ſhew them the Evil of 
their Doings, is but like caſting Pearls before 


Storne, they only turn again and rent you. Since 
Matters then are come to this Paſs, all that we 


can do is this, that as we are appointed Watch- . 


men and Ambaſſadors of the Lord, it is our 
Duty from Time to Time to rw the People 


their Tranſereſſion, and warn them of their Sin; 


ſo that whether they will hear, or whethets they 


will- forbear, we howbyil may deliver our own | 
Souls, That I therefore may diſcharge my Duty» 


in this Particular, give me Leave, in the Name 
of God, humbly to offer to your moſt ſerious 


Cobfilcration ſome few Obſervations on the 


Words of the Text, in order to ſhew the Hein 
ouſneſs of profane Citrfing and Swearing. 


Bur” before I proceed directly to the Proſecu- 
tion of this Point, it will be proper to clear this 
Precept of our Lord from a Miſinterpretation 
that has been put on it by a Set of Men, Who 


heedleſly infer E hence that our Saviour pro- 


hibits Swearing before a Magiſtrate, when re- 


quired on a ſolemn and proper Occaſion. But 


g that all Swearing is not abſolutely unlawful for 
a Obriſtian, is evident from the Writings of 
St. Paul, whom we often Reis upon ſome ſolemn 


* | 


Occaſions uſing * 
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114 The Heinous Sin of profane © 
and Swearing, as, J call God to eee God 
Wis my *Fudge,—By your rejoycing in Chrift Fe- 
u, and ſuch like, And that our Saviour does 
dy no Means forbid Swearing before a Magi- 
ftrate, in the Words now.before us, is plain, if 
we conſider the Scope and Deſign he had in 
View, when he gave his Diſciples this Com- 
mand. Permit me to obſerve to you then, that 
our Bleſſed Maſter had ſet himſelf, from the 27th 
Verſe of this Chapter, out of which the Text 
is taken, to vindicate and clear the Moral T,aw 
tom the corrupt Gloſſes and Miſconſtruction of 
the Phariſees, who then ſate in Maſes's Chair, but 
without were notoriouſly faulty. in adhering too 
cloſely to the literal Expreſſion of the Law, 
without ever conſidering the due Extent and ſpi- 
ritual Meaning of it. Accordingly. they ima- 
gined, that becauſe God had faid, Thou ſhalt not 
commit Adultery, that therefore, ſuppoſing a Per- 
bon was not guilty of the very Act of Adultery, 
be was not chargeable with the Breach of the Se- 
_—_— venth Commandment,, And likewiſe in the 
_ Matter of Swearing, becauſe God had forbid- 
den his People in the Books of Exodus and Deu- 
teronomp, to take his Name in vain, or to Stocar 
Fiulſeh by his Name; they therefore judged it 
lawful to Swear by any Creature in common 
Diſcourſe, ſuppoſing they did not directly men- 
tion the Name of God. Our Bleſſed Saviour 
F _ therefore, in the Words now before us, rectifies 
EF this their Miſtake about Swearing, as he had 
3 done in the Verſes immediately foregoing that 
Fs concerning Adultery, and tells the People, that 
4 whatever "Allowances the Phariſees might give 
to Swear by any Creature, yet he pronounced 
it abſolutely unlaw ful for any of his Followers 
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to do ſo. You have heard, ſays he, that it has been 
ſaid by them of old Time, (namely by the Pha- 


riſees and Teachers of the Fewiyh - Law) Thou 
ſhalt not forfwvear thyſelf, but perform unto the 


Lord thine Oaths : But JI ſay unto you, (I who 


am appointed by the Father to be the great Pro- 
phet and. true Law-giver of his Church) Swear 
not at all, in your common Converſation, ne- 
ther by Heaven, for it is God's Throne ; and 
therefore to ſwear by That, is is to ſwear by 
Him that fits thereon 3 neither by the Earth, 


far it is his Foot-ftool ; nor by Jeruſalem, for it 
is the City of the Great King; neither ſhalt thou 
ſwear by thy Head, becauſe -, canſt not male 
one Hair white or black: But let your Commu- 
nications ( which plainly ſhews that Chriſt is 


lere ſpeaking of Swearing, not before a Ma- 
giſtrate, but in common Converſation) let Jour 
Communications, ſays he, be Yea, yea; Nays 


moſt; for whatever is more than this cometh 
of Evil ; that is, cometh from an evil Principle, 

om the Evil One, the Devil, the Author of 
JJ go ; 
Which by the way, methinks, ſhould! be a 
Caution to all ſuch Perſons, who, though. not 
guilty of Swearing in, the groſs Senſe of the 
Word, yet atteſt the Truth of what they are 
| ſpeaking of, though. ever fo trifling, by ſayings 
Upon my Life, — As I live, — By my Faith, — By the 
Heavens, and ſuch like: Which Expreſſions, 
however harmleſs and innogent they may be 
eſteemed by ſome ſorts. of People, yet are the 
very, Oaths which our Bleſſed Lord condemns 
in the Words immediately following the Text ; 


and Perſons who uſe ſuch unwarrantable Forme 
TIT 3 „„ 
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of ſpeaking, muſt expect to be u and 
condemned as Swearers at our Saviour's fecond 
Coming to judge the World. 
But to return: It appears then from the whole 
Tenor of out Saviour's Diſcourſe, that in the 
Words of the Text he does by no Means diſan- 
nul or forbid Swearing before a Magiſtrate 
(which, as might be eaſily ſhewn, is both law- 
ful and neceſſary) but only profane Swearing 
in common Converſation ; the Heinouſneſs and 
Sinfulneſs of which I come now, as was above 
propoſed, more immediately to lay before you, 
And here, not to mention that it is a direct 
Breach of our Bleed Maſter's and great Law- 
giver's Command in the Words of the Text, as 
likewiſe of the third Commandment, wherein 
God poſitively declares, he will not hold him 
Guiltleſs, (ent ! is, will aſſuredly puniſh him) that 
tateth his Name in vain + Not to mention that 
it is the greateſt Abuſe of that noble Faculty of 
Speech, whereby we are diſtinguiſhed from the 
Brute Creation; and the great Hazard the com- 
mom S$wearer runs, of being perjured ſome Time 
or other: Not to mention theſe Reaſons againſt 


it, I ſay, which of themſelves would abundantly 


prove the Folly and Sinfulneſs of Swearing : | 
F ſhall at this Time content myſelf with in- 

ſtancing in four Particulars, which highly aggra- 
vate the Crime of profane Sꝛocaring; ; "and thoſe 


are ſuch as follow. C 


I. Firf, Becauſe there is no T arch in 
Nature to this Sin, nor does the Commiſ- 
ſion of it afford the e the leaſt 
Pleaſure or . args e 


Pn” > * * * 28 


"= 12 
_ * iin IT 2 Wen N 6 
1 T * * * err - „ = 4 9 
4 * SALE IgA. » RAD * * * 1 
N 9 . Fe : wy Ty . LS p MP of; BN 
y n . * * 85 48 
0 \ A q - 5 * 
* * 47 * Pg 
K 4 * 1 N * . 
: q 


CurSING and SWEARING. 117 be 


Il. Secondly, Becauſe · it is a Sin which may 
be ſo often repeated. 

III. Thirdly, Becauſe it hardens Infidels a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Religion, and muft 
give great Offence, and occaſion much Sor- 
row and Concern to wan true Diſciple of 

Teſus Chriſt. 

iv! Fourthly, Becauſe it is an Extremity of 

Sin, which can only be matched in Hell. 
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I. The Fir/t Reaſon then, why e in 
common Converſation is ſo heinous in 
God's Sight, and Why we ſhould not ſwear _ 
at all, is, becauſe it has no Temptation in - 
acute ; nor does the Commiſſion of it, 
unleſs a Man be a Devil incarnate, afford 


3 


the Offender the leaſt a or — | 

tion. | 
Now here, I preſume, we may lay it down * 
as a Maxim univerſally agreed on, that the Guilt = 
of any Crime is increaſed or leſſened in Propor--„ | 
tion to the Weakneſs or Strength of the Temp- 

tation by which a Perſon is carried out to the 7 

Committion of it. It was this Conſideration - 
that extenuated and diminiſhed the Guilt of _ 


SauPs taking upon him to offer Sacrifice before 
the Prophet Samuel came, and of Uzza's touch- 
ing the Ark, becauſe it was in Danger of fal- 
ling: As, on the OO what ſo highly aggra · 
vated the 'Diſobedience of our firſt Parents and 
Ltt's Wife was, becauſe the former had ſo little 
Reaſon to eat the forbidden Fruit, and the latter 
ſo 278 f. 2 T pn to look back on Sedan... 
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And now if this be granted, ſurely the com- 
mon Swearer muſt of all Sinners be the moſt 
without Excuſe, ſince there is no Manner of 
Temptation in Nature to the Commiſſion of 
his Crime. In moſt of the other Commands, 
Perſons perhaps may plead the Force of Natural 
Inclination in Excuſe for their Breach of them : 
One, for Inftance, may alledge his ſtrong Pro- 
penſity to Anger, to excuſe his breaking of the 
Sixth : Another, his Proneneſs to Luſt, for his 
Violation of the Seventh. But now ſurely the 
common Stvearer has nothing of this kind to urge 
in his Behalf : For though he may have a natural 
Inelination to this or that Crime, yet no Man, 
it is to be preſumed, can fay, he is born of a 
wearing Conſtitution, . 

But farther, as there is no W een to it, 
ſo there is no Pleaſure or Profit to be reaped from 
the Commiſſion of it. Ask the Drunkard why 
he riſes up carly to follow ftrong Drink, and 
he will tell you, becauſe it affords his ſenſual Ap- 
petite ſome kind of Pleaſure and Gratification, 
though it be no higher an one than that of a 
Brute, Enquire of the covetous Worldling, 
why he deſrauds and over-reaches his Neighbour, 
and he has an Anſwer ready;—To enrich himſelf, 
and to lay up Goods for many Years. But it 
muſt certainly puzzle the profane Stvearer him- | 
ſelf, to inform you what Pleaſure he reaps from 
Swearing For alas! it is a fruitleſs, taſtcleſs 
Thing, that he ſells his Soul for, But indeed he 
does not fell it at all: In this Caſe he predigully 
gives it away (without Repentance) to the Devil; 
and parts with a bleſſed Eternity, and runs into 

: 5 Torment, merely * ee, 
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CV RING and-SWEARING, 119 
II. But Secondly, what increaſes the Heinouſ- 
neſs of profane Swearing, is, that it is a Sin 
Which may ſo often be repeated. 


This is another Conſideration which always 
ſerves to leſſen or increaſe the Guilt and Malig- 
nity of any Sin. It was ſome Excuſe for the =o 
Drunkenneſs of Noah, and the Adultery of Da- - 


vid, that they committed theſe Crimes but once: _— 
As, on the contrary, of the Patriarch Abraham's KY 
Diftruſt of God, that he repeated the diſſembling 

of Sarah to be his Wife two ſeveral Times. -Y 


And if this be admitted as an Aggravation of 
other Perſons Crimes, ſurely much more ſo of 
the Guilt of common Swearing, becauſe it is_a 
Sin which may be and is for the generality often 
repeated. In many other groſs Sins it cannot, | 
be ſo : If a Man be overcome in Drink, there ü 
muſt be a conſiderable Time ere he can recover = 


1 1 WE : 
; * 5 ** 
4 n , * 1 "ITS = 
3 \ wh, Aſs COSTS he OS : 
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5 
1 
— 


his Debauch, and return to his Cups again: Or AF 
if he be accuſtomed to profane the Sabbath, he 43 
cannot do it every Day, but only one in ſzven, 
But alas! the profane Swearer is ready for ano: 

= 


ther Oath almoſt before the Sound of the firſt is 
out of our Ears: Yea, fome double and treble 
them in one Sentence, even fo 23 to confound the 
denſe of what they ſay, by. an horrid Din of 
Blaſphemy Now if the great and terrible Je- 
bovah has expreſly declared that he will nat 
bold him guiltleſs, that is, will aſſuredly puniſh 
him, that taketh his Name but once in varn : 
What a vaſt Heap of theſe heinous Sins lies at 
every common wearer's Door] It would be apt 
to fink him into an . intolerable Deſpair, did he 
but ſee the Whole Sum of them. And Oh! 
ccc ky x 
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120 The Heinous Sin of profane 
what-a ſeared Conſcience muſt that Wretch have, 
that does not feel this prodigious Weight ! a 


III. But Thirdh, what makes the Sin of pro- 
: ane Swearing appear yet more exceeding 
= ſinful, is, that it hardens Infidels * 
* the C br; iftion Regs 


\ 


11 ache Apo Me St. Peter's Adria the man 
_ ried Perſons his Time, that they ſhould walk 
as became the Goſpel of Chriſt, that thoſe that 
were without might be won to embrace the Chri- 
ian Religion, by ſeeing and obſerving their pious 
Converſation coupled together with Fear. And 
What the Apoſtle preſſes on married Perſons we 
find elſewhere r each particular member of 
the Church. Accordingly we are commanded 
by our Bleſſed Lord to let our Light ſo ſhine Before | 
Men, that they may ſee our good Works, and ghri- 
H our Father which is in Heaven, And the Apol- 
tle St. Paul bids us walk circum ee towards them 
that are without, redeeming the Time, that is em- 
bracing all Opportunities to do them good, becau/? 
e Days are evil. But alas ! in what a direct 
Contradiction does the pr e been live to this 
WW and ſuch + Sa Cre ms d of gaining Proſelytes. 
to Chriſt from the en ng Part of the World, 
does all he can to oppoſe it! For M can it be 
expected that Infidels ſhould honour our God, 
= "when Chri/tians themſelves deſpiſe him; or that 
any ſhouldembrace our Religion, when Profeſſor: 
of it themſelves make ſo light of one of its ſtrickeſt 
Commands? No, to our Grief and Shame be it 
= ſpoken, it is by reaſon of ſuch Impieties as theſe 
tat our holy Religion (the beſt ary ove? in itſelf) 
_ is become a x thats among the e * 
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de tlered Authority of the Holy Jeſus and his = 
Doctrine is deſpiſed; and ad Name, a8 it is _— 


in the way of our Brethren's Converſion: But woe 
It had been better for fuch Men that they had never” 1 5 


in the Day of J Judgment than for ſueh Sinners. 


my Habitation amongſt the Tents of Kedar : F Fats - 0 4 : 1 


—. 2 
3 


St. Peter tells us, that 
vel day » day,, ah be ſaw and obſerved the un- 


 ferings'whillt on Earth, that he was compelled to 4 
converſe with à wicked and perverſe Generation, 


_— 
* 7 I ht ©» .. w6at * 
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written, Vaſphemed among the Gentiles.” 
"Theſe cannot but be 25 Blocks and Offences. _ 


be to thoſe Men ly whom fuch Offences come We 
may ſay of them, as our bleſſed Lord did of Fudar, 


been boyn Or, as he threatens in another Place 
Je ſhall br more tolerable for Sodum and — 


But this is not all; as praphanz Stvearing, 9 
undoubtedly: harden thoſe in their Inkdelit He 5 1 0 
are without, fo muſt it no leſs 'give' - 4 | 
great Offence to thoſe honeſt on dell Dar _ 
that are within the Church. We'hear of David's 2 
complaining and crying out!: Moe is me that 1 
am conſtrained to dwell with Meſech, and to haue 


is, that he way obliged to live and converſe witin 1 
a People exceedingly ne and profane. And 
ot rig ae Soul was rie- 2 C A 


god Converfatjon the Wicked. And no doabt 4 1 1 
it was one great Part of our bleſſed Maſter's Suff. 


and to hear his heavenly: Father s facred Name A I 3 
profancd : and ſcoffed at by unrighteous and Wicked 3 
Men. And ſurely it cannot but pierce the Heart 
of every true and ſincere Chriſtian, of eee 
that does in any meaſure partake of the Spirit of 
his Maſter to hear the multitude of . and 
Curſss which proceed daily and hourly Gut of the 
Mouths of many People, and thoſe too whoſe libe- - 
Hal 1 aid h N for the 5 


ak bots 3 
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of Religion, one would think, ſhould teach them 
- more e becoming Behaviour. To hear the great 
and terrible Name of God polluted by Men, which 
B adored by Angels; and to conſider how often that 
ſacred Name is profaned in common Diſcourſe, 
Which we are not worthy to mention in our Pray- 
ers: Tbis, I ſay, cannot but make each of them 
out with David, Moe is me that 1 am 
 conflrained to dwell with Melech, and to bave ny 
| Habitation amongſt the Tents of Kedar.: And 
though the Blaſphemies and proiane Diſcourſes of 
© others will not be imputed to ſincere Perſons for 
Sin, fo long as they have no Fellonuſbip with ſuch 
helliſh Fruits of Darkneſs, but rather reprove 

. them ; nay, rather will be imputed to them for 
. for thus lamenting the Wickedne( 


of Sion. 910 it will greatly enhance the preſent 


Guilt, ſadly increaſe the future Puniſhment 
_ os every profane Swearer, by whom ſuch Offen 
4 2 5 ces come. For if, as our Saviour tells us, it Had 
been better fer 4 Man, 40 have. a Mill-flone, tied 
| 2 3 about his neck, than that he ſhould. 9 4 one of his 
133 rg anes,, that 1 B. the Wee On Pee 
5 ow. much :ferer Puniſhment. will t e thought 
1 2 Anas of, mw not only cauſe God's Name to be 
bdlaſphemed among the Gentiles, and the Religion 
=  ofour dear | 3+ nk to be abhorred; but who 
make his Saints to weep and mourn, md vex their 
u, Sault from day to day, by their ungodly, 
profane, and blaſphemous. Converſation ? Surely 
as God will put the Tears. of ane into his Bottle, 
and recompenſe them with eternal Glory at the 

w Ereat Day of Retribution, ſo it will be ju fin him 
do puniſh the other with e:ernal e for all 

| ther 3 and hard Speeches, and caſt them 
into a Rs 75 Fi ire 08, BRIE: hes, 5 
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ſhall be glad of a Drop of Water to cool thoſe | 
Tongues with which they have ſo often blaſphem- 8 
ed Gol of 2 and 28 the People of 2 
our 2455 _ 


IV. But it is time for me to W to give my 
Fourth and laſt Reaſon, why common Swear-- 
ing is ſo exceeding ſinful. And that is, be- 

_ cauſe it is ſuch an Extremity of Sin, that 
can only be matched in Hell, where all a are 
bY deſperate, and without Hope of Merey. 


The damned Devils and damned Souls of - Mi 
Men in Hell may be ſuppoſed to rave and 5 = 
pheme in their Torments, becauſe they kn? 
that the Chains wherein they are held uf never 
be knocked off: But for Men that ſwim in the Ri- 
ver of God's Goodneſs, whoſe Mercies are renewed © 

to them every Morning, and who are viſited with 
freſh Tokens of his infinite unmerited ive. NY 
kindneſs every Moment: For theſe favourite 
; Creatures to ſet their Mouths againſt Heaven, and 
to blaſpheme a gracious, patient, all:bountiful | 4 
God; is a Height of Sin which exceeds. the © 4 4 4 
Blackneſs and Impiety of Devils and Hell itfelf. \ 
And now, after what has been here offered, 
to ſhew the Heinouſneſs of profane Curfing and 
Swearing in common Converfation, may I not 2 | 
very juſtly addreſs my ſelf to you in the Words of 1 73 
the Text, Therefore. T fay unto yon ft, nor at all ; 
ſince it is a Sin that has no, Temptation in Sw | 
nor brings any, Pleaſure or Profit to the Commit- | 
ter of it ; ſince it hardens Infidels in their Infide- 
lity, and affords ſad Cauſes of Grief and Lament 
tion to every honeſt Chriſtian; ſince it is a Sin 
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God of infinite Majeſty 
Men, I. ſay, to e his holy Name by 
* profane. Curfmg and Swearing, and at the ſame 


9 . can gt be parallel 

= they, preſume not to do in other Caſes of leſs 
= Danger ; 'T hey dare not revile a General at the 
Head of his. Army, nor rouſe a ſleeping Lion 


" 9 1 , , 
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that generally grows into a Habit; ; and laſtly, 
ſuch a Sin that can only be matched in Hell. 


. And firſt then, i theſe Things be ſo, and 


the $ Sin of profane Swearing, as hath been in ſome 
Meaſure ſhewn, is ſo exceeding ſinful, what ſhall 


we ſay. to ſuch. y.Men, who think it not 


Wi ; "nr 32> 77 3 " 
* * 1 | 


only allowable, but faſhionable and polit,e to 


Ng the Name of God in vain ; who imagine that 
Swearing makes them look big amongſt their 
"Companions, and really think i by a Piece of Ho- 
mour to abound in it? But alas ! Ittle do they 
think that ſuch a Behaviour argues the greateſt 
Degeneracy of Mind and Fool-hardineſs that can 
poffibly be thought of: For what can be more 
baſe. 3 one Hour to- pretend to adore God 
in publick Worſhip, and the very next Mo- 
ment to blaſpheme his Name? Indeed ſuch a 
Behaviour from Perſons who deny the Being of 


2 2 God (if any ſuch Fools there be) is not alto- 


gether ſo much to be wondered at: But for 
Men, who not only ſubſcribe to the Belief of 
A Deity, but. likewiſe acknowledge him to be a 
and Power; for ſuch 


Time [confeſs that this very God has expreſly de- 
clared he will, not hold him 24 5, that is, will 


2 : certainly and eternally puniſh (without Repen- 7 


70 him that fuer? his. Nun in vain ; is ſuch 
| of F ool-hardineſs, ky well as Baſeneß, 
This is what 


when within reach of his Paw. 


And is the Al- 


3 mighty God, the prone Fehovah, the 2 


| Cuns TNG ol S$w2a king. 125 
King, who can conſume them by the Breath, of 


| his Noftrils, and frown them to Hell in an In- 


ſtant ; is he, I fay, the ing eee. Being 
in their Account that may 


Fear, and offended without Puniſhment? No, tho? 

God bear long, he will not bear always: Time 
will come, and that too perhaps much ſooner than 
ſuch Perſons may expect, when God: will vindi- 
cate his injured Honour, when he will lay bare 


his Almighty Arm, and make thoſe Wretches feel 


the eternal Smart of his Juftice, whoſe Power 
and Name hey, have fo often vilified and .blaſ- 
phemed. Alas! what will become of all their 
Bravery then? Will the then wantonly — — 
with the Name of ee. call upon the 


King of all the Earth todamn them any more in 


Jeſt? No, their Note will then be changed: In- 


E deed they ſhall call, but, alas ! it will be for the 


Racks to "fall on 405 and the Hills to cover them 
From the Wrath of him that itteth upon the Thrones. 
and from the Lamb for ever... It 1s: true, Tir 

was when they prayed, though without Thought 
perhaps, for Damna@Þn, both for themſelyes 


and others: And now they will find their Prayers 3 


anſwered, 


They deligbted in Curſing, there 


fare ſball it happen unto them; they loved not Bleſ= 
ing, therefore ſhall it be far from them ; they 


cloathed themſelves with Curſing like, as with a 
Garment, and it ſhall come into their Beet; ihe 
Tater, and like Oil into their Bones. 

2. But farther, if the Sin of Swearing 5 fo 
_ exceeding heinous, and withal ſo common, then 

it is every particular Perſon's Duty, eſpeciall 
thoſe thi are in Authority, to do 10 5 utmo 
towards eee and 5 10 ma- 
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Ignant a Crime. The Duty we owe both to 
God and our Neigbour requires this at our Hands: 
By the one we are obliged to aſſert our Maker's 


x Ruin: Not to mention that it is the greateſt 
Proof we can give of our undiſſembled Love to 
1 our Maſter, and is but doing &s we would be done 
9, and as we ourſelves act in Caſes of lefler Con- 
= * ſequence. Were we to hear either our own or our 
= Friend's good Name vilified and traduced, we think 
n our bounden Duty to vindicate the wronged Re- 

putation of each: And ſhall the great, terrible, 
3 and holy Name of our beft and only Friend, our 
King, our Father, nay our God; ſhall this, I 
= ſay, be daily, nay every Moment, defied and 
'F blaſphemed ; and will no one dare to ſtand up in 
a Defence of his Honour and Holineſs ? Be a/toni/h- 
ma, O Heavens, at this! No, let us ſcorn all 
much baſe and treacherous Treatment: Let us, 
| for once at leaſt, reſolve to fupport the Cauſe of 


_ 4 
* 
OE 


A Religion, and with a becoming prudent Courage 


manifeſt our Zeal for the Honour of the Lord of 
=. Hoſts, Men in Authorigy have double the Ad- 
Vviiuantages of ordinary Chriftians: Their very Of- 
= © fice ſhews they are intended for the Puniſhment 
= of Evil Doers: And ſuch is the Degeneracy of 
Mankind, that the generality, of them will be 


= © mote influenced by the Power of Perſons in Au- 


=  thority, than by the moſt laboured Exhortations 
from the Pubpit. To ſuch therefore, if there 
mare any here prefent, I hambly addrefs myſelf, 
beſeeching them in the Name of our Eord Je- 
= ſus Chriſt, to do their utmoſt to put a Stop to, 
sand reſtrain profane Curſing and Swearing. ' And 
= though it muſt be confeſſed that this is a Work 
= which requires a great deal of Courage and Pains, 
Is . e = £7. I | 54 | | yet 


Honour; by the other to prevent our Neighbour's 


- 


they undertake'it, who certainly will ſupport and 
bear them up in a due Execution of there Office 
here, and reward them with an exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory hereafter. 
Time to draw towards a Concluſion. - 
4. Let me therefore once more addreſs myſelf to 


every Perſon here preſent, i in the Name of our Lord 


7445 Cbriſt; and if any amongft them have 


en any way guilty of this notorious in of Swear-" | 
ing, let me intreat them by all that is near and 
dear to them, that they would neither give the 

Magiſtrate the Trouble to puniſh; nor their 


Friends any Reaſon for the future to warn them 
againſt committing. 
ſtant and careful 


them ſerioully lay to Heart what with great Plain- 


neſs and Simplicity has here boen delivered : And: | 
if they have any Regard for themſelves as Men, 


or their Reputation as Chri/tians ; if they would: 
not be a 


In ſhort, if would not be Devils incarnate 
here, and provoke God to puniſh them eternally 


hereafter,- 


ak. TH 7 <= -# 
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; Cun5inG and SWE ARING. 129 f 
et. they would do well to conſider it is for God 


But it is 1 


the Crime; but keep a con- 
atch "over the Door of their 
Lips, and withal implore the Divine Afﬀiſtance 
(without which all is ang that they end ns 
more ſo ſcandalouſly toith their Tongues. - Let 


publick Scandal to their Profeſfon, or a 
Grief to all that know or converſe with them: 


—T fay unto them in the Name of our 1 
Lord Re SMS Swear _ oy all.” | fat La”? 4 _ 


_—_ 
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Y m are they glad, ls 1 are at 
2 : Reſt, and ſo he bringeth them unto the 
4 Haven where they world be. 

0 that Men would therefore e praiſe the 


A 2 ” Wonders that * deeth for the Children 
of Men! 
"UM BERLESS Marks does Man bear 
in his Soul, that he is fallen and eſtrang- 
| 4s from God ; but no'one gives a greater 
| Proof of it, than that Backwardneſs, which eve- 
y on finds within himſelf, to the Duty of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, | 
Wben God placed the art Man in Paradiſe, 
- his Soul, no be was ſo filled with a Senſe 6f 
_ Che Riches of the Nivine Love, that he was con- 
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Thankfulneſs a" mcefſary DUTY. 129 | 
tinually employing that Breath of Life the Al” 
mighty had not long before breathed into him» 


in. bleſſing and magnifying that all. bountiful, all- 
al he God, in whom he lived, moved, and 


ing. 

And the brighteſt Idea we can form of the: 
Angelical Hieratehy: above, and the Spirits of juſt 
Men make perfect, is, that they are continually 
ſtanding round the Throne of God, and ceaſe 


not Day and Night, ſaying, Warthy art thous, 


Lamb, that was flain, to receive Power, 4 


Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, 


and Glory, and Bleſſing, Rev. v. 12. 
That then, which was Man's Perfection when 


Time firſt began, and will be his n c 


when Death is ſwallowed up in Victory, and 


Time ſhall be no more, without Controverſy, i is, i 


part of our Perfection, and ought to be our fre- 


quent Exerciſe on Earth: And I doubt not but 1 


thoſe bleſſed Spirits, who are ſent forth to mi- 
niſter to them who ſhall be Heirs of pun} 
often ſtand aſtoniſhed when they encamp. a 

us, to find pur Hearts ſo rarely enlarged, 3 
our Mouths ſo ſeldom opened, to ſhew forth 
the. loving, Kindneſs of the Lord, or to * 
of all his Praiſ. 

Matter for Praiſe and Adoration can never br 
wanting to Creatures redeemed by the Blood 
the Son of God; and who have ſuch continua 
Scenes of his infinite Goodneſs preſented to . BY 
View, that were their Souls = affected with a 
Senſe of his univerſal Love, they could not but 
be continually calling on Heaven and Earth, Men 
and Angels, to join with them in praiſing and 
bleſſing that high and le ty One, 'who gn 

apy why 1 is * te ſhine en . 
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130 Thankfulneſs for Mercies received 
-- £oll. and on the Good, and daily pours down his 
Bl ngs on the whole Race of Mankind, | 

ut few are arrived to ſuch: a Degree of 
Ehiarity;/ as to rejoyce with thoſe that do 28 


and to be as thankful for others Me 


their own. This Part of Chriſtian Perfection, R 


though | begun on Earth, will be coakemmiated 
only in Heaven; where our Hearts will. glow 
with ſuch fervent” Love towards God and one 
another, that every freſh Degree of Glory cm- 


municated to our Neighbour, will alſo. communi- 


cate to us a freſh Degree of I hankfulneſs and Joy. 

That whieh has à greater Fendency to ex- 
cite the Generality of us fallen Men to praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, is a Senſe of God's private 
Mercies and particular Benefits beſtowed upon 
ourſelves. For as theſe come nearer our own 


Hearts, ſo they muſt be more affecting; and as 
they are peculiar Proofs, whereby we may know 


cha God does in a more eſpecial Manner favour 


us above others, ſo they cannot but ſenſibly 
touch us; and if our Hearts are not quite frozen, 


like Coals of a' Refmer's Fire, muſt melt us 
down into Thankfulneſs and Love. It was a 
Conſideration · of the diſtinguiſhing Favours God 


43 bs bad ſnhewn to his choſen People 7/rael, and the 


uent and remarkable Deliverances wrought 


by him in Behalf of thoſe; wbo- ge down to the 
Sea in Ships, and occupy their Buſineſs in great 
Waters, that made the- holy Pſalmiſt break out 


fo frequently as he does in this Pſalm, into this 


6 moving, pathetical -Exclamation, Oh that Jen 
_ wonldithereforg praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, 


and declare the N onder, rage he” deerh * the 


* - Children of An 


Us 19 8 nage! in  paſlnate,, * 
- a Man- 
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ther Occaſion cries out, Oh that they were wi 7 5 


that they underſtood this, that they would pra 9 
ay eanfider their latter End! Deut. xxxii. 29. © 
ſay _ 


Importance and Neglect of the Duty; 
for out of thoſe many thouſands that receive 
Bleffings from the Lord, how few give Thanks 
in Remembrance of his Holineſs ? he Account 
given us of the ungrateful Lepers, is but too 


lively a Repreſentation of | the Ingratitude of 


Mankind in general; who like them, perhaps, 


when under any humbling Providence, can cry, 
Fefus Maſter, have Mercy on ns, Luke xvii. 13. 


ut when henled of their vicknels, or delivered 
from their Difereſs, ſeatce one in ten aan e 3 
mn to gide Thanks to God. _ 
And yet as common as this Sin of Tooraiitule "= 


pray againſt,” For what is more abſolutely con- 


LE dene in Holy Scripture than Ingratitude ? 


2 Chae een both the eee and 
Neglect of the Duty. As when Moſes on anov. 


js, there is nothing we ought more earneſtly to OO 


3 
Or what more peremptorily required than the 


8 


contrary Temper? Thus ſays the ben = 


Rejoyee evermore, in every Ping give 
1 Theſ. v. 16—18. Be careful. for eie 


But in every Thing by Prayer and Se, 3 Y ] 


with 7. pankſeiving, let your pot ia be. SOR 
kae unto God, Phil. iv. G6. 
On the contrary, the poſtle mentions it as. 


one of the higheſt Crimes of the Gentiles, that 1 


they were not thankful: Neither were” jt 


Brimſlane,” 


thankful," ſays he, Rom. i. 21. As alſo in an- 
. other Place, he numbers the Unthankful, 2 Tim 3 
iii, 2. amongſt thoſe unholy, profane Perſons who 9 
ard to have their nee in e drew of ah ire ae, 7 E 
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1 132 Thankfubnſs for Mercies received 

= As for our Sins, God puts them behind his 
2251 but Kis Mercies he will have acknow- 
There 4s Virtue gene out of mes ſays 
5 25 . b Luke viii. 46. And the Woman 
„who was cured of. her bloody Iſſue, muſt confeſs 
it: And we generally find, when God ſent any 
. remarkable Puniſhment upon any particular Per- 
fon, he reminded him of the Favours he had re- 
eeived, as ſo many Aggravations of his Ingrati- 
tude. Thus when God was about to viſit Elis 
- Houſe, he thus expoſtulates with him by his 
Prophet, Did 1 * appear unto the Houſe 
of thy | Fathers, tuben they. were in Egypt ian 
Pharaoh's s Hauſe? - And 4 F.chuſe bim out of 
all the Tribes of 1frael, to be my Prieſt, to of- 
ade 3 my Altar, tu burn Incenſe,” and to wear 
1 2 before me s 3 kick ye at m 
= - Lace, and at mine g which I have 
= - commanded in my Habitation, 47 honoure/t thy 
Sao above me, to make yourſelves fat with the 
big of all the Offerings of Iſrael my People? 
_—  Hherefore the Lord God of Iſrael nk aid 
dead, that thy Houſe, and the Hauſe of thy 
= "Father ſhould walk before me for ever; but now 
=  zhe Lord faith, Be it far from me, for them 
1 that henour me will 1 honour,” and they that 

x deſpiſe me ſhall be lighth efteemed. 1 Sam. ii. 


, 473 28, 29, 30. 
1 It was this and Anki. [afances af God's 

eur againſt the Unthankful, that inclined 
me to chuſe the Words of — Text as the 


"moſt — Subject I could amen on at 


For Seb four Months, m We . 
ve have now been upon dues in 8 Ship, 
and have ps cd our SR: in the great 

| Waters. 


* 


Waters: At God Almighty's Ward,. we have. 
ſeen the flormy Wind ariſe, which hath lifted 1 
the Waves thereof. e bag been carried up 
to the Heaven and 8 again to the Deep, 


and ſome of our Souls melted away, becauſe of 


the Trouble; but truſt we cried earnefth 

unto the Lord, and he delivered us out of aur 
Diſtreſs. For he made the Storm to ceaſe ;* ſo 
that the Waves thereof were flill, And now 


we are glad, becauſe we axe dt Reſt, for Go 
hath brought us to the Haven where wwe: would 


be. Oh that you would therefore praiſe the. 
Lord his Grad eſs, and declare the onder. 


that. he hath done for us, the: r g vi of | 


the Sons of Men. 255 | 
Thus Moſes, thus Jobs ne Fos 
when they were about to take their Leaves of 


the Children of Iſrael, they recounted to them 


what great Things God had done for them, 
as the beft Anon and Motives they could 
urge to engage them to Obedience. And how 
can I copy after better Examples? What fitter, 
what more noble Motives to Holineſs and Pu- 
rity of ae can 1 lay before oo e. 1 
did? 

Indeed n ſay, that we have hw 4 
Pillar of a Cloud by Day, or 4 Pillar of Fire 


_ by"Night, going viſibly before us to guide our 
Courſe; but this I can ſay, that the ſamgg 
God. who was in that Pillar of a Cloud, and“ 
Pillar of Fire, which departed not from be 


4 | _ DUT 2. 133 


— * 


a 


Iſraelites, and who has made the Sun to rule _ 


Day, and the Moon to rule the Night, 


has by his good Providence directed us in our = 
right Ways or elſe 1 Pyot Had. w J 
in van. = 


* 


2 8 * 1 Ya 
9 R he rt EY, Ls * | Neither 
2 . *. N Is y : . 4 
- * 55 ” f y : 


. e 
W 
a — 19 * * by \ ef 7 
bod "1 © 4 


— F Sa. — — 
4 * of 4 - - N . * 
12 * wn WT Fes 
**. * > 


5 4 A FEI : l + * 
n 0 {I + 4 14 . 
— I : G "=: 1 0 , _ 4 * 
8 7 * * 
; ; 


We 1 34 Thankful for 7 Mercies reveived | 
1 Neither can 1 ſay, that we have ſeen tlie 
1 dun n fand ftill, as the Children of Tae! did 
in the Days of Jau. But ſurely God, dur- 
4 ing part of dur Voyage, has cauſed it to Wich- 
buolcqd ſome of that Heat, which it uſually ſends 
forth in theſe warmer Climates, or elſe it had 
not failed: but ſome of you muſt have periſhed 
in the Sickneſs: that has been, und 8 4 0 Son- 
tine among us. 
WMe have not ſoenethg ies ſtand qorpoſely 
on a Heap, that we might paſs through, nei- 
ther have we been purſued by  Pharagh and 
3 his Hoft, and delivered out of their Hands; 
but we Haven: been Jed "through the Sea as 
through a Wilderneſs, and were once remark- 
Aj ably preſerved from being run down: dy an- 
bother Ship y Which, had G0 permitted, the 
. * Waters, in all Probability, would immediately 
I ” - have ovefwkelwed us, and like Pharach and 
4 his Hoſt, we e have” ſank as 2 into 
the Sea. TILTED 7 | 
We may Side:  Arveif Mike, ae "MY all 
' theſe Fhinęs to natural Cauſes, and ſayv, our 
= own Skill and Foreſight | has brot ght us *hicker 
. in Safety, But as certainly as 'Zeſus Cbriſt, 
that Angel of the. Covenant, in the Days of 
bus Fleſh walked upon the Water, and ſaid to 
bhais ſinking Diſciples, Be boo! afraid, it is I, 
A E 3 ſurely bas the ſame ever ſting” I am, Who 
ecketh himſelf with Light as rb a Garment, 
we /preadeth out the Heavens like a Curtain, 
who claſpeth pore Winds in his Fiſt, who hold- 
3 3 . the Waters in the Hollow of his Hands, 
4 | guidgd the wiſe Men by a Star in the 
Le, ſo ſurely, I fay, bas he ſpoken, and at 
CO Command the Winds * dlown us where 


we are now arrived. For his Providence ruleth» 
all Things, I inds and Storms obey his Word; he 
ſaith'to it at one I ime go, and it goeth ;;.-at ano 
ther, come, and it cometh, and a at a third Time 
blow this Way, and it bloweth. | 
It is he, my Brethren, and not we ourſelves, 
that has of late ſent us ſuch proſperous Gales, and 
made us ride, as it were, on the Wings of the- 
Wind, into the Haven where we would be. ; 
0 that you would therefongypraiſe the Lord for 
bis Goodneſs, and by your Lives declare, that you 
are truly thankful for a Wonders he hath ſhewn 
to us, Who are lels than che leaſt of the Sons of 
Men. | 
I lay, declare it by your Lives. For to give | 
him Thanks barely with your Lips, while your 


nay, an Abomination unto the Lord. | 
Ibis was the End, the royal Pſalmiſt ſays, God 
had i in. view, When he ſhewed ſuch Wanda from- 
Time to Time to the People of ljrael, that they. 
might keep his Statutes and obſerve his Laws. Pfal. 


turn he deſires us to make him, for all the Vene- 

fits he- hath conferred. upon us. 
...O THEN, let me beſeech you, give 
Hearts, your whole Hearts, and ſuffer) 


nour and obey him. 
Aſſure yourſelves you never can rde a better 
+ Maſter ; for his Service is perfect Freedom, his 
Toe, when worn a little while, exceeding eaſy, 
tis Burthen MOR: ad in a keeping his Command- . 
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Hearts are far from him, is but a mock Weriften 5 b 
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cv. 44. and chis, my good Friends, is the End God 
Vould have accompliſhed in us, Sd the only Re- | 


WE rs 7 | 
rſelves 
to be drawn by the Cords of infinite Love to ho- 
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I ; 6 * for Mercies e, 
ments there is great Reward, Love, Peace, Joy 


in the Holy Ghoſt here, and a Crown of Glory 
Chat fadeth not away hereafter. 


© You may indeed let other Lords have Domini- 
on over you, and Satan may promiſe to give you 
all the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory 
of them, if you will fall down and worſhip rug * 
but he is a Liar, and was ſo from the Beginning; 
and has not ſo much to give you, as you ma 
tread on with the Sole of your Foot; or could he 
give you the whole World, yet that could not 


make you happy without God. It is God alone, 
my Brethren, whoſe we are, in whoſe Name I 


pow ſpeak, and who has of late ſhewed us ſuch 
Mercies in the Deep, that can give ſolid laſting 
Happineſs to your Souls; and he for this Reaſon 


only deſires your Hearts, becauſe without him 
155 muſt be miſerable. 
u 


ffer me not then to go away e m 
Errand, as it is the laſt Time I ſhall ſpeak to you, 
let me nor ſpeak in vain ; but let a Senſe of the 
Divine Goodneſs lead you to Repentance. 

Even Saul, that abandoned Wretch, when Da- 


| vid ſhewed him his Skirt, which he had cut off, 
 whc® he might have taken his Life, was ſo melt- 


ed down with his Kindneſs, that he lifted up his 
Voice agd wept.. And we muſt have Hearts har- 
der aut's, nay harder than the -nether Mil- 


. ſtone, if a Senſe of God's late loving Kindneſ- 
ſes, notwithſtanding he might ſo oſten have de- 
ſtroyed us, does not even compel us to lay down 
our Arms againſt him, and become his faithful 
- Servants and n. unto our Lives End. 
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If they. haye not this Effect upon us, we 
"hall of all Men be moſt miſerable ; ; for God 
is juſt, as well as Merciful ; and the more 
| Bleflings we have received here, the greater 
Damnation, if we do not improve them, ſhall 
we incur hereafter, 


— God e any of "thats thould | 
er ſuffer the 'Veng eance of eternal. Fir ire, ar 


7 whom I hates for theſe four Months 
been preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, but yet thus 
muſt it be, if you do not improve the Di- 
vine Mercies; and inſtead of your being my 
Crown of Rejoycing in the Day of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, 1 muſt appear as a ſwift Wit- 
ness againſt you. 

But, Brethren, I am perſuaded better T hings 
of you, and Things that accompany Salvation, 
thoug h I thus ſpeak. 


Bleſſed be God, ſome Marks of a partial Re- | 
formation at leaſt, have been viſible amongſt 


all you that are Soldiers. And my weak, tho 
5 Endeavours to build you up in the Know- 
ledge and Fear of God, have not been altage· 
ther in vain in the Lord. - 

Swearing, I hope, is in a great 'Meaſure abated 


with you; and God I truſt has bleſſed his late 
Viſitations by making them the Means of a- 
wakening your Conſciences, to a more ſollici- 

tous Engury about the Things which belong to 


your everlaſting Peace. 
Fulfil you 14 my Joy, by continuing thus 


minded, and labour to go on to Perfection. For 
I ſhall have no greater Pleaſure than to ſee, or 


| es that e the e 


4 neceſſary D L T T. WH | 


Conſider, 


r 


* 
* 
» * o 
. 1 2 : - 
= * £ pe "== * 4 a * " 
— 4 3 » - of 
1 W 7 
* e SR . * 
pd * > * 


1 


n 
— ah + 1 ” 
N >. 1 a FE? 


<4; 


r va Ty * 
ene 
[3 4 * 8 


$ 3 | I 138 Thandkfubnef for 3 Whbheres eee 


2 Conſider, my good Friends, you are now, as 


it were pattie on a new World, where you 


thens; and if you take not heed to have your 
Converſation honeff amongſt them, and to walk 
* worthy. the Holy Vocation wherewith you are 
called, you will act the Hellifh Part "of He- 


> Religion, 'as they did bis Perſon, to be had 
in Deriſion of thoſe that are round about you. 

©» Conſider farther, what peculiar Privileges 
you have enjoyed above many others that are 
entering on the ſame Land. They have had, 


with your Spiritual Mama. And therefore, as 
more Inſtructions have been given you, fo Hom: 
185 Men will moſt juſtly 3 the meer 

mprovement in Goodneſs. 

Indeed I cannot fay T have diſcharged my 
Duty towards you as [ ought.- No, I am ſen- 
fible 'of many Faule which I have been guilty 
of in my miniſterial Office, and for which I 


humble myſelf in ſecret before God. How- 
ſons, whom. God immediately” called me to 
write and miniſter unto, and the two laſt Weeks 
wherein I have been cenfined by Sickneſs, all 
ther actually engaged in, or preparing myſelf 
to be committed to the Care of another (whoſe 


ee 1 ue beſeech God to bleſs a- 
; e 


will be furrounded with Multitudes of Hea- 


4: d's Soldiers over again; and cauſe Cbriſt 6 


: as it were, a Famine. of the Word, but you 
have rather been in Danger of being ſurfeited - 


have not failed, nor, I hope, ever fhall fail to 


ever, this 1 can ſay, that except a few Days 
that have been ſpent neceſſarily on other Per- 


the while ] have been aboard, J have been ei- 


for zalkreti ng you. And though you are now 


. 


| you) yet 1 truſt I' ſhall at all Sca- 
ſons, if Need be, willingly ſpend, and be 


ſpent, for the Good of your Souls, though 


the more abundantly I love you, the leſs I ſhould 
be loved. 


As for your A aire, I have nothing 
car God, and you muſt 


to do with them, 
honour the Ring. Nor am I better acquaint- 
ed» with the Nature of that Land which you 
are now come over to protect; only this 1 
may venture to affirm in general, that you 
muſt neceſſarily expect upon your Arrival at a 
new Colony, to meet with many Difficulties, 


But your very Profeſſion teaches you to endure - 


Hardſhip ; be not therefore faint-hearted, but 
quit yourſelves like Men, and be ſtrong, Numb, 


xiv, - Be not like thoſe cowardly Perſons, who 


were affrighted at the Report of the falſe Spies, 


that came and faid, that there were People tall 
as the Anakims to 'be grappled with ; but- be _ 


ye like unto Caleb and Foſhua, all Heart; 


and ſay, we will act valiantly, for we ſhall be 


more than Conquerors over ar Difficulties thro® 


Jeſus Chrift that loved us.—Above all Things, 


my . Brethren, take heed and beware of mur- 


8 like the perverſe Iroclites, againſt 


thoſe that are ſet over you 3 and learn, what- 
ſeever State you ſball be ys therewith to be con. 
en. Pol, v. In f 


As I have ſpoken to you, . hope your Wives- 


alſo will ſuffer the Word of Exhortation. 

Four Behaviour on Shipboard, eſpecially the 

firſt Part of the Voyage, I chuſe to throw a 

Cloak over; for to uſe the mildeſt Terms, 

it was not ſuch as- became the Gy pe” 274 
| or 
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Lord 'Feſus Chrift, However of late, bleſſed 


be God, you have taken more Heed to your 


Mays, and ſome of you have walked all the 


while, as became ing” e e Godlineſs. Let 
thoſe accept my hearty I hanks, and permit me 


to intreat you all in general, as you are, all now 


married, to remember the ſolemn, Vow you 
made at your Entrance into the Marriage State; 
and ſee that you be ſublject to your own Hus. 
bands, in every lawful Thing: Beg of. God 
to keep the Door YL your Lips, that you. fend | 

not with your Tongues; and walk in Love, 
that your Prayers be not hindered. You 
that have Children, let it be your chief Con- 
cern to breed them up in the Nurture and Mo- 
nition of tbe Lord. And live all of you fo 


3 holy and unblameable, that you may not fo 


much as be ſuſpected to be unchaſte; and as 
ſome of you have imitated Mary Magdalene 


- 


in her Sin, ſtrive to imitate her alſo in her Re. 


pentarice. TX Sb 
As for you that are Sailors, what ſhall I 
fay ? How ſhall I >ddrek myſelf to you? How 
ſhall I do that which I fo much long to do— 
touch you Hearts? Gratitude obliges me to 
wiſh thus well to you. For you have often 
taught me many inſtruQtive Leſſons, and remind- 
ed me to put up many Prayers to God for 
vou, that you might receive your ſpiritual 
T © . 
When I have ſeen you preparing for a Storm, 
and riefing your Sails to guard againſt it, how 
have I wiſhed that you and T were both as 
careful to avoid that Storm of God's Wrath, 


which will certainly, without Repentance, quick: ; 


2 
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ly overtake us? When I have obſerved you 
catch at every fair Gale, how have I ſecretly | 

_ cried, Oh that we were as careful to know the 
Things that belong to our Peace, before they are 
hid from our Eyes! And when I have taken 
Notice how ſteadily you eyed your Compaſs, in 
order to fteer aright, how have I wifhed, that 

we as ſteadily eyed the Word of God, which 
alone can preſerve us from making Shipwreck: 
e Faith and a good Conſcience ! In ſhort, there 
is ſcarce any thing you do, which has not been _ 
a Leſſon of Inſtruction to me; and therefore it 
would be ungrateful in me, did I not take this 
Opportunity of exhorting you in the Name of 
our Lord Feſus Cbriſt, to be as wiſe in the 
Things which Concern your Soul, as I have 
_—_ you to be in the Affairs belonging to 
our . „ 4 8 

4 J am a that the Sea is reckoned but an 
ill School to learn Chriſt in: And to fee a de- 
vout Sailor is eſteemed as uncommon a Thing, 
as to ſee a Saul amongſt the Prophets. But 
whence this Wondering ? Whence this looking 
upon a godly Sailor as a Man to be wondered 
at, as a ſpeckled Bird upon the Earth ? I am 
ſure for the little Time I have come in and 
out amongſt you, and as far as I can judge 
from the little Experience I have had of Things, 

I ſcarce know any way of Life, that is capable 
of greater Improvements than yours. 
The continual Danger you are in of being 
over-whelmed by the great Waters; the many 
Opportunities you have of beholding God's 
Wonders in the Deep; the happy Retirement 
you enjoy from worldly Temptations; and the 


daily 
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Lord Feſus Chriſt, However of late, bleſſed. 
be God, you have taken more Heed to your 


Mays, and ſome of you have walked all the 


while, as became Woman rofeſſing Godlineſs. Let 
thoſe accept my hearty I hanks, and permit me 


to intreat you all in general, as you are all now 


married, to remember the ſolemn , Vow you 
made at your Entrance into the Marriage State; 
and fee that you be ſubjec to your own Hus 
bands, in woos lawful Thing : Beg of God 
to keep the Deer of your Lips, that you * 
not with your Tongues; and walk in Love, 
that your Prayers be nat hindered, You 
that have Children, let it be your. chief Con- 


cern to breed them up in the Nurture and Mo- 


nition of | the Lord. And live all of you fo 


holy and unblameable, that you may not fo 

much as be ſuſpected to be unchaſte; and as 
ſome of you have "imitated Mary Magdalent 
in her Sin, ſtrive to imitate her allo 1 in 6 her Re- 


pentanſe. 


As for you that ar Sailors, * ſhall I 


_ fay? How mal I addrefs myſelf to you? How 


ſhall I do that which I fo Int long to do— 


touch your Hearts? Gratitude obliges me to 
- wiſh thus well to ow For you have often 
taught me many in 


Qive Leſſons, and * 
ed me to put up many Prayers. to God for 
you, that you might receiye your ſpiritual 
AE: ©: 
When I have ſeen you. preparing 485 a Storm, 
and riefing your Sails to guard againſt it, how 
have I wiſhed that you and 1 were both as 


careful to avoid that Storm of God's Wrath, 
which will certainly, without Repentance, quick- 
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ly overtake us? When I have obſerved you 
catch at every fair Gale, how have I ſecretly 
| cried, Oh that we were as careful to know the 
Things that belong to our Peace, before they are 
hid from our Eyes! And when I have taken 
Notice how ſteadily you eyed your Compaſs, in 
order to fteer aright, how have I wifhed, that 
we as ſteadily eyed the Word of God, which 
alone can preſerve us from making & hi ptorecſ 
Faith and a good Conſcience ! In ſhort, there 
is ſcarce any thing you do, which has not been 
a Leſſon of Inſtruction to me; and therefore it 
would be ungrateful in me, did I not take this 

Opportunity of exhorting you in the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus Cbri ift,. to be as wiſe in the 
Things which Concern your Soul, as I have 
_ you to be in the 4 anc waves: an. to 
your Ship. 

J am ſenſible that the Sea is reckoned but an 
ill School to learn Chri/f# in: And to fee a de- 
vout Sailor is eſteemed as uncommon a Thing, 
as to ſee a Saul amongſt the Prophets. her 
whence this Wondering ? Whence this looking 
upon a godly Sailor as a Man to be wondered 
at, as a ſpeckled Bird upon the Earth? I am 
ſure for the little Time I have come in and- 
out amongſt you, and as far as I can judge 
from the little Experience I have had of Things, 
I ſcarce know any way of Life, that is Nu 

of greater Improvements than yours. 

The continual Danger you are in of being 
Wer-whelmed by the great Waters; the many 
Opportunities you have of beholding God's 


Wonders in the Deep ; the happy Retirement 
you Soy from worldly TOs z and the 
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daily Occaſions that are offered you to endure 


| Hardſhips, are ſuch noble Means of promoting 
the Spiritual Life, that were your Hearts bent 


towards God, you would account it your Hap- 
pineſs, that his Providence has called you, to 


go dotun to the Sea in Ships, and fo occupy Jour 


Buſineſs in the great Waters. 

The royal Pſalmiſt knew this, 18 therefore 
in the Words of the Text, calls more eſpecial- 
ly on Men of your Employ, to praiſe the Lord 

His Grodneſs, and declare the wrath 15 doth 
for the Children of Hen. 

And oh that you would be wiſe in | Time, and 


to Day ! For ye yourſelves know how little is 


to be done on a rele Bed: And how God has 5 
an eſpecial Manner pf late invited you to Repe 


tance. Tuo of your Crew he has taken Sf 


by Death, and moſt of you he has mercifully 
- + viſited with à grievous Sickneſs. The Terrors 
of the Lord have been upon you, and when 


burnt with a ſcorching Fever, ſome of you have 
_ cried out, M hat ſball we do to be ſaved Re- 
member then the Reſolutions you made, when 
you thought God was about to take away your 
Souls. And fee, that accogding to your Promiſes, 
you ſhew forth your 'Thankfulneſs' not only 


with your Lips, but in your Lives. For though 


God may bear lang, he will not forbear always ; 


and if theſe ſignal Mercies and Judgments do 


not lead you to Repentance, aſſure yourſelves 


there will at laſt come a fiery Tempeſt from 
the Preſence of the Lord, which will ſweep a- 
| my you oy al other Adverkaries of HDR, 


ro 


| hearken to his Voice to Day, whil/? it is called 


e gl h UTC, 143 


I am: poſitive neither you nor the Soldiers. 
have wanted, nor will want any Manner of En- 
couragement to Piety and Holineſs: of living 


from thoſe two Perſons who have ere the Go- 


vernment over you; fer they have been ſuch 
Helps to me in my Miniſtry, and have ſo rea- 
dily concurred in every thing for your Good, 


that they may juſtl y demand a publick Acknow- 


ledzment of Thanks both from you and me. 

| ermit me then, my. honoured Friends, in 
the Name of both your People, to return you 

hearty Thanks for the Care and Tenderneſs you 

have expreſſed for the Welfare of their better 

Fan. 


fore God in 


adored be his free Grace in Chri/t Jaſas, has 
ſet his Seal to my Miniſtry in yoùr Hearts. 


dome diſtant Pangs of the New: Birib. I have 
obſet ved to come upon yon; and Gad forbid 


that I ſhould fin againſt the Lord, by ceaſing 
to pray, that the good Work begun in your 


Souls, may be carried on till the Day of our 


Lord Feſus Chrift. 


The Time of our P from each 1 


ig, new at Hand, and you are gaing out into 


a World of Temptations. , But though abſent. in * 
in Body, let us be preſent with each other in 


Spirit; and God, I truſt, will mable you to be 


ſingularly good, to be ready to be accounted 


FS; a tal e and then we ſhall, 5 


As far the private [- you. 1 755 ſhewn 
my Perſon, I hope ſo deep a Senſe of them is im- 
printed on my Heart, that I thall plead t them be- 
Pra, er as long as I live. 

But I have ſtill ſtronger Oblagations t to in- 
tercede in your Behalf. . For God, for ever 


_- Foryoul eſpecially Kar, as well as for myſelf; 
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meet never to part again in the Kingdom of our 
Father Which is in Heaven 
To you, 1 See and eimtiaty riends, 


- who'came 
Land, do I in the next Place addreſs myſelf. 


becauſe as we take "Facet Counſel together oftner 
than others, and as you are let into a more inti- 


with me to' fojourn in a ſtrange 


mate Friendſhip with me in private Life, the 
Eyes of all Men will be upon 2 to note even 


the ininuteſt Miſcarriage and therefore it highly 


concerns you to walk circumſpettly towards . 


that are without. I hope nothing but a ſingle 


Eye to God's Glory aj. the Salvation of your 
Fro . 


own Souls, brought ye from your native Coun- 


try. Remember hen the End'of your coming 


© hither, and you can never do amiſs. Be Patterns 


_ of. Induſtry, as well as Piety, to thoſe who ſhall 
be around you; and above all A let us have 


uch a fervent Charity | ourſelves, that it 


may be faid of us, as I the Primitive Chriſtians, 


y See how the Chriſtians love one another. 


| 38 . have been exhortin 
forth your Thankfulneſs | for the Divine Good- 


And now 1 have been ſpeaking to others az 5 
 culagh, I have one general Requeſt to make to 


_ all a0 that with Reference to myſelf. 
Vou have heard my deat Friends, las 1 
is ey one of you” to ſhew 


ness, not only with your Lips, but in your Lives: 
But Phyſician Bear th 25 may juſtly be re- 


2 PUNGE on me. For (without any 2 retences 


to Humility) I find my own Heart fo little in- 
. clined to this Diity of. 'Thankſpi ving for the Be- 
nefits 1 have nes that J had 1 


fear {having 
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by, and not thankful enough for the great Thing 
God had done for him, was given up a Prey to 
tte Pride of his own Heart. I need therefore, 
and beg your moſt importunate Petitions; at; the 
Throne of Grace, that no ſuch Exil may be- 
fal me, that the more God exalts me, the more 
I may debaſe myſelf, - and that after I have 
preached to others, I myſelf may not be a Caſt- 
away. © | | anti 264 $16 Fark; 2 10 
BY And now, Brethren, into God's Hands I com- 
mend your, Spirits, who, I truſt; through his 
infinite Mercies in Chrift Feſus, will preſerve. 
you blameleſs, till his ſecond Coming to judge 
the World. ne) MS ba d 8 
Excuſe my detaining you ſo long, it is the laſt 
Time I ſhall ſpeak to you perhaps 3 my Heart is 
full, and out of the Abundance of it, I could 
continue my Diſcourſe till Midnight. — But I 
' muſt away to your new World—may God give 
you new Hearts, and enable you to put in Pra- 
| tice what you have heard from Time to Time to 
be your Duty, and I need not wiſh you any thing 
better. For then God will ſo bleſs you, that you 
will build you Cities to dwell in; then will you 
ow or ng and plant Vineyards, which wil! 
pield yon Fruits , Increaſe, Pſal. evii- 363 37. 
Then your Oxen 252 be firong to labour, #4 
ſhall be no leading into Captivity, and no com- 
plaining in your Streets; then ſhall your Sens 
grow up as the young Plants, and your Daugbbz. 
ters be as the poliſhed Corners 7 the Temple: . 
Then fhall your Garners be full and plenteouus 
with oll Manner of Store, and your Sheep bring þ 
forth Thouſands and Ten Thouſands in your 
Fiete, Pl. cxliy. In ſhort, then ſhall” the _ 
ET H. 2: -:-- „ 


\ 
1 5 
l 


% 


po 
= 
: * 


* 


5 
- 2 


> - 
® a 5 
—— 


1 4 Jy 


* 1 
* 
i ; " p | * f F 
— ? p ” \ " > — 
3 - Z : , > 8 * $4 —- * SORES . 2 - a” * of * F 
g * p P - T 4 4 % So , " ; — 
* 7 XS: % AS PIRIE: 5+ * 4 . * 1 * 
8 N * Rs a — * 6 3 4 C % 
8: : | . oo ot EEE Wee 2» : e "= 
_ : . _ - 9 S bh ” a 9 i focal 3 As & f : f 1 5 
8. ” g * _ * 4 E fe” 3 — 1 $ £ 5 * 
35 . . — 5 , 0% 3" + l 7 1 +l W . > AE * 2 Z Pp” + 4 F « is 5 
. N '% 3 . 1 _- boy, 82 WS : be 4 * . 
ns N & ©: 4 — iy + : * "3 e 18 8 * © 2 A - ol * 1 
=” 2 Fane * 7 © 4 ** r 5 —_— 
5 0 "a. & "i * 8 2 «1268 *4 *- vr A #9 4 GY by 1 * e 
: . 1 ” N * < N þ 2 4 
"x * a4 2 — + 2 4 Lol 7 4 7 1 * 7 8 506 N ** © — % 
. - > - - : — . . 2 1 £7 5 Y 
* * * ren, 7 * 2 
8 = Le te a. hl = 2 TIENTS ACE RY 
_ + : - los I 
: 1 ** W 


3 _—_ - 


*. 


146 1 FEY DUTY. * 
Lord be your God ; and as ſurely as he has now 
brought us to this Haven, where we would be, 

| fo lurely,after we have paſſed through the Storms 
1 and Tempeſts of this troublefome World, will 
due bring us to the Haven of eternal Reſt, where 
we ſhall: have nothing to do, but to praiſe him 

for ever for hib Goodneſs, And declare in never- 
-cealing Songs of Praiſe, the Wonders he has done 

bor us, and all the other Sons of Men. 


FRE” which Bleſſed Rift, Gid of. his ie 
Merey bring us all throug Fo us Chriſt 


L . dur Lord; to whim with the Father, 
q and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honr 
4 2 Glory, Might, Majeſty, and Do- 
4 vwunion, now, henceforth, ana _ ever- 


The ErzgnITY of HELL= 
TORMENTS. 


M AT r. XXV. 46. VEG 
Theſe ſhall go away into Everloſting 
| Fame | 


* 5 HE Excellency of the Goſpel Die 


ſation is evidenced by nothing more, 


| than thoſe - Sanctions of Rewards and 
Puniſhments; which it offers to the Choice of 


all its Profeſſors, in order to invite or compel 


them to be obedient to its Precepts.— For it | 


promiſes no leſs than Eternal Happineſs to the 


Good, and denounces no lighter a Puniſhment 


than Everlaſting Miſery againſt the Wicked. On 


the one Hand, it is a Savour of Life unto Life, 


on the other, a Savour of Death unto Death, 


And though one would imagine the bare men- 


tioning of the former would be ſufficient to 


raw Mea to — yet 2 $ 
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148 The ETERNITY © 
Ages have found it neceſſary frequently to re- 
mind their People of the latter, and to ſet be- 
| _ fore them the Terrors of the Lord, as ſo many 
; powerful Diſſuaſives from Sin. 
But whence is i that Men are fo diſinge- 
 - muous?—Why, on. ſeems to be this 

Wt Tie P 55 ile of ted I Happineſs, on our Well. 
Ro | Ls; e to the Inclinations and 
57 of Ne that all that call them- 
Alves Chriſtians, univerſally and willingly ſub- 
ſcribe to the Belief of it. — But then there is 
ſomething ſo ſhocking in the Conſideration of 
Eternal Torments, and ſeemingly ſuch an infi- 
-nite Diſproportion between an endleſs Duration 
of Pain, and a ſhort Life ſpent in Pleaſure, that 
Men (ſome at leaſt of them) can ſcarcely be 
© brought to confeſs it as an Article of their Faith, 
5 : that an Eternity of Miſery | awaits the wicked 
1 in a future State. | 
1 be I ſhall therefore at this Tine beg 8 to in- 
2 ſiſt on the Proof of this Part of one of the Ar- 
ticles of our Creed; and endeavour to make good 

3 What our Bleſſed Lord has here threatned in the 
Words of the Text, that 2he/e,. that is, the 
5 - . Wicked, ſhall go away into Everlaſting Puniſhment. 
. Accordingly, without len ex the Words 
4 as they ſtand in Relation to the Context, I ſhall 
3 * all I have to ſay into this one general 
Propoſition.— That the Torments reſerved for 
the Wicked hereafter are eternal... 

But before I proceed to make · good this, I 
muſt inform you that 1 take it for granted, | 
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. * preſent Hedfaſtly believe, < Th 
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« Diſſolution of the Bo , and of being miſer- 
„ able or happy to all ternity.” Tp 
I take it for granted farther, * That you believe 
cc 2 Divine Revelation, that thoſe Books, m 
hatically called the Screptures, were written 1 
«> the Inſpiration of God, "and that the 1 
hings therein contained, are founded upon Eu 
& © Sect Truth.“ | 
I take it for granted laſlly, That you be- 
e lieve, that the Son of God came down to die 
« for Sinners; that there Is but one Mediator 
&« between God and Man, even the Man Chrift 
6 xp 72 . Tx . 


© Thele Things bahn bs (and 7 0 Went 
neceſſary to be premiſed) proceed we now o 

make. good the one general Propoſition mention- 

ed before, and aſſerted in the Text, that The 
„ Torments reſerved for the Wicked thereafter 
« are Eternal.” '—Theſe, ſays our Bleſſed Lord, 
Jhall go away into Everlaſting Puniſhment. 
Tbe firſt Argument I ſhall advance to prove 
that the Torments 871 75 for * Wicked here: 
Kal are etern ve taken it for grant 
1 he Age cn bal e thoſe Books, emphatically -. 
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the Feri ures, were written by. the Thſpi— 'Y 
ration of God, and that the Things contained 3 
' therein are founded upon Eternal Truth) is, 
' That the Word of God himſelf, affures us, Lins 
upon Line, that it will be fo.” 1 
To quote all'the Texts S dt be pro;k 
duced in Proof of this, would be endlefs— Let 2 
it ſuffice to inſtance only in a ſw, — In the | 5 
Old Teftament,"in the Book of Daniel, Chap. 3 
Kii. ver. 2. we are told, that Some Pall. Hos: " E 
..to Everlaſting Life, and others" 1 Everlaſting E 
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Conte .—In the Book of Iſaiah, it is | faid, 
* that The Worm of thoſe that have tran nfereid 
| Sed: Law, ſhall not die, nor their 
| guenched —And in another Place, the Holy Pro- 
Phet, ſtruck, no doubt, with, Aſtoniſhment and 
Horror at the Proſpect of the Continuance of 
the Torments of the Damned, breaks out into 
this moving Expoſtulation, Who can awell with 
Everiafing Burnings ? _ 
WY New Teſtament is ſtill fuller as to. this 
bo nt, it being a Revelation which brought this 
: EL ſuch- lik * to a clear Light.— The 
Apoſtle Jude tells us of the profane Deſpiſers 
of Dignities in his Days, that for them was re- 
” _  . ſerved the Blackneſs of "Darkneſs for wer. —And 
in the Book of the Revelations it is written, | 
* that The Smoke of the Tarthents of the Wicked 
3 aſcendeth for. ever and ever, —And if we believe 
| Witneſs. of Men inſpired, the Witneſs of 
the Son of God, who had: the Spirit given him, 
2 be was a Mediator, without Meaſure, is ſtill 
far greater. — And he, in St. © be I, re- 


R 
$5) 1 ALS IN 1 4 
n * * 


3 


des this ſolemn Declaration;thres ſeveral Times. 
; Mt is. better for Thee to enter Pg i mmimed ; 
3 chat i 18, it 18 better. df re 135 ratification 
='S of thy . Luſt, or .1 | on * of a 
Friend, which may be, ag. AS 2 
Hand, or as uſeful as a 1 two 
F Hands and Fees, 1 is, = along 8 75 
. or diſobeying other, ,% 5 
Ez Hl takers 2 n fe why, gud 
Fire is not guench 1 

5 And here. again, in the Words of the 55 

5 Theſe, that is, the ; Wicked, . lays be, 1. 4 
au inn cuerlaſlia Puniſhment... by TT IN 
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1 know it has been ob jected by ſome. Who 
have denied the Eternity of Hell T bee, 
„ That the Words E verlaſting and Ever an 


„Euer, are often uſed in the Holy Scriptures, 
os d at in the Old T: eftament) when. they 2 


cc gnify not an endleſs Duration, but a n 
« Term of Time.” _ 0 


And this we readily grant. But then we re⸗ 


ply, That when the Words are uſed 2 8 this 


« Limitation, they either. manifeſtly appear to 
ebe uſed» ſo from the Context or are put in 
Oppoſition to ſome occaſional. Types which, God 
gave his, People on ſome ſpecial Occaſions, as 
When it is ſaid, it ſhall be a perpetual or ever- 


laſting Statute, or a Statute for ever, that bs. a.. 
ſtanding Type, and nat merely tranſient « or o 


caſional, as was the Pillar of Cloud, the N 
or ſuch like. — Or laſtly, 15 haye 6.2% 5 fog 
to that Covenant God made ih. 155 1 


Bees it ou t to. be TIER that: "IX 


| of. the Paſſages juſt now ed-to,. have neither * 
of theſe Words fo much as menti 


and cannot poſſibly be interpreted 5 


onl a hmited Term of Tears. 
hut let that be as it will, AF ey 

a Demonſtration, that the ds. 

| however, will not admit of 


to 
report. to. the AGED 1 Eter- 
1 the 
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Wicked ſhould not be underſtood to een 
Iikewiſe, when the very fame Word in the Ori- 
g Sinal, is uſed to expreſs the Duration of each, 
© no Shadow of a Reaſon can be given. 

. But Secondly, There cannot be one Argu- 
ment urged, why God ſhould reward his Saints 
with everlaſting Happineſs which will not equal- 


73K Wee prove that he ought to puniſh Sinners with 
4 | ternal Mi 


"2998 For, ſince: we know nothing (at leaſt for a 
\*  Certainty) bow he will deal with either, but by 
1 Divine Revelation; and fince, as was proved by 
the foregoing Argument, he hath. as 'poſitively 
| . threatned eternally to puniſh: the Wicked, as to 
reward the Good ; it follows that his Truth will 
* be as much impeached and called in Queſtion, 
” - 41d he not inflict his Puniſhments, as it would 
=. *% if he did not confer his Rewards. 
1 N g this ft it has been objected, That | 
IF is obliged 0 his Promiſe to give 
A 4 his _ eracity could not be 
3 The « called in W ion, ee he: ſhould not 
2 execute his Threatnings, as he did 
3 4 not in the Quſe of Niwoeh, which God ex- 
declared by his Prophet Fonab, *fbould - 
royed in King 12 notwithſtanding 
5 4 0 c us, chat Ne: 
But in (anſwer to this Objection e 
Phat Got reathings, as well as Promiſes, 
Reperitance.” And for this Rea- 
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= ni Laws of right Reaſon.—Accordingly we al- 
1 s find, that where the Conditions were not 
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executed the Puniſhment threatned. The Driv- 


ing Adam out of Eden, — The Deſtruction of 
- the old World by a Deluge of Water, and. the 
Overthrow of J. den ny Gomorrah, are, and 
will be always ſo many ſtanding Monuments-of 


God's executing his Threatnings when denounc- 


eds, though, to our weak Apprehenſions, the Pu- 


niſhment may ſeem far to exceed the Crime, 


It is true, God did ſpare Nineveb, and that 
beben the Inhabitants did aQually repent, and | 
therefore performed the Conditions upon which | 


it Fas ſuppoſed by the Prophet's being ſent to 
5 them, the threatned Puniſhment ſhould be 
with-held, 


nings. If Men will fo far conſult their own 


| Welfare as to live up to the Goſpel Terms, God 


will not puniſh them, but, on the con- 
trary, Ebnfer upon them his Rewards, But to 


affirm that He will not puniſh, and that eternal 
ly too, i mpenitent, obſtinate Sinners, according 


2s he hath threatned, if they do not perform the 


Terms of the Goſpel, — 4 it, in Effect, but 
A God like » Mats, dee he nid licy or | 
| tha.bon of -Man that he hou rogeat-? . 
But the Abſurdity of ſuch an Opinion will ap- 225 


pear ſtill more evident from 


hereafter are eternal, viz. From the Nature: . 
che Chriſtian Covenant. 5 

And here I muſt again NN that. 3 

taken for granted at the Beginning of this Diſ- 

| courke, that, „Tou believe the Son of God 


Nr "eam6dowew fave >; that. there is but 8 


n 


one Mediator between G 
| nn Man * rau. , 


And c likewiſe in-reſpelt to. Goſpel Threat- | 


The next and Third Argument I ſhall offer to 
proves that the Torments reſerved for the Wicked 


154 e ETERNITY © 
And bere I take it for granted farther (unleſs 
you eee the abſurd and unwarrantable Doctrine 
of Purgatory) that you are fully perſuaded, that 
1 Life is * 4 wr. Time allotted by Almighty 
* God for working out our Salvation, and that 
after a few Years. are paſſed over, there will re- 
main no more Sacrifice for Sin. 
And if this be granted (and who dares deny 
it) it follows that if a wicked Man dieth in 
His Wiekedneſs, and under the Wrath of God, 
he muſt continue in that State ta all Eternity. — 
For, ſince there is no Poſſibility of his deingale⸗ 
livered out of ſuch a- Condition but hy and thro” 
Chri/t; and ſigce, at the Hour of Death, the 
Time - of Ghriff's Mediation and Interceſſion 
for him is irrecoverably gone; the ſame Reaſon 
that may be given, Why God ſhould: puniſh a 
Sinner that dieth under the Guilt of his "Sins for 
a ſingle” Day, will: equally hold good, Why he 
thould continue to puniſh him for a Year, an 
Age, nay, to all Eternity. 
5 baſten to the Fourth and laſt Argument, 
do prove, That the Torments reſerved for the Wick- 
' Mo hereafter are Bternal, viz. Becauſt the De- 


vil, Paniſhment'is ie be ſb. 
"Bring whow we cll the 


That there is füch a 
3 Devil ; that he was once an Angel of Light, but 
= for his Pride and Rebellion inſt God was caſt 
don from Heaven, and is now permitted with 
ſtzße Teſt of his ſpiritual Wickedneſſes, to walk W - 
to and fro, ſeeking whom they may devour.— b 
* That there is à Place of Torment reſerved for 
ö or, to uſe the Apoſtle's Words, that they 1 
_ "po re reſerved. in everlaſting Chains under Dar#- 4 
i af F unto the Judgment of "the Grat Day, are 1 
- RR t 
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vinced of, when it was taken for granted undef 


the ſecond Propoſition at the Beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, that you believed the Holy Scriptures 
to be written by the Inſpiration of God, where- 
in theſe Truths are delivered, © 

But then if we allow all this, and think it no 


Injuſtice in God to puniſh thoſe Glorious Spirits 
for their Rebellion, how can we think it unjuſt” 


in him, to puniſh wicked Men for their Impeni- 
tency to all Eternity? 


"You will fay perhaps, that' they have ſinned A 


er Puniſhment, And fo we grant that the Pu- 
niſhment of the fallen Angels may be greater as 
to Degree, than that of wicked Men. But then 
we a rm, it will be equal as to the Eternal Da- 
that Day, as the lively Ora- 
cles of God informs us, ſhall the Son of Man 


ration of it. For in 
ſay to them on his left Hand, Depart; from me 
Devil and his Angels. —Where we find that im- 
10 Fire, with the Devil and his Angels,—And 


not hold + 910 not die for the fallen Angels, but 
Salvation. So that if God ſpared not thoſe Excel- 


Whoeyer th u art, he Win by no Means ſpare 
FR what then has been 


ſald it plai | 
5 verily the "Torments re ſerved” fi Gail a 255 | 


creafier are Eternal. Aba if ſo, Reer, how 


ye. Curſed into Everlaſting Fire, prepare for the - 
13 Sinners are to be caſt into the ſame Ever- 


t too very juſtly, For though they may have 
finned Apo greater Light, yet Chriſtians 
ein againſt greater Mercy. Since Chrift took 
of the Shed of Abraham, for Men and for dür : 


best Beings, aſſure chyſelt, 70 Obſtinare Rey 5 


. 
” . 2 » 
0 & — 
. 
5 Pry" 
2 6 Ta * 
= : r * 9 : - 
. fs x7 


4 


gainſt greater Light, and therefore deſerve a great= _ 


. ought we to be in all Manner, of Converſe» 


8 and Godlineſs, that we may be accounted 
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5. The ETERNITY 
But before 1. proceed to a pred . 


tion, permit me to draw an on two 
from what has been ſaid. 


And. bft, F a Torments, refirued. fir the 


Wicked hereafter are E ter nal, what, ſhall we ſay 


to thoſe, Who make an open Profeſſion. in their 
Creed to believe a Life Everlaſting, 7. e. a Life 
of Happineſs as well as Miſery, and yet dare to 
live i in the actual Commiſſion of thoſe Sins which. 
will unavoidably, without - Repentance, bring 
them into that Place of Torment? Thou be- 
lieveſt the Puniſhments of the imp itently wick- 
ed in another Life, are Eternal: Thou doſt well, 
The Devils alſs believe and Tremble. But know, 
O vain Man, unleſs this Belief doth influence 
thy Pradtice, and makes thee, bid Adieu to thy 
Sits, every Time thou repeateſt thy Creed, thou 
doſt in Effect fay, i; believe, hall be-undone 


for ever: 


But Secondly, if the Tonnen Nel for 
the Wicked -hereafter are Eternal, then let 
this ſerye as a Caution to fuch Perſons, (and 
it is to be fear'd there are ſome ſuch) who . 


* about to diſſuade, Others om - e Blick 


of. fuchy an, important. Truth, 
no ſurer Way, in all Probattiny, ieee Nes 
and 2 ote Infidelity and Pro e than 


uch an unwar- 


f roaching or annling 
| 2 1. 72: ho — For if 18 5 * T hreats 


of £30 cy hv Omen. Lig e 


N ifſufcient 9, 

be 10 e What a gher of A Wet 
we we imagine 99 7 1 * "Arrive | * 
When they are taught by entertain any... | 


of 34 IS out of them, or, 0 85 | 
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+0 be "annihilated; and become like the Beaſts 9 
that periſh”? — But Woe unto ſuch blind 


both fall into the Ditch.— Aud let Rich 'Cor- f 
Tupters of God's Word | know, that I teſtify 
unto ' every Man that heareth me this Da ay, a 
that if any one ſhall add unto, or take away 
from the Words that are written in the Book 

of God, God ſhall ' take his Part out of the 
Book of Life, and ſhall add unto bim all 
795 Plagues that are in that Book. 9 

Wird and Laſth, if the Totmetits reſtrb- * 44 
| "ke for the | Wicked hereafter are Eterna, 
ten this may ſerve as a Reproof for thoſe 

ho quarrel with God, and ſay it is incon- 
ſiſtent with his Juſtice, to puniſh a Perſon 
to all Eternity, only for enjoying the Plea- 
ſures of Sin be a Seaſon. But ſuch: Perſons 

muſt be told, that it is not their thinking or 
calling God unjuſt, will make him ſo, no 

more than a condemned Priſoner's ſaying ho 
Law or Judge is unjuſt, will render either 3 
- duly chargeable with ſuch an Imputation— 
But knoweſt thou, O Worm, what Blaſphemy 

chou art guilty" of, in charging God with in- 
ee — Shall the Thing formed ſay to 1 

im that formed it, Why haſt thou madle 

— thus? And wilt thou preſume to arraiznn 
the Almighty at the Bar of thy ſhallow Rea - 4 
ſoning? — call him unjuſt, for puniſhing thee 
Bternally, - only. becauſe thou wiſheſt it may not 
be ſo? ut hath God ſaid it; and ſhall he not 
do it? He hath faid it: And let God be 

\trite;; tho! every Man be a' Liar!— Shall not 

the Ju Ts the Barth do right?” Aſſur- 
VE — 9 75 And if R _ 
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s M. ETERNITY N 
© his Ls, in his Threatnings hem, they 


* will be compell'd ere long to own and 
; them when tormented by him hereafter. 
1 But to come to a more rden Aerliesten 
2 of what has been deliyer'g. . 
5 Fou have heard, Brethfen, . the Eternity of 
Hell Torments plainly proved, from the ex- 
preſs Declarations. of Holy Sctiptures, . and 
Conſequences naturally drawn from them. 
And now there ſeems. to need no great Art 
LO olf Rhetorick to perſuade any underſtanding 
=” Perſon. to avoid and abhor thoſe Sins, which 
without Repentance will certainly... plunge him 
into this Eternal! Gulph.— The . 
1 e, the Pleaſure and the Pain, (it there 
4 be any: Pleaſure in Sin) is fo. infinitely, great, 
ſuppoling it was only poſſible, though, not 
| 3 that the Wicked would be everlaſt- 
ingly puniſhed, no one that has the Reaſon 
of a Man, for the enjoying a little momen- 
tary Pleaſure, would, one would imagine, run 
ide Hazard of enduring Eternal . Pain. But 
ſince the Torments of the Damned are not onl 
polſfible, but certain, (ſince God himſelf; who can- 
not lye, has told us fo) for Men, notwithſtand- * 
14 ing to perſiſt in their Diſobedience; and then 
latter themſelves that God will not make Good 
bis T hreatnings, is a moſt, egregious: Inſtance 
of Folly and Preſumption. 
v1 e Dive: himſelf ſuppoſed, ha 1 2 PA GT 
the Dead, his Brethren would amend their 
Live; but Chriſtians, it ſeems, will not repent, 
tho the Son of God bas died and roſe again, 
and told them what they muſt expeR,. if * 
till continde obſtinate in Exil 
3 + ow eee aud then draw er, 
£ 44 bit oe | One | 
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Thoughts from ſenſible Objects, and by Faith 
meditate a while on the Miſeries of the Dam- 
ned, I doubt not but we ſhould, as it were, 


hear many an unhappy Soul venting his fruit- 


leſs Sorrows in ſome ' ſuch n Moans "AS 
theſe, | 

»» O Wretched Man that I am, who. thall 
deliver me from this Body of Death! O 
* * fooliſh Mortal that I was, thus to bring 


ſelf into theſe never-ceaſing Tortures, 


4 WP the tranſitory. Enjoyment of a few ſhort- 


«© lived Pleaſures, which Ry afforded me 


% any: Satisfaction, even when I moſd indulged 


<< myſelf in them. ——Alas I are theſe the Wa- 


ges, theſe the Effects of Sin? — Are all the 


00 hoſe Bleſſed 
c ed with unſpeakable Glory, and 
forth their 
tt that ſitteth upon the Throne, for ever. But, 
egg theſe — 3." lte: 
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« Grand Deceiver's inviting Promiſes come 
4 to this ? —O Damned Apoſtate! Firſt to 


= © © hide me With pretended Promiſes: of 


pineſs, and after ſeveral Years Drudgery in 
Service, thus to involve me in Eternal 


0 . that I had never hearkened to 


e his beguiling Inſinuations ! Oh that I had 
“ rejected he- very firſt Suggeſtions with the 


e utmoſt Deteſtation- and Abhorrence ! Oh, 


4c that I had taken up my Croſs and followed 


* Chriſt ! Oh, that I had never ridiculed ſe- 


i 4e rigus Godlinèſs ; and out af à falſe Politeneſs, 


*© condemned the truly pious, as too Severe, 


* Enthuſiaſtick, or Superſtitious ! For I then 
3 ad been happy indeed, happy beyond Ex- 


preſſion, —＋ Sh to all Eternity, yonder in 
chanting 
Seraphick Hallelujahs to the Lamb 


1 T 


egions where they fit, cleath-  . 
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160 The E T ER VT 7 „ | 
cc Theſe Wines now are vain, aud fruitlek, 


J have not ſuffered, and therefore muſt 
<< not reign with them. have in Effect 
denied the Lord that bought me, and 


4 therefore juſtiy am 4 now denied by 


— 2 . 

But muſt Tlive, for cyer tormented in 
Ie « this Flames ? —Muſt- this Body of mine 
c which not long ſince lay in State, was 
C cloathed in Purple and fine Linnen, and 5 
«ed ſumptuouſiy every Day, muſt this 


& here eternally confin'd,' and made the 5 — 


. ery. of inſulting Devils 7 Oh, Eternity 
e that Thought fills me with Deſplir. I cannot, 
ill not, yet I muſt. be miſerable. for e- 
over.” 

Come then, all ye {elf-delyding, ſelf-del ud- 
- ed | Sinners, and; imagine yourſelyes for once 
in the Place of that truly wretched Man -1 


bare been here deſcribing.— Think, I beſcech 


vou by the Mercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
think with yourſelves, how racking, how un- 
ſupportable the never dying Worm of a ſelt- 
re Conſcience will hereafter be to you. 
Think how impoſlible it will be . you tg Ewell 
with ' everla ing Burnings. 
Come, all ye Chriſtians of e * 
re Spirit, ye Galli-, in Religion, who care 
a little, but not enough for _the\ Things of God, 
O think, think with * how deplora- 
dle it will be to loſe the ment of Hea- 
ven, and run into endleſs 105 


Conſider, I beſeech you, conſider, how you will 
re nad OT fatal Srapie, N51 2 


err 8 


* TH - _ 


arments, merely 
- becauſe you will be content to be, almoſt, and 
1 will not ſtrive 1 be altogether Chriftians.— 


mine, 
of the Damned is ſo. ſhocking, Good, God | ter- 


T =» v 


ow belive any thing lefs than a Life 1 
„ Self. Denial, and Mortification, can 
* 


you om thoſe. Torments, the. Eternity of 
ha 


ve been endeavouring to prove. 


But I can no more Theſe Thoughts are too 


melancholy for me to dwell on, as well as for you 
to bear, and God knows, as Puniſhing is his 
ſtrange Work, ſo denouncing his Threatnings is 


But if the bare mentioning the Torments 


rible muſt, the enduring of them be 


eue now are not ſome of you ready to ery | 


out, ** Theſe are hard Sayings,” ra, can yo 


5 & them? 


But let not ſincere Chriſtians be in the leaſt | 


| terrified at what has been delivered. No, for you 
m, an Eternal 


is reſerved, a. Crown, a Kingdo 
and exceeding Weight of, Glory. Chrift never 
ſaid the Righteous, © the Upright, the Sincere, 
but theſe Wicked, Mercileſs negatively good. 
Profeſlors before deſcribed ſhall go into Everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhment. For you, who love him in Sin- 
cerity, a new and living Way is laid open into 
the oly of Holies by. the Blood of Feſus Chriſt. 
al an abundant Fatrincd will be adminiſtred 
mo „at the great Day of Account into E- 


. 


i. Take heed therefore, and beware 


oat 28 be not in any of you a Root of Bitter- 


up of Unbelief. But, on the con- 
v and heartily rely on the many pre- 
: bell Tanni reached out to you in the Goſpel, 
knowing that he who _— promiſed is faithful, » 


and therefore. will | 


But let no obſtinately v wicked Profeſſors dare to | 
apply any of the Divine Promiſes to themſelves. 


. it is nat meet to take 1 Children's Bread 
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fab Py I Da. No, to ſuch the Terror 
| the Tord only belong. And as | 
will ſay to his true Followers, Gems, ye bleſſed |. 
| Childrens of my "Father, recerve ib Kinpdom 
you from the Beginning of" the Wai 
* unalterably prenounce t 
tence againſt all that die in els Sins, 
from me, ye Curſed, into 3 W eee 
for the Devil and bis Angels. os 
From which unhappy State way hs 
| finite Mercy deliver us all through 7500 4257 
to wm with "Thee, 0 0 np | 
750 G, Three me and "One N 
end be a bed, a, ts. , A all Hondur, 
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